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ö "THEOLOGICAL TREATISE,” 


- ENTITLED, THE 


DIVINE ORATOR; 
nnn 
BEAUTY of HOLINESS: 


CONTAINING, 


An accurate, though familiar Paraphraſe on our 
bleſſed Saviom's Sermon on the Mount; digeſted 


into Sections, with Parallel Texts, and other 
Explanatory Annotations. | 


To which are added, 
By way of SUPPLEMENT,. 


A ſummary Account of _ 

The L1yz of the DIVINE ORATOR.. mm 

As alſo two Sg MOS; one, on the Imitation 

of JESUS CHRIS T; the other, on the 
Neceſſity of frequent Prayer, for the obtain- 


ing all the Graces and Bleſſings mentioned i | 
the preceding Treatiſe. 8 


By Mr. HURLEY, "LBS 4 
Preſbyter of the Church of Merle 
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[NTRODUCTION, 


Condor . 

EFORE I enter upon my We N. 
raphraſe on the fifth, ſixth and ſeventh 
chapters of the (a) goſpel, according to 


(b) st. Matthew, I think it incumbent on me 
to turn backwards tothe latter part of the fourth- 
chapter of the ſame golpel, in order to make | 


(a) G _ that is, e the life, _ 

reſurrection, aſcenſion, and doctrine 
of the Lord jeſus Chriſt. The word (goſpel) 1 is a 
Saxon term, and ſignifies God's book, word, or 


ty 


wiſe ſayings The Latin term e from 
the Greek (Evangelion) ſignifies glad-tidin 


news; the hiſtory of our bleſſed Sans, 

the beſt news that could poſſibly be pub- 

Hand for for the benefit of mankind. This hiſtory is 
contained in the — of our St. Matthew, St. 
t. John, who. from money | 


Mark, St. Luke, and 8 


are ſtiled the four Evan geliſts. 2 

66) St. Matthew, — Evangeliſt, Who has par- 
ticularly recorded this inimitable oration — 5 
bleſſed Lord; and of whom, and of his goſpel, 
we ſhall give a nn e nn oer | 
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| i INTRODUCTION. 
the connection more — and 2 to the 
unlettered reader.” 


The firſt ſtep then which the bleſſed (c) Jeſus 
took towards the propagation of his moſt- holy 
tenets, and the eſtabliſhment of thoſe divine 
truths, on a belts never to be 1 4. was, to 


Feſus, che Son of God, the true } 
| 2 of the world, n of the eee 
before all ages, equal to, conſpbſtantial with 
the Father, as to his divine nature; but inferior to 
the Father, and of the ſame ſubſtance with the 


e wo 3 as to his human nature; 
thbe Second r in the ſacred Trinity; 
dhe principal object of the prophecies; figured and 
ben Old Teſtament; expected and de- 
the old patriarchs; the hope and ſalva- 


n „ happineſs 
and conſolation of all CONT: ys 


The incftable name of Jeſus, or, as the He- 
brews pronounce it, Jehoſſina, or Joſhua, ſigniſies 
Saviour, or, he who ſhall ſave. No one ever wn | 
this name with ſo much juſtice, nor ſo perfi 

8 — 4 


fulfilled the ſignification of it, as 2 
the ſaviour of the world, who hath ſaved us from 


fin and hell, and hath merited Heaven for us by 
the price of his moſt precious blood. As we pro- 
poſe to give our readers a ſuecinct, hiſtorical: ac- 
count of his life and miraculous op- rationsz c. 
in the ſecond volume, we ſhall expatiate no farther 
on chis topi; 1 enn N 
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INTRODUCTION. a 


ſele& a convenient number of (4) apoſtles; 
whoſe ſole employment was to wait on him 


throughout the whole courſe of his miniſtry, 
and to aid and aſſiſt him in all points, as OCCas 
fron from day to-day might poſſibly” occur. 


Accompanied, therefore, by thoſe his favous 
rite attendants, he took a tout through all 


(e) e preaching not only privately, but 


4 Apoltle, i in the chriſtian ſenſe of the 5 
5 one gear med by 1 — preach 
$ an apate on e world, 
rf. =. — 2 the 0 verb 
tellen) to ſend on a meſſage. Our bleſſed Lord 
ſelected twelve of the num r of his diſeiples o 
be inveſted with this apoſtleſtip; of whom our St. 
Matthew indeed was à publican, or cuſtom-houſe 
officer; but all the 2 or moſt of them at leaf, 
were fiſhermen by yr = and men of no lite- 
rature, but what: ained afterwards _—_— 
the inſpiration of tha y Spirit, | | 


(e) Galilee, a province of 3 bounded 
by Lebanon and Syria on the north; by Pheenicia 
on the weſt; by Samaria on the ſouth ; ; and prin- 
cipally by the river Jordati and the fea of Galilee 
on the caſt. I 

* province is divided into two parts; namely, 

per and the lower; the former whereof 18 
called} (in Matthew iv.) the Galilee of the Gen- 
tiles; either on the account of its being princi- 
pally inhabited by . Gentiles, RE 1 — 


»» INTRODUCTION, 


openly.in all their places, which, were ſet apart 
for public worſhip ; and throughout the whole 
courſe of his travels, he aſſumed the dignified 
and diſtinguiſhed character of an expreſs meſ- 
ſenger from the high and almighty One, who 
fills the heavens and earth with his preſence ; 
and wherever he went, he publicly, without 


| | the leaſt referve vor: reſpect for perſons, exhort- 


ed all his auditors in general, both rich as well 
' as poor, to reflect on that loſt and deplorable 
ſtate to which they were reduced, through the 
unhappy fall of their firſt parents; to look 
upon themſelves as dead in treſpaſſes and ſins; 
and as ſuch, to prepare themſelves, by a ſtncere 


ſome Jews were only interſperſed; or rather, by 


reaſon of its bordering on divers Gentile nations; 


ſuch as the Phcoenicians, Syrians and Arabians. 


The whole country, as we are credibly informed 
-by the moſt authentic hiſtorians, was not only very 
fruitful, but extremely well cultivated; and the 


inhabitants were, for the generality, deemed very 
diligent and induſtrious, Its towns and gy 


were very numerous, and fo. well inhabited, 

the leaſt of them did not contain leſs than fifteen 
thouſand fouls, It is univerſally known, that our 
bleſſed Saviour was ſurnamed the Galilean, by 
reaſon of his being brought up at Nazareth, a 


| - city of Galilee, His diſciples likewiſe, and all 


thoſe who embraced his doctrines, were called Ga- 
lileans; becauſe all the apoſtles in general were 
- and 


LG 


natives of that province. 
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other terms) into the kingdom of the promiſed 
(0%) Meffiah, the glorious deliverer and ſa- 
viour of a finful world, whoſe advent (ot 
coming) was at hand, and which they had 
long wiſhed for with ſo much earneſtneſs and 
impatience. 1 1 ts 
After theſe preliminary and publjc exhorta- 
tions, in order ſtill farther to encourage his ſe- 
lect apoſtles, who were to act under his divine 
commiſſion, in the promulgation of all his 


inſtitutes, both in ſeaſon and out of ſeaſon ;. to 


0 ) Meſſiah, in Hebrew, Meſhiab, the Anoint- 
ed; f:om Maſhah, to anoint; a name given prin- 


cipally, and by way of eminence, to that ſovereign 


deliverer who was expected by the Jews, and whom 


they verily expect even at this day; ſince he is ak 


ready come at the appointed time in the perſon-of } 
Jeſus Chriſt, in whom the prophecies, relating to 
accompliſhed. — The Greek 


the Meſſiah, are fully 
word (Chriſtos) from whence comes Chriſt and 


Chriſtian, exactly anſwers to the Hebrew term 
(Meſhiah) which ſignifies, one who has received 
unction, a king or a prieſt; for it was a cuſtom 


among the Jews to angint their kings and high 


prieſts ; and ſometimes moreover, their moſt vene- 2 


rable prophets, 


* 3 
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and unfeigned repentance of their paſt-tranf- 
greſſions, by their becoming new creatures, 
and ſpiritually born again, for their future 
admiſſion into the kingdom of Heaven, or (in 


awaken 


— __ — — — 


awaken his other (g) diſciples out of their dan- 
gerous ſtate of ſinful ſecurity; and to quicken 7 
and prompt them to purſue the one thing need- 
ſul, the great and important work of their re- 
generation, which could only be effected 
through faith in him; he wrought daily a great 
number of the moſt humane and compaſſionate 
(+) miracles in every place wherever he came, 


(g) Diſciple, in the firſt ſenſe of the word, means 
one who learns any thing from another : lence 
the followers of a teacher, philoſopher, or head 
of a ſect, are uſually called his pupils, or diſ- 
ciples ; and thus the word (diſciple) in the New 
Teſtament, abſolutely taken, fignifies a believer, 
a chriſtian, a ſcholar, a follower of Chrift or his 
apoſtles, The diſciples, however, who followed 
our bleſſed Saviour from the beginning, were, in 
point of number, either ſeventy, or ſeventy-two; 
and from thence he elected his apoſtles. 

) Miracle is defined, by the Rev. Dr. Samuel 
Clarke, to be a work, effected in a manner dif- 
ferent from the common and regular method of 

ovidence, by the interpoſition either of God 

Fimſelf, or ſome intelligent agent, ſuperior to 
man. As it has been a matter of great contro- 
verſy, whether true miracles can be worked by 
any leſs power, than the immediate power of 
God; and whether, to complete the evidence of 
a miracle, the nature of the doQrine pretended to 
be proved thereby, is neceſſary to be taken into 
conſideration; we ſhall here oblige our readers 
with the above-named-learned divine's ſentiments 
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INTRODUCTION. W | 


and healed all kind of diſtempers, however 


malignant and ihcurable by others, by the bare 
on ſo important an article ; fince he has under. 
taken to ſet that controverſial point in the faireft 
and moſt -advantageous light. In reſpe@ to the 


power of God"(ſayF that judicious author) and ths WM 


nature of the things theniſelves, all things, that 
are poſſible at all, are equally eaſy to be done: it 
is, at leaſt, as great an act of power to cauſe the 
ſun to move at all, as to cauſe it at any time to 
ſtand ſtill; yet this latter we call a miracle, the 
Vcc. 
What degrees o ona 2 

ſuppoſed io dive 3 — . | 
or ſubordinate intelligences, is impoſſible for us 
to determine ; therefore a miracle is not rightly 
defined to be ſuch an effect, as could not have been 


produced 3 leſs power than the divine omni- 


otence. ere is no inſtance of any miracle in 
cripture, which, to an ordinary ſpectator, would 
neceſſarily imply the immediate operation of ori- 
ginal, abſolute, and underived power. | | 
All things that are done in the world, are done 
either immediately by God himſelf, or by created; 
intelligent beings; matter not being at all capable 
of any laws or powers whatſoever; ſo that all 
thoſe things which we ſay are the effects of the 
natural power of matter, and laws of motion, are 
properly the effects of God, acting upon matter 
continually and every moment, either immediately 
by himſelf, or immediately by ſome created, intel 
ligent being. Conſequently, it is no more againſt WM 
the courſe of nature, for an angel to keep a man 


| 
| 


' the law of gravitation ; and yet the one is a mi- 


former; then that doctrine, whi 


wt INTRODUCTION. 
word of his power; and, in ſhort, in order to 


he had received his commiſſion from his hea- 
venly Father, and was no impoſter, when ſome 


from ſinking in the water, than for a man to hold 


a ſtraw from falling in the air, by over-powering 


racle, the other not ſo. 4 | 
The only poflible ways by which a ſpectator 
certainly and infallibly diſtinguiſh, whether 


— — be the works either imme _ of God 
by him ; 
or whether, on the — they are the works 
of evil ſpirits,” are theſe: if the doctrine, atteſted 
by miracles, be in itſelf impious, or manifeſt] 
tending to promote vice; then, without all queſ- 
tion, the miracles, how great ſoever th av. 
pear to us, are neither wrought by God.himſelf, 
nor by his commiſſion. —If the doctrine itſelf be 


\ indifferent, and, at the ſame time, there be 


worked other miracles, more, and Ke than 2 
is atteſted by 


the fuperzor power, muſt neceſſarily be believed to 


of 


e divine: this was the caſe of Moſes and the 
Egyptian magicians. If, in the laſt place, the 
doctrine, atteſted by miracles, tends to promote 
the honour of God, and the practice of righteouſ- 
neſs among men; and yet nevertheleſs be not in 
elf demonſtrable, nor could, without a revela- 
tion, be diſcovered to be actually true; and there 


A ſno pretence of more and greater miracles to 
„ eee eee 
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INTRODUCTION. ix |} 


particular (i) lunatics, or, in other terms, ſuch: || 
as were poſſeſſed with (4) devils, were brought - 


and miracles of Chriſt ; then the miracles are un- 
queſtionably divine, and the doQrine muſt, with- 


out all controverſy, be 1 as an imme- 2 | 


diate and infallible revelation from God. — See 
Clarke's evidences of natural and revealed religion: 


To this quotation, we ſhall add a very juſt ob- 
ſervation of the celebrated lord Bacon, - namely, 
that a miracle was never wrought by God to con- 
vert an atheiſt ; becauſe the light of nature might 
have led him to confeſs a God: but miracles, ſays 
he, are deſigned to convert idolaters, and the ſu- 
perſtitious, who have acknowledged-a deity, but 
erred in the manner of adoring him; becauſe no 
light of nature extends ſo far, as fully tö declare 
the will and true worſhip of Gt. 


ſeripture, ſick perſons are called lunatics, who are 
attacked principally in the changes of the moon; 
for example, epileptical perſons, or they who 
have the falling ſickneſs; mad people, or they 
that are tormented with fits of diſmal melan- 
choly ; and laſtly, ſuch as are poſſeſſed by the devil. 

(4) Devil. The Greek term is (Diabolus) a 
calvmniator, an accuſer; one, who accuſeth us 
before God day and night; from whence he is 
called the accuſer of the brethren. The word devil 
ſeldom occurs in the Old Teſtament ; for there 
he is generally called Belial, which is a Hebrew 


term, that ſignifies one, good for nothing, a li- 


bertine ; one, that is extremely wicked. He is 


alſo called Satan, which fignifies an adverſary, or 


an accuſer in a court of jaſtice. 


before 


x INTRODUCTION: 


defore him, thoſe devils themſelves trembled 
at his preſence, and were compelled inſtanta- 
neouſly,” though not without, the utmoſt reluc- 
tance, to reſign their tenure, acknowledge his 
divinity, and beg of him not to * chem 
before their time. 
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CHAP. V. ver. 1. 4. 


1 And ſeeing the multizudes, he. went 
up into a mountain; nd aden be was 
ſet, his diſciples came unto him. 


» And pot ment, kun vi 
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cher, ſaying. vine 0 12 
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9 a great multitude from Gale fol. 
lowed him, aka from * een 0 


Again, f ** 2 
And he PUR 5 into a mountain; 100 f os” 
mn cometh he Ee. An 
© "TAX Us 13. 20. 
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2 The Divint ORATOR; or, 


A familiar Paz APTRHRASE of the two pre- 
ceding VERSES of the Tzxr. 


I. OW theſe numerous and ſupernatu- 
ral operations, infinitely above the 
art of the moſt able and experienced phyſicians 
- to-accompliſh; having drawn a vaſt multitude 
of the people from all parts about him; that is 
to ſay, ſome from Galilee, (a) Decapolis, (5 Je- 


(a) Decapo li is a-coun in Paleſtine; ſo 
alle, — contained 7 principal cities, 
8 ſuuated⸗ ſome on one ſide, and ſome. on the other 
of the river Jordan. 


(8) Jeruſalem. This city was antiently called 
Jebus, or Salem. _ "have called it Solyma, 
and the Greeks Hieroſolyma; the Hebrews called 
it eruſchalaim, or Je - Lg which terms fig- 
nify, either the viſion only, or actual inheritance 
of peace. Though it was given to the tribe of 
Benjamin by: Joſhua ; yet it ap to have been 
within the diviſion of the tribe of Judah in the 
Ixxvüiick pſalm, and the 68th verſe. When the 
Lord, — had declared Jeruſalem to be the 
place which he had made choice of for his habi- 
tation, it was looked upon as the metropolitan 10 
of the Iſraelites in general. This city was 
eicher on one or two hills, and was — — 
with mountains. It was ſituated in. a ſtony and 
barren ſoil, and was about threeſcore furlongs in 
length. 
i ruſalem, 
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The BEAUTY, of Holzes, 3 


ruſalem, and (c) Judea 1 and an. even 
from a * n that they preſſed 


| K * 8 16 5 Meere e 
00 Judea is a pr Vo Ai, which was an 
tiently called the of Canaan, or the Land 


2 afterwards the Land of 2 or the 
1; and laſtly, Ir. | 

"(0 ordan, a river of 
ptures. Some aſſert, 

from the amo Hebeoe ones Jr an Li: Dan; the f 

mer ſigni 5 and the latter 


2 ſountain-head ,0f 0s 
— aa one allot Jar. al 19s 


town, near 
river. | 


he gs 2 that it derive 


looked upon dubious and ae for i the 
us - , 

rſt place, it is not true, that Rp Cor Feed is 

r 428 05 ps any of how 

was called Dan; 


, for the moſt part, 2 5 «chat ez Pa 
and in the next, it 18 


— — — thr te Veda. The 


vilible origin of the river er Joni i ai Mikey 
the Crs fountain-head whereof lies in mount 
Lidanus,-and,upon which the little town called 
Dan is ſitusted, about four 1 e er than 
Cxſarea: F hilippi, where the Jordan Proper 1% be- 
| The o 1 of river, W 
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4 The bir Onaron; or, 


too hard upon him: To aoid. therefore, that 
inconvenience, and in order to be better ena 


bled to teach and inſtruct, not only his choſen 
_ apoſtles, 'whoſe aid and aſſiſtance would ſoon 
| RE IA r 


rem ls Cotes i runs 
u * 75 1 leagues, till it diſ- 
wege ira inte the Dead Sea, and there is loſt, 
In its courſe, it forms — — 
at five or fix diſtance from iti ſpring 

it enters Tnto'the lake of Tien, a — 
1 throu h it. It overflows its banks about the 


V -harveſt, or the ate the pallaver. 


bee 1 LO 
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 berias, as far is the Dead Sea. 
us, that this plain is twelve hun 
6. hr and in the width about — 
enty. From the ſacred 2 tate we 
> S Mu of the he muny oe hat wore po 
Formed in chis river., In Joſh, i; 13, Kc. 

read how it was divifled, 15 beer free 
for the 3 — command of 


IM 2 ble and ak e e In 2 Kings ü. 
TT W its waters were 


6 pvp phets El jah and Eliſha.” In Kings vi. 
2 „ how: Elijah —. the iron- of . at, 
7 * fell inte it, ſwim upon the fy Andi 
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ture miniſtry, but his 8 0 dikciples, and 4 
vaſt throng of ſtrangers that ſurrounded him, 
he withdrew to the top of a mountain, and 
there ſeated himſelf on the 'brow thereof, in 
order more eafily and univerſally to be heard. 


4. And from thence he inſtructed them in 
the fundamental laws and principles of the 
kingdom of their expected Meſſiah, and of that 
holy diſpoſition and frame of mind that was 
abſolutely for their reconciliation with 
an offended God, and their admiſſion into the 
kingdom of Heaven, through their faith-in him, 
He POLIO, banda. ag 
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dich he picked. pon for the 4 of bis 
divine inſtitutions to ſuch a numercus aſſembly: ; 
and the attitude, or poſture, which he made 
choice of before he commenced his inimitable 


h oration, 


in the firſt place, then, let us conſider who 
this divine orator was. It was no leſs a perſon 
"than, the ever-bleſſed*(F) Jeſus, the Son-of the 
"Moſt high God, and his - minifter and aſſiſtant 
In the Creation both of the Heavens and dhe 


deln vw 2 * A. 8 


eee remorkale on on: oma] nery 


© occaſions; not © - account of our 
'\ Ken, 8955 ing this 2 luimitable ſerinon 'thefe ; 


but becauſe Solomon, out — compliance with his 


E who were either Ammonites or Moabites, 


e thereon in hono one. Newberg — * 


t (according to e 
"= "4 6s from Jeruſalem.-(that;is to (ay) what 
the Jews termed a ſabbath- day s Journ This 
. ounce likewiſe yery le for its ha- 


ing three ſeyeral ſummits ; but articularly 
. on account of dür puts; But more pe aſcenfion 
"nw — — 2 — which ſtood in the center. 


* 2 holpua, o q # ig pr a LB, d. l e 


iner ſave. aps ay > per rey fled th with ſo 
u ſi 
RN of. 15 Ar Jet Sr. „che fa the 
* bo hath fav from: fin and hell, and 
N ks 0 e his 


th 
px 8 afid eel 
acl por pol tu ed, 
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Earth 
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ai 77 een 


3 


| a meſſenger, from (angellein) to carry a meſſage, 
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Earth; in a word, the Second Perſon i in * 
ever- adorable Trinkty. © 555 2 FW 


This divine preacher at the AN 
. perſon who was promiſed to Abraham and the 
patriarchs ; the Melah; that very uniyerſal 
Saviour, who was promiſed ſhould come in due 
time; that ſeed of the woman in whom all 
the nations of the earth ſhould be bleſſed; Who 
was declared to be the brightneſs of his father's 
glory, and the expreſs image of his perſon. | 
This was he who converſed with Abraham and 
"_ mm (2) wat the covenant 


in 


Y 4 33 


Sg af the e Lo e. Jelus Chain, | 
Vleſſed Saviour himſelf : —the word angel in 
eben le fo called from the Greek term (angelos) ü 


or execute an order: this nexat name is given to- 
. py of thoſe ſpiritual and intelligent beings, who i 
ate ſuppoſed to execute the will of God in the go—- 
 vernmenit of che world. As we bend in the fadred BY 


of a great number of gemi or — 
32 z ſuch, or inſtance, as Michael, v | 
che book of Daniel, is acknowledged 9 


Df 
> 
7 
** % 4 


and the angel Achriel, in the lame book, is ſaid® 


to be the prote&or of the kingdom of Petſta, KC. 


Ec. So we read io ſundry places of the ſame holy 
writ, of evil angels, the miniſters, or inſtruments 
of God's wrath and vengeance on incbrrigible ang 
impenitent ſinners ; ſach; for e * the de- 


S n ; 


"S* 
* 


protector of Gas avourite people the egy 11 


6 The aide Sies ;* 6; 
in whom the name of the great (6) beet 
: err 


1 ' 1 
7 — 5 . — ; . 1 , n In 
Lt 1 1 1 1 758 0 vb - # a 42 g 7 


| a the angel of . andthe ra 
| 1 ttomleſs pit; To allo the angel of death. 
In 2 Kings xix. 3 ye — ni army 
* „ by lu zing * In 2 Cor. 
we are told, 2 the an or miniſter of 
was ſuffered to buffet St. "Pant, and lay 
| numberteſs tem maps in his way. In the: reve- 
lations of St. e = Lof the bottomleſs 
Bits ſid/to be the p 7.47 evils, and the ſame 
As the deſtroyin 49 and pa xxiv. 16. 
It is aid, chat ew the Iſraelites, the ſubjetts 
of king David; becauſe that prince, through a 
pride in his own power, took the number. of his 
people, and, by that a& of ambition, drew down 
| 3 2 the Almighty, on his devoted 
bead. n gen neral, ane as all good angels, 
E hes rn and, are diſtinguiſhed the name of 
angels of light; ſo, on the other, evil ones are 
| + the angels of darkneſs. 
0) Jehovah, one of che names of the Almighty 
"In the ſeriptures. This name was not re- 
| vealed before the time of Moſes. I appedred 
to Abraham, to Iſaac, and to Jacob, Fa God, 
4 Baal vi. 3. by the name o God. Almighty; 
1 but, by my name Jehovah, I was not known to 
. + them,” The term (Jehovah) ſignifes, He 
* who ſubſiſts of himſelf, and gives being to 
\ '«dthers.” This name of God is differently ex- 
SE 3 different authors. One writes him ſevo; 
Sthers Jaho. Some diſtinguiſh him by the tle of 
BESS And, in divers. antient authors, 


following names, VIZ. , = 


e moſt e ve l 


were not unacquainted with the pronunciation of 


ſpect for this holy name, left off the cuſtom o 
pronouncing it, and by that means forgot 
and genuine pronunciation of it. The Se 


ever knows the true r * it ade | 


ciation. In their reading, or their prayers, they 


_ by virtue of the name of Jehovah, engraved on 
*. and infiſt farther, that we might 


ob. Nabe nei 8 
In this mot illuſtrious And divine" perſon, 


"It: ity 3371 


DOPE! It we en 


1114 


Jaon, 1 lg "The Moors oi 
whom ſome believe to be tlie fame as: Jehovah. 
The Latins, gd on pan * their Jovis, 
or Jovis pater, from 

2 2 ty on whic VN 1 ek oor 
wed be expreſſed 'by Javo, Jad, Jaon, Jevo, 
Jave, Jehvah, &c. an the antient Hebrews 


1 <= n r * r WY.» . n 


it; ſince they recited A per and in £ 
reading of p 6c ſacred books. 

The Jews, however, after the captivity of . 
bylon, out of exceſſive and ſuperſtitious * 


the hes 
t 
generally 8 it (Kürios) the Lord. The — 


call this name of God the * 


the name with four letters, and 


fail of being heard by 
not the kappinels at 1 day to de heard, it'is 
owing only to their ignorance of the true pronun- 


and that, if they have 


never mention the word ehovah, but, inſt | of 
Ih make uſe either of e term Adedai- or Elo- 
im. They make, in ſhort, a I of making 
an attempt to pronounce it; and retcnd, that the 
angels elves have not the 1i of ufing it. 
They tell us, that Moſes petformed all his miracles 


_— 
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* The baun orerer ee, 


he was cloathed with light, as 
MM wich 2 garme nt, and was the expreſs likeneſs 
k ae l, yet out of pure tenderneſs 
2 compaſſion for the fallen race of mankind, 
With amazing condeſcenſion laid all his glory 
aside, aud b ſo low, as to alſume an 
human form, ſurrounded with all the infirmi- 
Ves (tho? finleſs) to which mankind are daily 
expoſed ; with this noble and generous view, 
that he might ſet us a ſhining example of pa- 
_ tience, meekneſs, and 4 chearful reſignation 
"to the divine will. 
This was" he, who, after be. bad et » 
* - tedious life of forrow and reproach, notwith- 
- ſanding all his numberleſs acts of loving · kind- 
neſs and indulgence towards his moſt implacable 
enemies, at laſt ſubmitted to the moſt igno- 
minious and painful death, even, the death. of 
the croſs; that all mankind, through his inter- 
celſion for them, might be reſtored to the fa- 
vour and affection of an offended God, and 
Vn RO ond * fon, ,pariakers of 


| w. 
1 


to work mir i ie We ab 
of coming at the perfect pronunciation 
moſt awf name; and flatter eh that 85 
-  Meſtah, at his coming into the world, will teach 
them that pound tc Ehe he 


q 
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* A Sf n the flext p pute, (to reflect oft that 
le peculiar ſpot of ground whieh he pitehed upon 
nd, for the promulgation of his divine inſtitutes; 
ory and that was on an adjacent eminence, or 
* moußtzin : now, notwithſtghting It is highly 
mi- | probable, thai be made chojce/theredf with ho 
ily other view than his on eaſe and conyeniense, 
W. and the advantage of his numerous auditos; 
pa- yet there are ſome commentators Who iniagirie, 
ion that his withdrawing, to an, ill, on this moſt | 
ſolemn oocaſton, carries a more co 
. myſtical meaning ia it, than! , offiers, 36 WI il li} | 
to admit of. However, 33 their notion is ber- 
fectly innocent, tho a mere. conj we 


think it not altoge aher an ere of che feng 


int 
| Attention... n 21614 tte bins Nevis 
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* (i Decalogue, fay; they, or ten c -- 
by 2 * 18, Were deliurred by God the Father 


n E) Si Jai, with men. nder, 
Sung (i) Sinai, with mil heb . 


* * 10 Te en, CITED on. t 10 
wy py si lifes Gent aso b CALLED $i 4 
NU the ten 
L | mem) delivered God to Maſes, ant by: 
tten on Es of tans; and · even — ws 
the — ab the baſis: and foundation ee 


' religion, _-_ a ot Judd 0 r Aa l 

"(#5 Mount Sirai, r' mount dine u les 
mountain of Arabia; Petra, upon which th Al- 
. 


— 


132 The Dyving ORAT oA; or, 
with fire and an earthquake, in order to ſtrike 
a a reverential awe and inward horror on the nu- 


ni 
bl 


£ 


of peninſula, formed by the two arms of the Red 
Sea; one of which extends itſelf towards the 
north, and is diſtinguiſhed by the name of the 
:*Gulph of Kolſum; the other ſtretches out towards 
che caſt, and is called the Gulph of Elan, or the 
.Elanitiſh Sea. The Arabians, at this very day, 
Kall mount Sinai by the name of Tor, that is to 
ay, the mountain, by way of emidence; and in con- 
_ | Aradiftinttion:to all others; or elſe they. diſtinguiſh 
It by the name of Gibel Mouſa, i. e, the moun- 

| Eyes Ger Oy cat he pom 
=_ * Ia N P. Cairo: ity, 
tt requires-a journey of about ten days to trayel 
1 thither. The vi * of Sinai, w the Iſ- 
melites continued incamped for near twelve months 
ſueceſſively, and where Moſes erected the taber- 
nacle of the covenant, is elevated conſide- 
-:*ably'above the reſt of the country. The aſcent 


NT 8 N 
© extremity of this plain, on the north fide,” ſtand 
"conſpicuous two mountains, remarkably high; one 
1 whereof is called mount Sinai, and is the higheſt 
ae two; and iſhed by the 
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the BAU TY of Hotiness,” 13 
crumerous aſſembly then attending and trems 
u- bling below ; fo the ever=bleſſed Jeſus, his 
us only-Begotten ſon, was determined to explain 
his divine ſtatutes on a mountain likewiſe ; but 
the then (as it were) by way, of contraſt, he en * | 
by deavoured to allure his audience by all the en 
ne dearing arts of fond perſuaſion, and like an 
, orator ſent from Heaven, to invite them to put 
n- off the old man, and become new creatures z . 4 
iſh F 
e bole faith and confidence in him, they 
ty, MN had beſors acknowledged his Father ;, be_ad- 


uneven, it is ſufficient to contain about chreeſcore 
; — ry erected a, — 


E ie, he Hato of Sinai | 
tioned to be on the top of Sinai, - wi is another 


— foe of ee e a gent 
88 n. 


16: The Diving OAA Ton , 
dreſſed himſelf to. the multitude. in the ſoftef 


and; moſt, harmonious accents ; his lips, i ina 


word, carried nothing of terror in them 3 but, 
inſtead thereof, were full of grace and paternal 
indulgence ; ; and the drops that diſtilled from 
them were infinitely "Tweeter than either the 
honey or the honey-comb, . 


Ene laſt article e eee 
ſideration, is, the attitude or poſture which he 
made choice of, by way of preparation, be- 
fore he opened his mouth, or delivered any 
part of his new legiſlation. He fat himſelf 

down on the brow of the hill, in order either 
to comply with the cuſtom, time out of mind 
obſerved- by the Jewiſh doctors, or rabbies, 
When they were wont to inſtruct their young 
pupils, or diſciples, in order to ſhiw their fu- 
periority ovet them, and the better to. com- 

nd their attention :—or elſe, it. is poſſible, 
h. ſcated himſelf there with x more important 
view namely, to illuſtrate to them, by a Kind 
0 (1) hieroglyphic, the grandeur and ſublimity 
of thoſe/divine precepts which - he was about 
to pronounce before! hen, and impreſs on their 
minde- ths infinite obligations they lay, under 
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The Bravery of Hoi Ess. 14 


to him for deſcending from Heaven, and af- 
ſuming the human nature, that they might ob- 
tain everlaſting ſalvation, in and through his 
merits and mediation for them at the throne of 
grace, ot the ea terms of their faith in him | 
as theif true Meſſiah, 


[(MPROVEMENT. 


If then e divine orator was that moſt il- 
luſtrious perſonage above deſeribed, who came 
down from Heaven with ſuch authority, and 
ſuch amazing condeſcenſion, to inſtruct man- 
kind, and to reſtore a loſt and ſinful world td 
the favour and affection of an offended deity; 
if this SI I. was that (m) la lamb of 

| 2 ir 


(m)' Lamb of God be 3 pet the 
110 n vs as like a lamb. 'Fhe lamb of God is 


the name whereby John the baptiſt called Jeſus 


Chriſt, when he ſaw him coming towaras him, 
(lohn i; 29, 36.) to fignify the innocence of this 
divine favions, and his quality, as a victim, which 
1 offered up for the ſins of the world. It 

is very probuble, that he mi phe allude to theſe. 
words of the prophet Iſaiah, (chap. lin. 7.) * He 
is brought as 1 lamb to the flaughter; Ls as 
a ſheep before his ſhearers is Sends ſo he 
** openeth not hiymouth.”.—And' in many places 
of revelations ' (viz. chap. v. 6, 8, 12, 13. 
vi. 1. wii. . Xii. 11, * he is pcinted out co 


o 
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16 The Divine ORATOR.,09, 


God, who hath overcome the (u) angel of 


death, and, by his glorious reſurrection, de- 


us under the idea of a lamb that had been ſacri- 
ficed. In Iſaiah xii. 6. it is ſaid, that, in the 
« time of the Meſſiah, the lamb and the wolf 
e will feed peaceably together ;” and in the goſ- 
pel, the wicked, at the day of judgment, are 
compared to goats, and the righteous to ſheep or 
lambs. And in Luke x. 3. we are told, that our 
bleſſed Saviour ſent his diſciples to preach the 
« goſpel to the. Gentiles, like lambs amidſt 
wolves.” NO} FIR? | | 


he has killed any perſon, he waſhes his ſword in 
the houſe, thereby conveying a mortal * to 
it; for which 7 the ſews, upon the death of 
any of their family (male or female) throw away 
all the water they can find within-doors. This 
angel (ſay ey) ſtands at the bed's head of the 
dying perſon, holding a naked ſword in his hand, 
at the point whereot hang three drops of gall, 
The ſick man perceiving the angel, in a great 
fright; opens his mouth, whereupon the three 
drops fall in ; the firſt of which immediately oc- 
caſions his death; the ſecond makes him pale and 
kvid, and the laſt diſpoſes him to be ſoon reduced 
to duſt and aſhes. The Jews. farther believe, that, 
when any one of their ſect is buried, the angel of 
death ſeats himſelf upon his grave; and; at the 
ſame time, the ſoul of the deceaſed returns to his 


body, and ſets him upon his legs; then the angel, 


taking an iron chain, one half whereof being 4 
N 8 8 3 , £0 
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the Bravry of Hotintss. 17 
monſtrated his dominion over the grave; ahd 
is now | the identical perſon who aſcended in 
triumph to the right-nand of imperial glory 


and majeſty, above the higheſt Heavens, and 


in and through whoſe merits and mediation 


alone it is, we have a comfortable aſſurance of | 


not only leading a happy life in this world, but 
of obtaining everlaſting happineſs in that which 
is to come: it is then a duty indiſpenſably in- 


cumbent on all ſincere chriſtians to hearken to 
his divine ſtatutes, and make them the rule of 5 


their. chearful obedience. No dangers, how 
great ſoever, ought to terrify or deter them 
from their perſeverance ; no difficulties, how- 
ever ſeemingly inſurmountable, ought to diſ- 


courage them, nor any tranſitory enjoyments 


of this life allure them to ſwerve from their 
duty : may all of us, therefore, through the 
aid and aſſiſtance of his moſt Holy (o) Spirit, 

| be 


cold as ice, and the other half burning hot, he 
ſtrikes the body with it, and ſeparates all the 
members. 4 this he ſtrikes it a ſecond time, 


by which he beats out all the bones; and, at the 
third and laſt ſtroke, reduces the whole carcaſe to 


aſhes, After he * thus accompliſhed his work, 

15 Jews imagine, that the 1 api re-unite 
arts, an wk — the body in 

WEE irit, in Hebrew rew (Ruach) 2 (Pneuma) 

Latin n is, in ſeripture, ometimes 

D 2 taken 
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38 The Diving ORATOoR or, 


be enabled to follow his ſhining example, and 
continue patient in well-doing, without the 
leaſt wavering or deviation, whilt we live here, 
in order to our attainment of an en, 
ſelicity hereafter ! 


taken for the Holy Ghoſt, the Third person of the 
ever- bleſſed Trinity, who 2 the prophets, 
animates good men, pours into our 
Hearts, imparts to us light and comfort, in whoſe 
10 e we are baptized, as well as in Wo the 
er and the Son; that CENTS Toe 2.1 

raceeds from * ad Son 2 i, 1 

| ut, 8, xv 23+ an 
dal tha wn Wen | 
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The Text  pocoding, to St. Marrurv. 


I Bleſſed are che gy in > ſpirit ; for theirs 
is the kingdom of Heaven.  -, . 


PAR 411 EI TEXTS. 


| Bleſſed be ye poor; for yours is the kingdom 
of God. —Loxx vi. 20. 


Better it is to be of an humble ſole aa Fe 
the lowly, than to divide the ſpoil with us 
proud. —PROYERBS xvi. 19. 


A man's pride ſhalt bring him low; but hs 
nour ſhall Mae the humble in Wü. W 
; Paras xxix. * 


For thus faith the high and] le one, ibn 
inhabiteth eternity, whoſe name is Holy: 1 
dwell in the high and holy place: with him 
all that 1 is af a contrite and humble ſpirit, u wi 

1 3 | e | 
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2 The D OA, on 
revive the ſpirit of the humble, and to revive e 
the heart of the contrite ones. ISA. lv. 23. t 


To chi man will J look, even to him that 
is poor and of à contrite ſpirit; and trembles if © 
at my word. —IsALAn Ixvi. 2 


| Suffer the little nde 200 forbid thaw p 
not to come unto me; for of ſuch is the 
gon of Heaven, —MarTREW x XIX. 1 t 


A familiar n of the Third J 
Vsz8e-:of the TEIr. 


Lefledare all. ſuch as are of an humble and 

I docile temper, accompanied with a love to 

eruth ; ſuch as are ready and willing, at all J 
times, chearfully to embrace it on their firſt * 
conyiftion; ſuch as, in ſhort, value and regard 
it infinitely beyond all the pomps and vanities 

. that this world can produce; and, for the ſake g 
of it, are prepared (without the leaſt reluctance 

er reſerve) to reſign every preſent worldly en- 2? 
joyment: bleſſed are all ſuch, I ſay, as. have 1 
that humble and teachable-frame. of mind, as a 

s abſolutely requiſite to introduce them into 1 + 


_ the kingdom of the Meffab in this world, and I * 
| [ . . + ora an ever · bleſſed and everlaſting 
13 2 eſtabliſh- 
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ebene in * kingdom. of Heaven 0 8 
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f 3 en ue 
ocean Ririacrions on we bes * 
ing VIII. 126 off 
m Here a are ſeveral CHEE in this bet bene⸗ 
10 diction well-worthy of the chriſtian Fig þ 


tice. And, i in the firſt. place, we myſt obſerve, 

that the bleſſing is not pronounced on thoſe 27, 

dre poor and deſpicable in the eyes of the 

world; who ftand in need of the common ne- 

ceſſaries of life, and are deſtitute of all friends 

4 * encourage or ſupport them; neither are the 

ſpiritually poor entituled to the bleſſing ;; for 
1 ſuch as are deſtitute of the grace and (p) ſpirit, 
a of (g) Chriſt ; 8 of their 
4 ſpiritual 


'S- 

. ) Spirit, in this. lace, fignifies a. ſpirit 

cc i 12 — * and Modisg. wir of 

e (7) Chnſt, a Greek term, which ſign 21 

1 e and anſwers to. the Hebre word Me 
This is the name attributed by the Hebrews to 

1 that Saviour and Deliverer, Ren they expected, 

s W and was er to them by all the prophets., 

0 2 holy unction Was ws gi ven 8 kings, rieſts, 

8 and prophets, repreſent! e | 

6 view of the Air under the * of Be asien | 

or the Meſſiah, it was ſufficiently evidenced, 7 
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ſpiritual wants are ſpiritually poor indeed ; but 
not poor in ſpirit: neither has the low and 
mean - ſpirited man; he, who acts beneath the 
lignity or character of a man, or a chriſtian, 
any title to the above benediction; neither has 
he any ſhare therein, who makes himſelf vo- 
luntarily poor; who enthuſiaſtically reſigns all 
his worldly effects to the church, (as ſome 
blind Mages papiſts do) i in order to allume the 
hypocritical character of a religious (7) men- 
dicant ; no; the benediction deſcends on thoſe 
only whom the goſpel makes poor, by giving 
them an inſight into their ſpiritual wants and 
necelhties, and by directing them to the bleſſed 
Jeſus, who alone is able to make them rich 
unto ſalvation: none, to conclude, but thoſe 
who are truly humble and poor in ſpirit, have 


any real right or 5 to the kingdom of 
Heaven. 


the g qualities of king, I 2 ocophet. "would 


all eminently meet in I, and that he ſhould EX- 


eiciſe them, not only over the Jews, but over all 


. manki ad; and in a Are N. manner over all thoſe 


WO oui believe in him, and e Fe. u him 


for their Saviour, theix King, their Fc 
their Prophet. 


mongſt che n 
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£4 Mendicant, act's = monk or be 
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. love kl affection for the randeur l 


and pleaſures of a wicked world z on the 
other, againſt the unmanly rar of ny caſual 
evils that may poſſibly furround us | If we are 
poſleſſed of the forme are fleeting and 


* 3's 
PR 


ey 


the Bzavry of Hoxing's3. 23 


£ * 8 1 - o my \ «fk 
a ; * o 8 5 ies 
— Ly * 
7 * : 1 4 2 % * M2: - ns 
FT." ** . i. vi ” % 0 * 
4 "# 


Since then a docile temper is the firſt ſtep t to- 
wards, our becoming true chriſtians ; "Phe is 
teachable ſrame of mind is abſolutely requiſite, 1 
in order to procure us the favour of the Al. 
mighty, and to gain us admittance among the | 
diſciples . of the ever-bleſſed Jeſus z ſince an 
high eſteem for truth, and a ſteady adherence 
to her in every circumſtance of life, are the 
only methods preſcribed for our attanment of 
—_ felicity 3 15 careful r! we to be, 


tranſitory; and if the latter efall us, however 
diſmal the profpe&, it is the putk preſcribed us 
to our ſafe arrival at the (s) New Jeruſalem. 


Let, thetefore, no terror of the world affright 
us 3, but det gur her sner d nh bed 


ti gut E 11 2097 36145 . 2 
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tations of the rightegws,. X 3 21— 22 
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and ſincere; ; for truth is aboye all, and muf 
be ſought with unwearied diligence and appli. Nauf 
cation; fince all thoſe who find her may be 
well a that ſhe will infallibly crown 
their conſtancy and perſeverance with everlaſt- 
ing happineſs, | 
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The Texr, according to . Marrury. of 
F H # P. V. ver. . 55 


50 + dere are they that mourn z 1 the = 


RN ei TAT. 


= © The Lord hath anointed W rein 
unto them that mourn in Zion, to give them 
beauty for aſhes; the oil of joy for mourning, 
and the garment of praiſe for the (pirit,of hear i. 

vineſs.—[$AJAK Ixi. I, 3. fon 57; 35 eng? no 


Bleſſed 
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** 
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the BRAU of HoLiNEss, | 2g: 


Bleſſed are ye that weep now : for Ye ſhall/ 
laugh —LUKE vi. 21. f re 


Verily, verily, I yr vat you, that ye mall 

4 reep and lament, but the world ſhall rejoice; 
and ye ſhall be ſorrowful, but your fortpu halt: 

de turned into joy.—Jonn XV 206 5-4) 2: 


Who comforteth us in all our ir tribulation : 
5 that we may be able to comfort them which 
re in any trouble, by the comfort wherewith 
we ourſelyes are comforted of God,—2 . 
i 4. | | 
* Bleſſed i is an man 7 exducerh 8 : 


for when he is tried, he ſhall receive the crown- | 
N. Nef life, which the Lord hath promiſed to them 


that love him.—JAMEs i. 12. Sits e 306 e 


0 God ſhall wipe away all tears from. thelr 
CY Weres,—Rev. vil. Ih. 


A S PaRAPHRASE. of the Fourth 
Vxsk of the TEXT. 


LESS Eb are all thoſe, who, from a ſin- 
dere ſorrow and contrition for their paſt 
errors and offences, forſake them with the ut- 
noſt ed manns like» „ 


wiſe 
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by. wiſe") ave al ſoch as are overwhelmed with 
ſorrows and afflictions; ſuch as ſtand in need, 


aliredly; before it be long, bs d&ivered from 
all cke calamities t 


* 


58 


not only of the conveniencies, but the com- 


mem neceffaries of Hfe ; and yet bear them al 
with ehriſtiam patience, and a perfect roſigna 


tion to the dwine will: for aft fach-as Ars of 
this ſober and ſ&rivus diſpoſition; wie never 
am at extricating themſelves either out of their 


izing pains, or worldly misforfunes in 
which they are- involved, though ever ſo deep, 
by any ways or means that ate indirect, crimi- 
nal, or un yuſlifable, but wait with ſubmiſhon 
the Almighty s time for their relief, ſhall moſt 


hey labour under; ſhall be 
comforted; and amply reconipeneed- by the 
tokens of God's forgiving love; andy in a word, 
be refreſhed, beyond their moſt ſanguine ex- 


p pectations, with the reviving rays of his e eyer- 


laſting favour and affection 


N Ocbaftenal Ryriverions on the tue 


preceding VI NS ES. 


c | gk this text; there are three articles worthy 


of our obſer vation; namely, firſt, that a fin 


* ite onacucn and loro, or routing f 


pen W 
f admit 


l 
1 


che BEAUTY of Holtingss. 27 


admits'of no place for repentance, though ever 
ſo diligently ſought ſor, and with the utmoſt 
humiliation : ſecondly, that now, the preſent - 
time, is the only ſeaſon for the due performance 
of this important duty'; for whilſt we are li- 
ving, repentanee is an invaluable grace; but 
if deferred till aſter death, it will be an inex- 
'' WY preffible; an everlaſting puniſhment. And laſtly, 
u that a godly ſorrow for our manifold'fins and 
PW iniquities, in this world, will prove our in- 
- effable comſort Me, conſolation i in that which 
"Ys e F * 
How ite is ; the chriſtian cqpititution 
which, in every branch of it, is adapted to 
our neceſſities, and i in ſuch a Way, as 8 is alto- 
gether worthy. of its divine author | The con- 
tents of-it are N leſs than the pardon and 
forgivenels of a wicked world, than the reſto- 
ration of fallen man to that God whom he has 
ſo highly offended, And on what eaſy, What 
compaſſionate terms is this happy reconciliation. . 


procured ? Nothing more is required, than a | 


and a piqus reſplutzon to ſorſake all ſuch indir 


1a Ms NT HO Upon theſe kind, 
mit | E | tthete 


lingere mourping. ſor our paſt tranſgreſſions 


tect courſes, as will unavoĩdably lead ug. into -. - 
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theſe tender and indulgent conditions, our par- 

don is proclaimed by the only-begotten ſon of 
God. That moſt beneficent and affectionate 
Being, whoſe boſom glows with all his Father's 
goodneſs, hath, openly pronounced the ſincere 
mourner for his ſins, to be intitled to ever- 
Laſting bliſs, and the man of a broken ſpirit 
and contrite heart, to in 
comfort and conſolation. zan, is 


„ CELL then by ſuch a FO of "To 
neſs, let us take up arms againſt our treſpaſſes 


and fins; let our former tranſgreſſions be our 
future averſion and abhorrence. Let us con- 
ſider, that nothing but our ſins and iniquities, 
unrepented of, can deprive us of the favour 
and loving-kindneſs of the Almighty, or cauſe 
us to ſhudder and tremble at our appearance 
before him; that nothing but our inordinate 
and unruly paſſions can make us fly from the 
preſence of the Lord, from whom all our fe- 
licity is derived, and whoſe approbation 2 our 


ſovereign good. ce 


Let us awake then to Handed at. re- 
folve never to offend ſo beneficent, - ſo gracious, 
and ſo good a God any more; fince a genuine 
forrow for our paſt offences, and a renewed 
1.25 | "te 
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CHAP. v. ver. 3. 


77 Blefled are the mesk; for they £ an 
Nen inherit the earth.” 


Fs Al Texrs | 
$4 T& F* 


| Tama worm, and no man; 4 reproach of 0 
men, and deſpiſed by the people.— PAL. li. 6. 


© He will beautify the meek with ſalvation. 
Fe axle. 4. 


The meek {hall inherit the earth ; and ſhall 
2 * in the abundance of peace. 


PSALM XXXVvii. 11. 

. that he ſhould be the heir of 
the world, was not to Abraham, or to his ſeed, 
5 58 E 2 cmkrough 
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through tho law, but through the — 
of faith, —Row.. 3 Wo 1 tn 6 


bot HE enen of the Fifth 


Vzrse of the Trxr. 


LESS ED likewiſe are all fuel as aro of 
an inoffenſive, harmleſs, and peaceable 
frame of mind; who, by their gentle and mild 
deportment, teſtify, not only how. gautious 
they are of offering any injury or provocation 
to their neighbours ; but, with what patience 
and moderation they are ready, not only to 
bear, but forgive. any inſults, or acts of in- 
juſtice, that they meet with from others; for 
| theſe happy men ſhall weather many a ſtorm, 
ſhall conquer many a difficulty, which would 
be apt to bear down and over- power ſuch as are 
er ah dbſtinate and rugged diſpoſition ; © and, 
in mie end, "theſe happy men % Half inder 
« the earth (as the plalmiſt-exprefleth it) and 
* delight themſelves in the abundance of 


* peace,” which can no where have its ſcat, 
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th ſERE. we God, not only, 22 2 ane 
duty of meeł neſs recommended; but the 


important benefits and advantages, the wages 
and rewards, that ariſe. from the exerciſe. and 
ble practice of that particular grace, and duty; 
ld namely, che inheritance of the earth; 3 or, in 

us Mother terms, the meek: man ſhall nat only. 4 
on general be ſecured in the quiet poſſeſſion of 


to mall be admitted into that new earth, which 


in- hall take place when this wicked: world ſhall 


for e 
m, dwell in lave anfigence. er everand eu 3.1 


YE «eh Hig jo Kris 
are IMPROVEMENT. 11 
0, 13 9) 38} yo bien cies 1 tte 


I Let us reſſect here on this moſt 
nd Nef mind; on account whereof, the man, Who 


of I ſo happy as to have the poſſeſſion, of it, is 
at, pronounced 77 our ord and Say) ur, the Son 
of Gad hiowelf, to be one amon 


> Hof the bleſſed. Let us conſider, that the | prac- 
tice of this mild, this gentle. diſpoſition, 3s 
what directhy dende, not only to make us per- 


1 


1 fectly caly and contented here, but eternally 
| | E 3 _ happy 


ce — providence Bas allotted him here, but he - 4 4 


= —— — — -- — — ä — — 2 
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3 firaws from all frrife and contention ? 


| ir its defitice, fame of nnd wins mani alt 
| | the afurence imaginable, of # calm and feren 


3 admit of, whilſt the happy poſſeſſor of this 
VUirtue enjoys ſuch ſolid pence, Fudh tranquilit 
Within hanſelf, as is ſuper 

4 patnp and brite of workſly grandeur. | 9 


3 meek- 


dum an inſult, though. 


| yet the Lord and giver of life has been 'pleaſec 


* 
* * 


„* — 4 


e Who is there fo. ſavage and 
inhuman, as not to be charmed with him, who 


] 


of mind? Whoican, ever be 


3 rr 
be guilty of the ſeuſt act of injuſtice, and re · 
received; and becauſe ſt 
e 


he very well knows, that he i 


31 SW 15 


ul Wer e r mind unites n 


de, e of anxicties and cares 
wi 


tor by far to all the 


414 + G4 


Though this is the natural tendeney ” c 
amiable 4 Virtue, as it ſtands connected wi 
this our preſent tranſitory ſtate and condition 


to extend the view, and has WY: heightene: 
* e ſcene... „ eas vin Ou 


\ the Rravry ef Home 32 
;mmortality to man, has openel to un mf 


more durable ſtate, where righteouſneſs. and 
peace Thalt dwell for ever and ever.. 


This our Heavenly preacher has aſſured the 
meek and lowly, that they ſhall be poſſeſſed of 
2 more firm and permanent abode, a more con- 
nul ag, not made. wich hands, pen gh 
cir earthly habitation ſhall be totally diffolve 
and the proud, the infolent, and contentious, 
ſhall all be reduced. to. duſt and aſhes. ad 


Encouraged by fo delightful 3. profpeRt, Jet 
train” our Inordinate affections, anif rovt out 

ery turbulent and fretfut thought; let anger 
nd reſentment have no place in our bofoms, 
order, when that new world ſhall make its, 
offene ſhall ever be permitted £0 et, 
je may have an abundant entrance, and an. 
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| Braruvups the, Fourth, 
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8 5 The Taxr, conting ot. Men- | 
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| TIP are na ig do hunger” anda; 


MES ter eee i the 
be filled. Ar bn Cel 


r N . 


whe every, one that thirſteth come ye to t | 
waters; and he that hath no Mahan 44 aiſe 


p buy and eat. Iv. 1. it iy. br &f 


This faith che Lord God, Fe my 2 
vants 15 eat; but ye ſhall be hungry : be 
hold, m 00 Mall drink; but Fe. ſhall 


thirſty. —IsArAH RV. 13. * ; - — ente 


is Rg „tai IHE | 
«As for me, I will behold y face. in f 


| teouſneſs; 1 ſhall be fatisfied, when I 2 ab ca 
with thy lixeneſs.—Ps AL x xvii. „ 


am the bread of life ; he that cometh to i N. 
wall never hunger; and he that believeth I the 


me ſhall never thirſt.— JohN vi, 1 * 
Ja Ir; A a ; ppir 
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2 LESSED are all ſuch as make it the 
L) whole buſineſs and employment of their 
res to improve themſelves in every branch df 
rtue and goodneſs ; thrĩce happy are all thoſe, 


ſſefions of others, and aiming to obtain them, 
ther by open violence ar ſeeret treachery and 
ceity perpetually do to all men, out of a pious 
nſe of their duty to God, as they would, have 
hers do to them : for all ſuch ſhall never meet 


aiſe · worthy purſuĩts ; but, by the: goadaels 
> fayour of ine Almighty, - hall be afHEHðE¶Üd © 


e of righteouſneſs. in this wotid l ands by 


mpleated, ſhall be duly qualified for the moſt 
ted ations in that which TINS 0 
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the character of the perſons whom our bleſſed 
ord pronounces happy, but in what their 
_Fppineſs likewiſe doth conſiſt. We are here 

\ aſſured, 


Vase of the Tzxr.. 


ho, inſtead of inſatiably tbirſting aftet the | 


ith ady diſappointments in their honeſt and 


ith ſuMicient means fot the attainment of the 
aving; thoſe righteous, babits; perſected and | 
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. of ſanctification, wrought in vs by We k. 
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aſſured, that ſach as hunger and thirſt a 
righteouſneſs ſhall be filled. 1 By rightoouſae 
jn this place, we are to underſtand that of ju 
| tification ; that of the mediator imputed to, 
"Rand righteous in the ſight of God... And 
-are further to underſtand by it, * 


Spirit. By the former, there is a jel 
or alteration, in our ſtate and con- 
— A «rel 00s in es 
ion. ae 


| ben this declaration of cur bleſſed Savi | 
Re K 

| hoſe only are in a perfeclly happy and bleſſ 
Mate and condition, that do ſpiritually hung 
and thirſt after him and his | holineſs ;' that 
Hunger and thirſt after holineſs, is to be 
of the worth and ex 
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are pinched with hunger, 4 eh 
Lid du, ain ſeek after ther cu 
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IMPROVEMENtT.. 0 


What is it that ve require a 

neſtneſs from our neighbour ? On what con- 
ions do we deſire a ſocial intercourſe with 
n? No more than this, that he ſhould” re- 
MWiouſly prove true to his word; that he hould 
ſtrictly juſt and honeſt in all his dealings, 
i faithful to the truſt repoſed in him. Theſe 
the ſtrong bands of ſociety ; 
ent of friendſhip. Without theſe, univer- | 
miſtruſt and diffdence would prevail, con- 
ion and diſorder. would take place, and, 
mpted by reſtleſs and uncontrouled deres, 5 

whole race of mankind would become a ; 

ect band of infernais. 


| If then we are fully convinced of theſe im- 
t truths, let us make a well regulated, 7 
temper of mind our ' perpetual” care. Let 
endeavour to cultivate this happy diſpoſition 


$u1d ſeek for our daily food ; a diſpoſition; 
laiſfich is ſo reaſonable in itſelf, and which we 
„ moreover, faithfully promiſed, that we 
l be poſſeſſed of it in the higheſt degree; 
e will emen | 


an n 13 Ys 


775 e 22 


theſe the ſure 


10 * 2 J. Eat rr 2 


th as much diligence and application, as we 


— 


Warmed by ſogracious à declaration fron 
the Son of God himſelf, let us awake all c 
powers; be above all preſent allurements, : 
oppoſe, with all our might, every private vier 
every partial deſire, Let no temptation. ue 
to: break in upon our truth and integrity; 
no proſpect F W us to be 
vl in our dealings, 


9 


t us yy with. nee Yn and 
che Furie reaſonable manner; Are we 
part, of the human ſpecies, and Jhall 
thing whatever prompt, us to break rough 
che laws and ties of humanity? Shall we | 
tempted to be deceitful and treacherous. ou 
ſelves, when we would treat others, upon 
detected fraud, with che utmoſt abhorrence a 
contempt ? If we think ourſelves, as we me 
dertainly muſt, accountable to God for, all o 
tranſactions, ſhall we preſume to violate f 
very firſt law of our frame and conſtitutio 
which muſt unavoidably expoſe us to the 
vereſt-puniſhment ? Do we call ourſelves chi 
' Blians, and has our bleſſed Saviour promiſed 
ſuch alglorious reward ; and ſhall we think t 
utmoſt induſtry and. application too great i 


| 2 or of a vans which i is fo hig 
— fon 
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te Bu4vry of Hortienss. 30 


quit} A virtue, in ſhort, whereon the hap- 
bi of the whole race of mankind docs en 
rely depend? - 


. A i en A EEE "0 


P n 


n e of contempt 


n the vain and periſhing pleaſures of unrigh- 
ouſneſs, which will moſt aſſuredly end in 


verlaſting ſhame ; but let us hunger * thirſt 
ter righteouſneſs ; ſince we are afſured, that 


Ctity of manners, wal be filled; or, in 
her terms, ſhall be for ever bleſſed; ſhall be 
rowned im the day of retribution j; and ſhall 
en lift up bia head with ſuch joysz as are not 
words to be expreſſed, and there ſhall * 
e be able ta make him afraid. _ 
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The Texr according to 81 derne, 
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7 Bleſſed are che merciful * for r. 
3 1 7 3 = 72 105 2 11 | ir 
K N Ps H TEIA. 
Wehe ee, praying, forgille, 15 ha 
ought againlt any, that your Father alſo whi, 
| is in on may __ you your treſ JA 
| Mark xi, 2 


np 
For if ye forgive men their treſpaſſes, yo 
L Father will alſo forgive you. 


Mart. vi. 1 


4 
elr 1 
ries. 
Tube Lord give mercy unto the houſe olitio 
 W Onefiphares; for he oft refreſhed me, and 70d, 

not aſhamed of my chain.—2 Tim. i. 16. and i 
d co 


For he ſuall have judgment without me 
that hath ſhewed no mercy; and mercy 
88 Oy ap AMES ii. 13. 
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, and E n ſeed is bleſſed. — | 
PSALM _ — 


W . 3 Ti; 


5 he that conidererh * veg the 
"A ord, * Oe him 4 in time of trouble. right 
| _ PSALM, xli. 1. 
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yhic TAPPY, thrige happy; are all ſuch ast are 
ſles of a compaſſionate and tender- hearted 
Aemper, who feel the ſorrows of others as their 

in, and with an indulgent. ſympathy haſten 
7 relieve, them ; who likewiſe heartily forgive 
cir fellow - creatures, though they receive in- 
Fries at their hands, By ſuch a forgiving diſ- 
aſe Noſition, they ſhall obtain that mercy from 
nd Mod, which the beſt and happieſt of mankind 
16. and in need of, and on LI they wholly | 


d con rn . 


1. 1 
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and ſhew a tender as for — 


n wht bis | 


1552 que wr ! "+ ib = 


to us a compaſſionate regam for the m 
ries and afflictions of our : 


and that likewiſe, both in ſoul and bay, nam ne 
| and eſtate, he exhorts us to. be forward, 

u, always ready and willing to. pity and pu 
don, to relieve and afliſt, to give freely and | 
free in forgiving ; and as an encouragement 
| he aſſures us, that as we exert our benevolenc 


ſhall be crowned with merey n be u. 


dur due our Bete dream of affeQion, v 


fhall "partake Wa whole foot of aer: g 
| . wed and lic 50 
of procuring it — moſt r- 
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widedes has placed. us, be it higher or lower, | 
at can appear more ee IOW 
pt dem mae ad. ; 


If we e will but e reflect on the num- 
leſs unforeſeen misfortunes to which we are 
ily expoſed, from which no aMuence of for- 
Dre can poſſihly ſecure us; if we will but 
ſider what various aids and aſſiſtances we. 
nd in need of from our fellow-creatures, with 

hom the very frame of our frail bodies ſo 
oſely unites us; if we will but recollect, that 
e ſummer's heat and the winter's chilly froſts 


ike to thirſt and hunger, immoderate grief, 
ami} a0onizing pain; what can be more delect- 
emſle in the natural and moral world, than our 
tual aſſiſtance of one another, and our 
int concurrence againſt the common calami- 
5 of life? If we-poſleſs a larger portion of 
good things, the temporal advantages, of 
s our precarious ſtate, than ſome others w 
leſs fortunate than ourſelves; what better 
can we make of thoſe indulgences of pro- | 
lence, than the relief of our diſtreſſed peigh-- 
urs F What ſenſual gratifications can warm ü 
minds, and ſill them with ſuch pure laſting, ä 
ſures, as the fight: of a poor brother's ſout} ) 


- Cir 
hic 


ovi = V difloly.ng 


Sth equally affect us, and how liable we are. 


depth of forrow to extaſy and bliſs? Hor 


| us to that happy ſentence, Come ye * 


= failings of others, of whoſe firong te t ca 


TY” 
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 diffolving in grateful tears, for being raiſe 
by our trivial benefaction, from the very 


ſtrongly are we called upon by our bleſſed Lor 
himſelf to the practice of this ' moſt amiableli 
virtue? And what affurances has he given u 
of the rewards annexed thereto? Has he notfcr 
- promiſed us, and we may ſafely rely on his ve 
racity, that every act of kindneſs fhewn to the 
deſolate and diſtreſſed, whether it be cloathingf 
the naked, feeding the hungry, or the giving 
only a cup ef col water, in the name of 
chriſtian, to him that is a thirſt, ſhall entitl: 


« 3 inherit de kingdom prep 


"Y we find ne very we; vel 
; : creatures, liable to a thouſand erro 
4 and influenced by our ſtrong and: unruly appe gre 
EF tites, which are too apt to hurt and miſguid 
us; ſhall we then preſume to be over- cenſoriou 
of our weak brethren ?-If we expect to mee 
S with the maſt candid alowances to be made fc 
= our own miſconduct, ſhall. r ee thhurec 


or unhappy ignorances, 32 
Our ve on. es fr 
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and bught to give a check to our too partial ti 
nſures; nay, what is fill more, hum 
elf commands the ſuppreffion of them. Were 
r views to extend no farther; yet the com 
jon infirmities, incident to . 
dint out that forbearance which we ſhould 
erciſe one e towards another. 


The profpet, however, n * 2 
re intereſt is manifeſtly blended with our pre- 
Wnt. Let us liſten with attention 0 the words 
Þ our bleſſed Saviour. 4 As ye judge, ſays he, 
ſo all ye be judged; the ſame meaſure wit 
which ye mete, ſhall be meafured to yu 
in; if ye will not forgive your brother lis 
bnagred pence, the ten thoufand talents that 
fe owe ſhall not be forgiven; but if n 
remit your brother his few and ſmall offences” - 
zpainft you, then ſhall your very many and” * 
great offences gait God be-alo remitted.” * | 1 


jour bow we are fully convinced; that, on dur a 
Impliance with this moſt, equitable command, . 

r treſpaſles ſhall be forgiven, and ourſelves. 
ured of the favour of the Almighty, ſhall we 
tionFt call forth all our powers, that we may be 
lpesÞnd for ever obſervant of this moſt gracious... 
* W | 
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able 
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Shall 
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expreſs. image of his Father, this ſinleſs, thi 
from. thoſe realms of everlaſting glory and blik, 
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_ ar — > 


— — <tr, 2” 
2 


we preſume, with an high hand, and in ag 
dung tone, to judge and paſs ſentence on © 


— — 
of SS n 


Is a vengeance of Heaven on our devoted head 
and aſcertain our on judgment? 


4 cileſs and cenſorious diſpoſition, and by ou 
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- Shall the .only-begotten Son of God, the 


moſt excellent perſon. deſcend from Heaven, 


and, for our ſakes, aſſume the human nature, 
and become expoſed. to all the manifold infir 
mities and ſorrows that attend this our human 
ſtate ; and ſhall we be wanting in our friend) 
aid and aliftance to ms 06 our whey lag and B 
ed brethren? 


Shall the prince 1 peace, | ſhall the grea 
judge of all the earth, make all the kind con 
ceſſions imaginable for the ſinful and faulty rac 
of mankind, of whom. we are a part; and ſha 


— 95 and by that means draw dow 


* 
S # 


Let all of us then be guarded eb a mer 


inceſſant practice 'of benevolence and forgive 
neſs, acquire thoſe amiable and praiſe-worth 


4 habits, without which we ſhall be for ever exthor 
= cluded from the e of our dear Re 
2 deemet. | | wo 
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PAK are 


He that walketh uprightly, and work 1 
hteouſneſs, and ſpeaketh the truth in . 
ſhall dwell, O Lord, in "thy ho * 2. 
ALM xv. 2. As ſhall likewiſe, 


INS 12 | * aa 2 
He that beth Yeun hands, and a pure heart, 


| hath not lift up his ſoul-unto vanity, nor 
orn deceirfully.—Psapa XXIV. 4+ 


meiNow we ſee through a gag darkly r bat 
* n face to face.—1 Cor. xi. 12. 1 1 


give 


orth Follow peace with all men; and holineſs; 
er e hout which no man 18 ſee the Lord. 


1 Re oo 031! 5 5 92 111 1 <2" HB. xii. 14. 
Ne mall ſee him 3 as he 1 —1 yu m. 2. 
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RICE ber are all hoſe who oF" 
free from all hypocriſy and incleanne( 
| ' who avoid every irregular defire,, and-mortif 
every unruly paſſion ; this reſolute, this praiſe 
wotthy ſelf-denial, ſhall be the ſource or fou 
tain of more ſolid and ſubſtantial, as well 
more laſting pleaſures; 4 for they ſhall f 
«© God ;” or, in other terme, when they are th 
refined * purified, God will manifeſt himſe 
to them in the cleareſt light: they ſhall enj 
bim in his holy ordinances here; and be ma(fÞ"* 
© Partakers hereafter of thoſe rivers of pleaſur g 
_ which flow at his n for e ever and eve 


2 ; 
inf. Fs " 


dana Ruyuzerrons oh the: precel 
"ing Vers. 9 


Wh HERE are two dies” in 9. 0 ve 
I well worthy of every true chriſtian's n 
bee: firſt, the duty inſiſted 0n,..and-peren( 
_ torily required; namely, a purity both of 
and life, the former directly expreſſed, and ien 
other naturally implied; for an heart, withoF*" 
e or 3 without the leaſt ign 


. a 94 Sn Be” th ' 
* RNA of HoLmurs. 49 
H intereſt or bypocrißh will infallibly be at- 
nded with a virtuous and blameleſs courſe of 
fe; where there js a principle of grace within, 
ere will be the viſible actings of a good coy- 
iencey/ void of offence towards God and to- 
rds man; and in the next place, there is 
e motive or inducement to the conſtant prac- 
e of this duty; the pure in heart, and ſuch 
are truly pious, without the leaſt affectation, 
all not:onlyſſee but enjoy God, that infinitely 
re, that perfectly holy and ſupreme Being; 
cy ſhall have a mediate and ſpiritual ſight of 
im in this life, and an abſolute and uninter- = 
1 e ene that N LEW, 
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IMPROVEMENT: ada 


How excellent muſt that religion be, hich 
an immediate tendency, towards che ſpi- 
raliving of our natures, and taking us off 
om thoſe temporal enjoyments, which are but 
inſient and momentary, and ſubſtituting i inn 
n{cir ſtead the laudable habits of virtue as Well 
reaſon, which of neceſſity eleyate out-purite 
mind and ſanctity of manners to the higheſt 
gnity and degree, and. render 1 it capable of an 
ernal enjoyment of that one great and ſove- 
Cen Lact of all 1 ence there i 

8 fulnele 
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go. The Divine OnATOR; or, * 
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—— joy, "und at whoſe right-hand th 
. . Gow =o 


n 
aſter; What is it that they ſo earneſtly crave 
their ſovereign good; but the happy admittan 
into the preſence of the Almighty, and the 
. probation of kim,” who is the righteous gov: 
nor and Lord of the whole univerſe? | | 


This is the 0 en Wh pul bin: 
by bur divinePebacher, by the Son of God hi 
ſelf; under this veil of fleſh, who was ſent dot 
from Heaven by hf Father to point out eve 
laſting bli& and inpiortality to the whole 
of mankind ; and what is it that this our 
Wie in u dor requires of us, but that w en 
8 „ powers with which 


* * 
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u endet us, to the utmoſt degree; -rthat 
ve examine ourſelves with truth and ſincerity, 
form a tight judgment of ourſelves with 
e utmoſt impartiality, in order that we may 
"" Wh: abſolutely free from the unmereiful tyranny 
f our/inordinate affections and unruly appe- 
tes ; that we may be happily delivered from 
ery falſe biaſs, which may cauſe us to deviate 
om our true [intereſt and indiſpenſable duty; 
at we thould attain to ſuch a purity of fe, 
ch an unaffected piety, as may render us not 
fly blameleſs in action, but even ſpotleſs and 
defiled in thought, that may clear us in a 
. and n and preſerve us from being «© W 
lured by the pomps and vanities of a wicked 
Na deceitful world? Let us then oppoſe, with 
| our might, a carnal Hfe; let us ſubdue, as 
as in us lies, all the luſts of the fleſh, and 
m a deaf ear to all its deluſive enchantments ; 
tus boaſt, that we have in View an happineſs » 
at is as everlaſting and as permanent as its 
Fneficent donor ; let us ſhew our intrepidity, 
t notwithſtanding this world ſhould be diſ- _ 
Ned, and the Heavens ſhould” melt with fer- 
t heat, no viciitude, no alteration, how 


at ſoever, ſhould give the leaſt ſhock. to our 
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pure and unſpotted minds. I If we will but at 


Ya 
2 


* as in al churches of the ſaints. . 
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to the battle, and engage all our powers-in ti 
- moſt glorious warfare, Heaven itſelf will fy 
port us in our purſuit of ſo good a cauſe, a 
the fruition of our God will prove an any 
onion and reward for all our warm 
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CHAP. * ver. 9. 


9 "Bleſſed are the peace makers ; for t 
| tall be called the children of God, 


45 PARALLEL Texts 
1 is not the author of confuſion, bu 


ee aro; SOR 
be uf fete . . G ge 


| Peace ſhall be with you. —2 Cor, xiii; 11. 


N. 
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And the God of peace ſhall bruiſe Satan un- 
e 20. Kn 


ame Pur 24 $8 of the Ninth 
Vrasz of the TEXr. 


HRICE happy. are all thoſe, p< 
only avoid contention, but uſe their ut- 
oſt endeavours to extinguiſh it wherever it 
revails : There are ſome miſtaken obs 
en, who imagine, that the doctrines of theit 
"oft holy religion would beſt be propagated by 
e dint of the ſword ; and that a fondneſs for 
ace and tranquility, is a certain mark of 
owardice. and meanneſs of ſpirit; but, if my 
claration will carry any weight with. you, I 
ronounce thoſe who. are peace · makers, not 
nly happy, but for. their encouragement, aſ- 
re them, that they ſhall have the honour. to 
called the children of the God of peace, 
nd be acknowledged by him in that dear rela- 
on, as having that happy frame and temper 
mind, that renders them moſt like to him, 


th 
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' ferred on all fuch' as are of this amiable, 
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T are n this verſe, bes seed | 

that demand the rezder's attention. In E 


che firſt place, he ſhould obſerve the cloſe con 
nexion there is between peace and purity a 
| Heart; for they are inſeparable companions, 
There is no internal purity, Where ere is nx 
endeavour | ffter exterrial peace. 


(Ives, ts b — 1 b 
the exhortation here made ufe of namely, no 
only to love peace, but to labour after it; not 
_ only to love it -himſeff, but to promote it, 2 
much as in his power lies, amongſt his neig 
bours; not only; in a word, to be peaceab 
and quiet, but to be a peace-maker. And laſt! 
every true chriſtian ought to conſider the high 
title of honour and dignity, which is here co 


peaceable, and peace - making frame and diſpe 
ſition of mind ; namely, they ſhall ebony 
the children of God; that is to ſay, they ſhal 
be reputed and eſteemed God's * GP 
account of their reſemblance to him, who | 
the God of peace. And theſe, moreover, ſh: 
be honoured and 4 with all bans. 4 
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eges of the Sons {HA Viz. Goes . * 
ory hereaſter. ed 


IMPROVEMENT. 


How beautiful is the peace- maker ! and how 
iable the man, who makes it his peculiat 
eaſure and ſtudy to reconcile his neighbours, 
hen he obſerves the leaſt ſeeds of contention 
riſing amongſt 
our? Why, the anſwer, doubtleſs, is eaſily 
ade; namely, every individual perſon of the 
uman ſpecies, to whom we ſtand related, as 
Wc are all the ſons of Adam; and by this tie, 
his bond; or obligation, we are indebted to 


rom him, did we ſtand in need of his aid or 
upport. And by this injunction of our bleſſed 
aviour now particularly before us, we are in 
ie uty bound to view all mankind with affection 
id indulgence; to look upon them with an 


„ onfie heart; to reconcile, if poſſible, ſuch of our 
= | Kiahboursas are quarrelſome, or litigious; and 


vriviſſo calm all thoſe: WhO are ruffled and diſcom. 
ge 22 vs G 3 


the BAT ef HoLiness,. 55. 


them] But who is our neigh- 


im all the aſſiſtance we ourſelves could wiſh 


He of pity and compaſſion, and throw a friendly 
eil over their failings ; to give a check to the 
ery firſt appearance of anger and reſentment 
ballin the mind; to root envy and malice out of 


hallo form their minds to ſocial love and kindneſs; Wi 


owes 
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poſed in thought; and, in 2 word, to reflon 
ie eee of all fuck © 
as are reſtleſs and uncaſy. 4 410 


This is l amiable a 3 and temper of 
| mind, that, like virtue, it is its own reward: 
It gives a man that ſolid and ſubſtantial joy, ant 
enables him to poſſeſs that true and laſting ſ 
renity of mind, that happineſs, which no ex: y 
ternal evil can deprive him of. This happy 
diſpoſition proves a blefling to itſelf, whilſt, 
the ſame time, it contributes towards andther' rt 
1 and welfare. | 


' Theſe are its e bie, aeg an 
fſiuch as atlſe from * nature; but the prin 
| ciples of our moſt holy religion heighten thꝗ Le 
view, and render the rene m Lexa 3 em, 
glorious. | 
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very ſhort, indeed ; + > Noi 
namely, a. 1 nr ee ' 


Tube kind u of the Prince of f. * is 
WP rey Ws)» 1 ow in: 209 God 
couched in the fame terms, * mance and god 
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Pepes and good-will to the whole nocht 
Ra ” is ,not only the breathing of the 


our future felicity, which takes its riſe from 
God and Father of us all. Whiiſt wer ard 
ing our utmoſt endeavours to promote unity, 
ace and'concerd, among all ſuch as we have 
y intercourſe with, we are imitating him, 
o is the fountain of all goodneſs. | By! this 
W:ccable deportment, we become diſciples of 
r blefſed Lord, the followers of the Lan of 
od, who takes away the fins of the world, 
d have a juſt Ut 12:60 eee 
children of nen __ 


Lee us now adirefs our own ſouls, 110 = 
em, what influence, what powers or effect, 
s this moſt, gracious, declaration an them: 
all then malice « or * eyer find a place i in 

boſoms ;. or ſhall paſſion of reſentment eyer 
ve the leaft: dominion: over us? Doubtleſs, 
d! we will careſs, we will embrace this hea- 


ox 


| jumphant in our brealts 3 our hearts ſhall be 
Fallen to receive it; henceforth, love to gur ſel- 
v creatures in 
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Buy diſpoſition : this amiable virtue ſhall fit 
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11 Bleſſed are ye when men ſhall revil 


you, and perſecute you, and ſhall fa 
all manner 8 evil gn vou fall 
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12 Rejoice, VOY 1. 8 wo f 
pe is your reward in Heaven; fe 
perſecuted Ar the e whic 
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| = * we luffet, we ſhall alſo reign i 
h if we deny im, he alſo will deny us. . 
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dub, and ij ye utter far righteouſneſs fake, 
appy are ye and be not afraid of their a 
either be eule PETER, in. 14. 


Bleſſed 416 ye, when men ſhall hits 3 
| when they ſhall ſeparate. you. from their 
mpany, and ſhall reproach you, and caſt out 
OY! e 
Lo w. aa. 


—— for * of Chrilt, 
ey WE for the. ſpirit of glory and of 
mw you ; on their part, he is evil 
aer but on R 

| 5 oe „en tv. 14. 
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* vide did rife up3 they laid. . my 
e e not. 


"Ps une * 


bun FE: a wide dither tag beads 
r drinking wine; and ye ſay he bath a devil. 
ic Son of man is come eating and drinking 
d ye ſay, behold a gluttonous' man, and a 
1 Fl PINE finners. 
Luxe Mi. 33, 4 
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council, rejoici Vert "hey were couned 0 
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| Which of the nd have not your. fathen 

perſeeuted! and they have flain them which 
ſhewed before of the coming of the juſt One 
of whom ye have been now the rey ep 
es ai 


A 3 Parartinasy of the za of tri 
ug and rr Fenn nd t 


. „Hier 88 who eurageoul gain 

| bear up under the greateſt and moſh di 
heavy affliftions; who ſuffer a thouſand indigꝗ here 
nities and- inſults from cruel and - inhumihry o 
wretches, for the teſtimony of a good confifiult at 
ſcience, and the favour of the Almighty 3 theſhnvete 
richeſt treaſures are beyond the reach of the 
moſt implacable enemies. As they have giv ! 
te ſtrongeſt evidence of their ſincere love an inb 

 reverential regaid for their Father who is r m. 
Heaven, and of their ready obedience and ful ad « 
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fon to his divine will, the kingdom of Hea- 
en ſhall be theirs, and they ſhall reign with 
od in everlaſting glory. F615 L. >" 


11. And of this eminent glory and dignity, 
yhich ſhall. accompany all thoſe who become 


the 


or 


41 


embrace this opportunity of informing you, 
y faithful friends and ſincere diſciples, whom 


itable world, that you-muſt, becauſe of your 
f treatment from the rage and malice of wick- 
d men, who will, without the leaſt regard to 
onour or Juſtice, revile and abufe you, for op- 


gainſt which my doQrines are ſo openly and 
Wherefore, in a more particular manner than 
ny others, that when you meet with ſuch un- 
Wult and cruel treatment from you and my moſt 
nyeterate enemies. neee nn 


» inhumanly perſecuted and ſpoken ſo evil of, 
r my fake ; never be diſcouraged under all this 


ad of infamy and reproach, but rather be 
74 | c tranſ- 


patient ſufferers on account of their well-doing, 


| have made choice of for acting more imme- Y 


liately under me, in order to propagate my goſ- 
el, and ſpread my doctrines all over the ha- 


rofeſſed relation to me, expect the very worlt 


poſing their carnal luſts and worldly intereſts, 
0 direQly levelled: I exhort and beſeech you, - ; 


12. Triumph with) joy unſpeakable for being 
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frabſported with joy, beenue yvur reward he 
After will be proportionably great; for, in 1 
ages, this hath been the lot of the moſt emine: 
ſaints.” And you, my ſincere friends and faith 
ul followers, are haghly ſenſible, from the f 
cred records, that i it was with the ſame malig 
nity of ſpirit that the Jews perſecuted che pn 
phets of their. own nation, who lived ma 
- years before you were born, though the imm 
Aiate ambaſſadors of God to them to ptevail o 
them, if poſſible, to, repent ; and by a ſince 
{arrow and contrition for their Hagrant' fins a 
„ äniquities, to fave their ſouls from 'everlaſti 
" pendition; and as you are, now pattakers of Des 
ſame tribulation, which they in old time unde 
went with patience and reſignation to che divi 
will; ſo you ſhall, e er it be long (as the j 
reward of your 101 ng ſufferings for my Take) 
partakers of + thoſe Tacffable glories which 
now enjoy, aud will enjoy without the le 


eee 
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8 ther sse 
well worthy of che 3 
; any recolleQtion ; - Pune . 
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ritt, That all he diſeiptes HC bello wers e 
ur bleſſ Lord and Saviout Jeſus Chriſt mut 


prove ever 10 blameleſs and irigffenſive. 1 
ien M46 ont % arti : 34 
Secondly, Thatthe moſt implacable malice; 
nd revenge of the vulgar, the ſharpeſt edge of, 
ie ſword, and the moſt relentleſs perſecution 
f the ſons of Belial,” is, for 3 
urned againſt the Page, O08 
ergy, and falls. heavieſt on. thoſe whoal 
e termed the prophets of God, been | 
XlLeNger s, of- the Alwighty. Mo! 07%; 


1 5 That ſuch 8 5 

natural perſecutions, 33 will afford the up- 

gt man the moſt ſolid coriſblation; and en- 
le kim to eterüal Dappinels hereafter, mb 
borne With meckdeſs and patience; for fig 
ouſtefs” fake, and wir an entre feßgnatlan 
[the vine Will. #031 03 Vit AI 215 x * 2 1 
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Fourthlys That it is the poſitive command 
our bleſſed Lord, and an indiſpenſable duty 
cumbent on all fuch as profeſs themſelves 
o chureh, nor only to he humble 
1 — chiearful likewiſe, uid . 


188 inluſts "ney inn 
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64. The Divint ORATORS, on 
ungrateful world. And laſtly, that all Chiiſt' 
 fyvourite-difciples are to reflect with joy, and 
ttanſport, on their trials and temptations in 
this liſe ; becauſe, as their perſecutions ariſe on 
his account, they will inevitably be rewarded 
with the fruition of thoſe bleſſings, which are 
reſerved for the righ eee en e 
ih od % 92ngy: 


et us how ſetibu ily reflect on what we are 
doing, N. what obligations we are lay ing our 
7e un nder; 'wtien 2 publickly” declare o Our 
ſelves to be profeſſors of thoſe doctrines hic 


our. Lord and Saviour, and his apoſtles. afic 
him, took ſuch pains to propagate and eſtabliſh 
Let us reſſeq on bat ſtation which-we are jr 
and what inſults and injuries we ate like t 
ſuſtain, on aceount of ſuch profeſſion, | Let q 
Vieigh.well the, importance; of thoſe manifol 
trials we are likely to undergo, whilſt we em 
- brace ſuch tenets as are directly repugnant tc 
and rvwrarr'theinordinate Pa and unru 
luſts of 'wicked men. 97 & 16,1 * old a 


— un n? Stor 8. 1054: is 110 * Jar 


Let us likewiſe conſider, however, Wich out 
ſelves,» whether. n life of-/indglence 1 


. — and 


o 


7 : 


a BAU TV of Au 5600 '#5 


WM tions GO thöſe AF of violence and oppreſpon. 
as to be preferred to 4 conſcience; void of of- 
in fence towards God, and towards man; or the 
ratification of ourſelves; in the enjoyment of 
any ſenſual and illieit pleaſure, is to be mote 
highly eſteemed than the approbation of him, 
whoſe eyeb are every where; and can pry into Mi 
the moſt ſecret receſſes of our hearts. Is the 
wrath of man to be dreaded more than the dij- 
pleaſure of him who created us; and in whom 
only we live, move; and have our beings ! Is 
he calumny, the ſcandal, or the menaces of 
he moſt mercileſs tyrants, to be avoided with 
more precaution, than that moſt, tremendous 
entence of an omnipotent judge, Go ye curſed, 
nto everlaſting fire? and ſhall we reſign all 
ur pleaſing hopes and expectations of an cter- 
al and ever-bleſſed inheritance in the king - 
lom of Heaven for the cowardly dread of 42 Bt 
ew momentary tortures, inflicted on us by the 
noſt implacable perſecutors, whole lives 4 are as 
recarious as our own | | 
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Let us PREY then, with Wehe diligence, 
he approbation and favour of that God above 
I Who is the creator and all- wiſe director of 
e univerſe; from Wm we derive all thoſe 
leflings which we enjoy whoſe poſitive ſta- 
a | H 2 tutes 
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nicht to gur ſubmiſſion; neunen: 
dis rational and intelligent creatures { 


To nly of our obedience. and ſubmiſſion 


rare ſurrounded with a tho 
| And-diltreſles 3. if the human race can be revliſfue 


dates and,commandments we are ingifpenlabl 
abliged to hey: who has the moſt undoubte 


af heart; — — 


_ only worſhips him out of fears and actes Mn: 
Fart of an hypocxite, whom he abhors; an 
who, permits vs to undergo ſome ſevere trials 


this world; with no ether view, than to pre 
—— 504mg ou 


4 * Wed a 00s” ti as boos 
e ode t us 


* * 4 if, with that te proces ori 
eis 


Happy, in no Sther than a future fate) a fta t 
of immortality z how alutely then  OughFore 
Ae proſe oh, wh this glorious. trial; with 
what contempt ſhould we. logk down upon thel 
temporary inconveniences to which we are thuſſpth ſt 
daily expoſed, ſince the glories of an jmmortFade 
Rate are hai apen to our yiew and was ade 

discovery to gloſs here, who eee Ws | 
_— mne ghef 
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Our blefſed Savicur, 3 our SY 
ulgent inſtructor, has heightened thoſe glories; 
rith our duty; when he invites us to ſuffer for 
is fake, he — reward; and he wh. 
nnot"lye, and on whoſe” veracity. we may 
fely depend, ns phe us, that the perſecu- 
ions whieh we undergo for his righteouſneſs. 
ke call for the moſt extatic triumphs of Joy 
d rejoicing, as being the ſure, the uner 
ath to the higheſt glory and preferment. 


Let us then boldly avow the cauſe et 

t us neyer murmur or repine at the evils We 
de expoſed to for the vindication of fo 

orious a cauſe; let us ever remember, cht 
is a ſtate of warfare we are engaged in 3 but 

Wit our cauſe is not only good, but glorious; 
Wd that all who are concerned with us, are 
dre than heroes. The prophets and apoſtles 
gone before us; and the only: begutten Son 
ol God is our great chieftain, who, in himſelf, 
thufth ſet us the moſt exalted example; who being 
rade perfect through his ſufferings, and having 
ade atonement for our ſins by his moſt pre- 
us blood, is pronounced, and 2 with the 
1 Lors over all d. ME d 
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| "> The nie Buero! | | 
Lat * . wich al the chearfylgeſ im · | 
good I, r 4 
and behold, with tranſport and gratitude, that t 


14 Out Bf 847 20 vn's ag wo | 


- ſupports. The bleſſed ſaints and angels 


crown of glory which is prepared for us, un- 


les. we ſhamefully retreat. Let us but pref 
forward, mmm 
vifiorious. |. 


Ms Mace ks th 
our conflicts are great, much greater are ou 


val 


applayd us f the Holy Spirit will aid and af 

a and God himſelf will approve of opr cor we: 
du, and an abundant entrance into the ever H 
 1abling kingdom of our bleſſed Lord. and 8. \ 
l 6 
balations. . thi 


Pp au 0 Arosrrrs. ol 
Marne V. ver. 13 wo 20, inclubre. f 


14 Ye are the ſalt of che earth z hut 
| "ie 22 have. loſt his. ſavour, where 
ith ſhall it be ſalted? it is thencefo 
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caſas nackings but to be caſt out, 
n an s ddden undes bat uf run. 


( Ye are the light of the vad; ac 
that is ſet on an hull cannot be hid. 


; Neither do men light a candle and 
defticl; and i givech light ant all 
that are in the houſe. - 


6 Let your light ſo mine e E JN 
that they may ſee your good works,' | 
— e which is in | 


n tile Ln tae Wi 
the law or the prophets: I am not 
dan to deſtroy, bas to ful, . 


| For verily I oy unto jon. ths 


Ii be fulted. , 


; Whoſoever therefore ſhall break, one 
C 


fo 
goo 


TTY 
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* teach men ſo, he ſhall be called the lea 

in the kingdom of Heaven; but whc 

| | ſoever ſhall do, and teach them, the 
ame ſhall be called 1 in 1 the king 
| dom of Heaven. 


to For I ſay unto you, that except you 
. righteouſneſs ſhall exceed the righte 


, ouſneſs of the ſcribes and phariſees, jt 
ſhall in no caſe enter'into n 
of Heaven. 
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13 Salt is good 3 but if the ſalt 1 loft 
fayour, ne 9 88 be ſeaſonedꝰ 
Luxx xiv. 3 


„ id een 1 28 the din 


— that ſhineth more and more vat, 
perfect day. Prov. iv. 18. $i 


'While ye have. light, believe in 3 
| that ye may be the children of light. 
Jonn xii. F 


Th t ye may K blamed and . 
d without rebuke, in the midft 
2 1 a er e 
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ine a Uighs in the -F, . 15> 
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13 15 S eandle brought to be put under a 
ſhel, or under a bed? and not to bs ſet on 
ceandleſtiek Man iv 21. 1 der 


No man when he hath lighted 5 cantly, eo 
reth it with a veſſel, or putteth it under a 
|; but ſettech it an a candleftick, ey 


ich enter in may des n light bet 
Lyxz Mü. 16. 


N wan when he bath ed | 
Ne gan when bs. bob Tabu . 
bel; bat on » candleſtick, abat they which 


+ Oran. Sdn: Ni. 33. a1 


The — of the Spirit is given to 
rn e . Fe 


| Having your Ferit boneſt among the | 
Wntiles ; that whereas they ſpeak againſt you 
"— they may by pour good works, 

they ſhall behold, glorify God in 
of vilitation.—:1 PETER ii. 12. 


mie che feerets of his hourt und mani- 
; >d-Cofalling down. on his face, he will 


ligh 
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* ruth Cos. xiv, * 1 5245 29S 
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rere that ye be 
much fruit, ſo ſhall * be my ya iples. 
8 en zug 5d a7 2 en. 
nd Wl d ot to Phe 3 bad « 


bes bw ae by Je Ou . wat 
and trut e eſus . 
ws oe | 75 ry "Joris i I. 
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Thus it berodblth us 'to ca we rightec 
Ferne aye n i ee e 


8 Chriſt i ; the end of the law for n 
to very one that | beſieveth Rox. K. 4 


Do! we chin ala hold the * thro 
ah? God forbid "yes wan la 
Kos. i on 


ul 


02 big ig“ 
= Hadith axes fab Hlatencembannt 
paſs, han one title of the Jaw to fail. 
e Pra Cont Loxz xvi 
T's 8 aal . e Wbble f 
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0 Woe | unto yo feribte und — 
hypocrites ; for ye are like unto whited ſ 
chres, which indeed appear beautiful 'c 
but are within full of dead mens bone 


Bit 3 
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uncleanneſs; even fo, ye alſo outwardly ap- | 
ar righteous: unto men, spe Los n 
ee iniquity; |. Wee 


505 obey {i MATT, XXlii, "py 28. 
Iſrael, which falowel after the law of LY 


8 be 


lai bogs rites "vl 196 0 
Wy being Pete — righteouſneſs, © 
going about to eſtabliſm their own righte- * 
neſs,” haue not ſubmitted" theinſelves unto 
Iightaouſrieſs of God. RON. x. 6 K Shag 
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N. chat you may be fully apprized ef, 
characters you àre to ſuſtain 57. 
ac] how called you to be the guides: 
ander dae Aue boch to formcheix, 
ds, and. direct their actions. And as the, 
„ is negeſſary to preſerve,.the.. 
erial world, from corruption; ſo ate yours. 
ions for, the rectiſication of the moral;; 
% But if alt, which is ſo uſeful and nenn 
y for: the nſeaſoning of all other things,“ 
loſes its ede impolbble wa: 
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manners; and with that indulgent view, I 
ave endowed you with extraordinary powers, 

nd ordained you to be ſpiritual lights, to en- 
ighten mankind, that they may turn from ig- 
orance and folly to heavenly knowledge and 
iſdom; and as the employment, for which I 
hus qualified you, will render you as conſpi- 
uous to the eyes of the world, as a city that 
s built on an hill, ſo that all who paſs by, un- 
eſs they be wilfully blind, muſt unavoidably 
hold it; ſo let your lives and actions be as 
xemplary, as pothbly you can, that every per- 
on, who is in the leait obſervant of your pru- 
lent conduct, may readily, and with all the 
hearfulneſs imaginable, acknowledge your 
vine miſſion, and glorify the God of Heaven, 
ot only by their ſubmiſſion to my laws and 
atutes, but by their conſtant practice of thoſe 
recepts which are therein preſcribed. 


17 Nor let any one be fo groſly miſtake, 

 ſhamefully weak and fooliſh, as to imagine, 

at, by his becoming one amongſt the num- 

er of my diſciples, he will be in the leaſt con- 

* 1.4 at, or indulged, that he will be, in any 

e minuteſt article whatever, diſcharged from 

s ſtrict obedience to the laws of nature, re- 

ene ed by Moſes, and enforced by the prophets; MM 

: x take notice, my coming into the world as a I 
I law- 


of nature, or the moral obligations which one 


zs to fulfil all thoſe remains of typical and poſi- 
tive rites which are not as yet accompliſhed, 


ſign to free men from the obligation they were un 


| Ing up to thoſe laws himſelf, and becomin 
by an * to us, by freeing them from ti 
| h the —＋ 


tion will never ceaſe. We may as well ſuppe 
that Heaven and earth ſhould paſs away, as th. 1 


76 The Diving ORATOR;_or, 


law-giver, is ſo far from being with the leaf 
view or intention to weaken the religion (4) 


man lies under to another, that the principal 
aim and deſign of my perſonal appearance here, 


18 An 


(a) By the law and the prophets, mentioned ' 
in this verſe of the text, are to be underſtood tha bre 
reat rules of life, delivered in the writings of 
oſes and the prophets, or in the Old Teſtament 
more eſpecially the duties of the moral, or natur: 
law. Theſe our bleſſed Lord aſſures us, he dic 
not come to deſtroy or diſſolve; it was not his de 


der to practiſe the moral laws of God, but to ful — 
ful and accompliſh them. This our Lord did * 4 . 


cre 


corrupt gloſſes, whic ers among tb 

evs put upon them, and by expounding the: 
in their fulleſt ſenſe, and according to their ju 
latitude, ſhewing, that they command not on! 


an outward obedience, but the obedience even " 


the mind and thoughts. | As i 
Theſe laws have their foundation in the reaſo . FR 
and nature of things, and therefore their obligaF . h 


xo them ſhould not be required of vs. 
he ceremonial law was diſſolved by the con h: 
ing of Chriſt, For tbe identical perſon bei 


col 


- 
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18 And as there was no one part of the ce- 
remonial law, but what was preſcribed and 
given for very wiſe purpoſes; and either is, or 
ſhall be, you may depend on it, ſtrictly ful- 
filled in every the moſt minute circumſtance 
of it; ſo every branch of natural religion ſhall 
continue, as long as the world itſelf endures, 
in its utmoſt force. | | 


19 And whoever, on the one hand, (þ) ſhall | 
break any of the moral precepts, thoſe ſocial 
ties, which are of prepetual force thoughout 


ome. whole ove ant reoretbiiettethathiobes. 
they of 4 S 


a0 ſacrifices, &c. were of no farther uſe. The 
natural or moral law, however, which our Saviour 
bo has ſummed up in theſe two following ſhort pre- 
1 cepts; namely, Love your God above all 
Then love your neighbour as yourſelf,” is as 
* much in force, as much a rule of life at this very 
+ day as ever it was. And notwithſtanding an ab- 
h folute and perfect obedience is not made a condi- 1 
eig on of ſalvation; yet a ſincere and univerſal obe- 
* dience is abſolutely requiſite if we expect to be | 
_ ſaved. 
1 (5) The Greek term ſignifies to looſe or diſſolve. 
c As if our bleſſed Lord had ſaid; If any man 
10 „ ſhall be fo raſh and preſumptuous, as to free 
"> © himſelf or others from the obligation of paying 
Pr e obedience to theſe commands of the moral law, 
"© | mall deem him unworthy of being a member 
of my kingdom, and I will exclude him fro 
be « having any place whatever therein.“ 
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all ages, with temerity and preſumption; and 
whozver ſhall. either inſtruct or incoutage Me 
others, by their advice or example, to practi 
the ſame diſobedience, in open violation of my Mc 
inſtitutions, ſhall by ſuch manifeſt contempt 
thereof forfeit the character of a chriſtian, and 
loſe his portion or ſhare in the Meffiah's king- 
dom: ſo, on the other hand, the man, who- | 
ever he be, that joins (with his faith in me t 
the only true Meffiah) the ſteady practice 0 
the moral laws, and inſtructs, or encourage 
others to the like compliance therewith, hal 
be publickly acknowledged to be my diſciple; 
and I will raiſe him to ſome exalted {tation ii. 


wy kingdom of glory. "ie 


20 Platter not yourſelves, einde as f th 

you were entitled to the favour of God, bi 

acknowledging my miſfion, without a fri"; 
_ obedience. to my laws; as the ſcribes and phaW' 
riſees do, who call themſelves, after Moſes ace, 
and in words only own him for their lawgiver du 
yet by their wilful negle&t of the moral lan” 
place their religion in the obſervance of exterW'* a 
nal rites ; for except you exceed them in th les 
practiee of all moral and ſocial duties, you ſhalf"9 * 
not be admitted into my Father's heaven; 
Wn. but mall be abſolutely, and thay © 

fo 
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for ever, excluded from the ae of his 
Mefliah. 


ocean Rz FLECTIONS on the Eight 
preceding VERSES. 


13, O UR bleſſed Saviour compares all chriſ- 

tians in general, and his miniſters in 
articular, unto ſalt for a two fold reaſon. Firſt, 
cauſe it is the nature of ſalt to preſerve things 


8 rom corruption and putrefaction, and to ren- 
aer them ſavoury and delicious to the taſte. 
e hus the miniſters of the goſpel are to take 

. Wncommon pains, and uſe their utmoſt endea- 


ours, by the purity of their doctrine, to 
weeten ſuch finners as are putrified, in order 

o their becoming, in proceſs of time, ſavoury, 
rin other terms, acceptable both to God and 
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rich an; and may be kept from being corrupted 7 
na ich errors and falſe doctrine. In the next ts 
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lace, becauſe ſalt is of a very penetrating nature, 
bdues the whole mals, and converts it to its 
vn. And there is ſuch a piercing power in 
e adminiſtration of God's word, that it ſub- 


IN 
cter f . WW: 
hues the whole man to the obedience of itſelf. _ il by 
ſhalſÞ1d this is much the ſame, as if our Lord had | i 
enlihid; © You are to be preachers and patterns © Wl 
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o the world; you are appointed, on ac- 
Tt L count 
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terms, why he endowed them with ſuch ex 
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count of your pure doctrine and undefile 


_ «© converſation, to purge the world from that 


40 corruption wherein it lies; but if you loſe 
« either ſoundneſs of doctrine, or the favour 
« of a good converſation, as to theſe impor- 
« tant ends, you will be perfectly uſeleſs, and 
«© muſt expect to be caſt off and neglected by 
* me, as unſavoury falt is thrown mY * 
* on a dunghill.“ | | 


a 14, 15, 16. Our bleſſed Saview's dofkrin 
is here particularly to be noticed, and the in 
ference which he himſelf draws from it Pp. waſ 
* application. 


The doctrine delivered is this; namely, that 


chriſtians in general, but miniſters of God'M 


word in particular, are the lights of the world 
not originally indeed, but derivatively; no 


efficiently, but inftrumentally. By way o 


original, Chriſt himſelf is the true and on) 
light; but by way of derivation and participa 
tion from him, his miniſters are lights like 
wiſe, toenlighten the world. Moreover, Chri 


teaches them here his end and deſign why bi 


communicated light unto them, or, in othe 


traordinary qualifications, that is to ſay, t 


enlighten, quicken, and diret their inferior 


* 
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point of knowledge; even as the ſun in the 
mament, and as a candle, duly placed in a 
jouſe, diffuſes and diſperſes its light to all that 
re within the reach of it; fo: ſhould all chriſ- 
ans, but more eſpecially his ambaſſadors, by 
ke light of their lives and converſations, and 
e purity of their principles, direct the unlet- 
rd chriſtian. in his paſſage towards e hea» 
enly Canaan. | 


The inference which our Saviour draws from : 
he preceding doctrine, Ve are the light of 
the world,” is this, that as ſuch, it is a duty 
diſpenſably incumbent on you to let your light 
dine before men. It is here to be obſerved, 
12Mowever,. that notwithſtanding our good works, 
Would. ſhine, they ought not to glare in the 
yes of the beholders. All pomp and parade, 
|| vain-glory and oſtentation ought carefully 
p be avoided ; that though we are directed to 
bound in good works, in ſuch a manner as 
at men may ſee them; yet not, that we our- 
ves may be ſeen of men; and in the laſt 
lace, the great and principal end of all our 
bod works, the all that we aim at, and pro- 
und in the performance of them, ſhould be 
r glorifying of God, and doing good to our 
low creatures. 's 


23 a 
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17 In this verſe our bleſſed Lord informs bis 
followers, that he had not the leaſt intention to 
abrogate any part of the moral law, or to re- gt 
leaſe mankind from the leaſt meaſure of- their * 
duty either towards God or man; but that he 
came to fulfil that law, not only by yeilding: 
perſonal obedience to it, but by giving a ful. 
let and more ſtrict interpretation of it, than 
the ſeribes and phariſees were accuſtomed to 
give; for they taught, that the law affected 
the outward man only, and put a reſtraint on- * 
ly on outward actions. As if our Saviour had 'S 
expreſſed himſelf in words to this, or the like 
effect; namely, Though T preach a more 
<« ſpecial doctrine than is contained even i 
« the letter of the moral law; yet think not ot 
ce that I came to deſtroy or diſſolve the obliga 
cc tion of that law; for I am come to fulfil the 
«6 types and predictions of the prophets, and 
ce to give;you the full ſenſe and {piritual i import 
ce of the moral law. of 


18 In this wits; there is alas reaſo 
given by our bleſſed. Saviour why be had nl 
thought or intention to abrogate, or aboliſſſi. 
the law; and that is drawn from the duration 
and perpetuity, the immutability and unchange 
ableneſs of me law; ſooner ſhall Hearen an 
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arth be aboliſhed, than the authority and ob- 
igation of the moral lav ſhall be diſſolved. 
om whence we may learn, that the law of 
od is one eternal and invariable rule of life 
nd manners, and is to ſtand in force as long 
3 the world ſtands, and the frame of Heaven 
nd earth endures. And from thence likewiſe 
re may juſtly infer, that chriſtianity is in no 
vint whatever repugnant to thoſe laws where. 
y mankind had formerly been bound and 
bliged. In a word, Chriſt commands nothing 
"Wit the natural or moral law has prohibited, 
I forbids no one article that it has enjoined; 
Wt on the contrary has perfected the law, and 
ried it to a much higher pitch, than any of the 
oft eminent and profoundly learned rabbies 
*imagined 223 en to de ovuig- 
by it. 5 


1 And to evidence ſtill further, that the 
oral law is a perfect rule af life, our Savious 
ls his diſciples, that if any one of them did, 
ther by doctrine or practice, make void the 
fry leaſt of God's commandments, either 
nrough. indulgence of themſelves in omiſſion 
any known duty, or in the commiſſon of 
ay known fin, they ſhould never enter into 
e kingdam. of God. From whence it is evi- 


dent, ; 
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dent, that ſuch a profeſſor of chriſtianity as in 
dulges himſelf in the leaſt voluntary tramſgreſi 
on; whether of omiſſion or commiſſion as he. 
fore obſerved, and encourages others (by hi 
bad example) to do the like, is Joublteſs in WW" 

very dangerous way, and, without à ſincen © 
repentance, is in a ſtate of damnation. one 


20 In this yerſe, no leſs a price than that oi"? 
tte kingdom of Heaven is ſet before a chriſt 
as attainable, if he will but ſtrive hard to wi 
ſo glorious a reward; and the means require 
for the attainment Was! are theſe : that 
muſt not only be holy and righteous perſon 
but our righteouſneſs muſt exceed that of t. 
ſeribes and phariſees; that is to ſay, it m 
exceed it in its principle and motive; name 
we muſt love God more ſincerely, and ob 
his commandments in a ſtricter manner. I 
ſeribes and phariſees made their own credit a 
eſteem, their own worldly intereſt and gai 
and not the glory of God, the ultimate end 
all their actions. They were deficient lik 
wiſe in the manner of their performance of th 
duties required at their hands; for they want 
| the principal point, that purity and ſpiritual 
which alone was capable of rendering them 
 eeptable in the ſight of God through the me 
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f Chriſt Jeſus. They had reſpect only to the 
«ternal form of worſhip; and ſhewed no re- 
ard to the inward intention. The chriſtian, 
n is under an indiſpenſable obligation 
exceed them in ſincerity and ſimplicity of 
tart, in humility, charity, and in a word, uni- 
erſality of obedience to all God's command- 
nents ; for*tis holineſs of heart and righteouſ- 
ſeſs of life which God's laws require of us, 
yithout which we can have no real right or ti- 
e to eternal happineſs. 


IMPROVEMENT. 


Let us here refle& on that particular ſtation 
which providence has been pleaſed to place. 
„ and on the various obligations that ariſe 


om our particular circumſtances in life. | 


If providence has thought convenient to plant 
in a public, and more conſpicuous light than 
any others; let us conſider, that the eyes of 
ankind are upon us. The good regard us, 
ot only to rejoice in our virtues, but to follow 
ft, as great and ſhining examples: The bad, | 
vant: glory in our failings, and to ſupport them- - 8 
tualſſfves in their vices by our miſconduQ. 3 


Let us reflect then on thei important 5 
ences of our deportment, and what an influ- 
| | ence 


| 
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ence it will have on all around us. Let u 
conſider, in caſe we excite mankind, with th 
warmeſt and moſt fervent zeal, to the ſteal :n 
practice of righteouſneſs and holineſs; that a 
exceeding weight of glory 4s prepared for u utt. 
but, if we make an ill uſe of our vocation; ; 
and become patterns of injuſtice and ungodliMWno: 
neſs, how dreadful muſt our account inevitabliMto t 
be, and how inexprefiibly ſhall we be puniſii tiſe 
ed for our wilful tranſgreſſions, our fins again ore 
light and knowledge! what leſs can we exp: 
than to have that terrible ſentence of condenWſeaſt 
nation paſſed on one of the worſt of ſinneriiſecrir 
namely, Wo unto you, it had been good Mice 
you, if he had not been born.“ Ehe 


But, if providence ſhould be pleaſed to aff 
us a private ſtation, let us weigh well wi 
_ ourſelves, let us meditate on the excellency 
thoſe precepts which muſt endure for ever; 
us reflect on the great importance of thoſe c 
ligations that can never ceaſe, Let us mak; 
our principal care and ſtudy to know and dig; 1. 
them well ; let us ſearch for them as for hidd 

| treaſure, as for thoſe truly valuable and laſtiſ 
riches which will never fail us. ne p 
= _ Let us conſider that true religion does q th 
conſiſt in modes and forms; not in flaviſif® he 
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blowing any one party whatſoever, © or zea- 
loully ſupporting any favourite intereſt”; but in 


an entire reſignation to the divine will, a per- 
ſect obedience to the laws of God, and an 
utter deteſtation of all iniquitous devices; in 
35 near an imitation as poflible of the beſt and 
noſt beneficent Being; in a ſteady adherence 
to truth, and, in a word, in the Conſtant prac- 
tiſe of univerſal goodneſs : let us tremble there- 
fore at the thoughts of being ſeduced by out- 
yard ſhew, and be well guarded againſt the 
lat ſubverſion through the inſinuation, or flat- 
ring applauſes of artful and deſigning men; 


ghteouſneſs exceeds that of the ſcribes and 
hatiſees, thoſe {rift obſervers of the ceremo- 
al law, we ſhall have no intereſt i in the Lord 
leſus, God' s only true Meſſiah, 


4 » 


Let us farther reflect, with the an humi- 


Wiſpenſation before us; a diſpenſation which 
xhibits life and immortality to our view in the 
oft beautiful manner, and the ſtrong obliga- 
ons which it has laid us under. Has that di- 
ine perſon, by whom the ages were eſtabliſhed, 
d through whom the worlds were formed; 

8 * — low, as to leave that 


K 


avift 


ince we may be well aſſured, that unleſs our 


ty and greateſt admiration, on the glorious . 


glory 
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glory which he was. poſſeſſed of from the be. 
Finning, and in a mortal body ſubmitted to al 
' the ſpotleſs infirmities of the life of man, tha 
he rig exhibit, in the faireſt and clearel 
light, the laws and ſtatutes of his heaven) 
Father; and in his own perſonal deportment 
; fetus a moſt ſhining and perfect example of 
_ obedience ; ; and would it not be an act of in T 
gratitude in us of the deepeſt dye, ſhould C 
| refuſe to follow that Lamb of God, whereye 
he thought ,proper to lead us, and trace ſo e 
cellent a pattern for our imitation f | 


L.ept us then meditate on his 33 like ki 

Pwd, day and night; Jet us employ all o 
faculties in oe naſe them aright, | 
Jomuch that ing deeply impreſſed by the 
finite obligations we lie under, we may | 
found in the conſtant and univerſal practice 


all his wiſe and indulgent injunctions; and 

thoſe means perfected in all our habits of rig] cil 
teouſneſs and godlineſs, we may be prep} fo 
to meet the bleſſed Jeſus, the great Judge bo ? . 


of the quick and the dead, at the .unkno! 
bour of the watch, be it ſooner or later, 2 
with him have an abundant entrance admit 
fired to us, into thoſe ever-bleiſſed; manſion 
peace and oye, which he is. gone before 
| prep 
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prepare for all thoſe who fincerely love him, 
and with chearfulneſs, . and e 6p Ws 1 | 
all his commandments. 5 "nz 


TIRES of the Sixth Com: 
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The Tarte a to St. * ATTHEW, 
CHAP. V. ver. 21, 22, 23, 244 25,26. 
11 Ye have heard that it was ſaid by 
them of old time, Thou ſhall not kill: 

and whofoever mall Kill, fall be in 


danger of the judgment. 
22 But I ſay unto you, that wore 


angry with his brother without a cauſe 

ſhall be in danger of the judgment: 
and whatever ſhall ſhall ſay to his brother, 
Raca, ſhall be in danger of the coun- 
eil: but whoſoever mall ſay, Thou 
fool, . ſhall be in danger of hell. fire. 

23 Therefore if thou bring thy gift to 
the altar, and there remembereſt that 
thy brother hath ought. againſt thee. Wi 
* 4 Leave there thy gift before the altar, Wi 
fore and go hy. way, firſt be reconciled to i 
prep 'K 2 . | thy 


o 


» 8 5 * 
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thy brother, and then come Ind. offer 
thy gift. 8 

25 Agree with thine e quickly 
- whilſt thou art in the way with him: 
leſt at any time the adverſary delive 
thee to the judge, and the judge de. 

liver thee to the officer, er be 

caſt into priſon 

46 Verily I ſay unto thee, thou ſhale ; 
no means come out thence, till tho 


7 

+ haſt paid the utmoſt farthing. 
PARALLEL TxxTs to _ ins Made 1 
ep ing VERSES | live 
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21 Thou ſhalt not kill. vedio xx, 13. ? 


„e commandment repeated. lr / 
on | = f 1 Dxur. v. 1e 
1 ron 


. 22 8 VV, hs brother 3 is a mu 
derer: and ye know, that no murderer hat F. 


eternal liſe abiding | in him.—Joux. in. 15. * 
67 i dun 
23 Offer the gift that Moſes 3 


| Marr. vii 

Ve => and blind: far e is greate knoz 
"the gift, or the altar that ſanifieth'the gi” 
nen u Mr. xi. l 

4 a 3 $A. 24 © | 
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24 ace ſervant Job, and offer up for | 
yourſelves a bucnt-offering,—Jos alii. * 


If two of you ſhall agree on earth as touch- 
ing any thing that they ſhall aſk, it ſhall be 
tone for them of my facher which is in heg- 
ren, Marx. xviii. 19. 3 


I will that men pray every ae lifing up 


holy 1 — n _—_— Ft. 
py "7 Tim. ji. 8. 
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That you payee 2 

| 1Per. i iti. 7. 
i be poll, » much a ligth in you, 
ve e ich: ale xi. 18. 


25, 26 When thou goeſt with chine adver- 
lary to the magiſtrate, as as thou art in the way, 
give diligence that thou mayeſt be AKA 
from him. —LvuKE x xii. 58. * 


* 


* 
For this ſhall every one that i is tte: pray 
unto thee, in. a time when thou FS. be 


found, —P3ALM xxxii. 6. W A 4 


G n to „ Hive; * 
know not what to do in the end thereof, n 
r ſhame. 

4 Nos d * Pao. xv. is 
1 | Seck 
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Seek ye the Lord while he may be found, 
5 „ ah e V 41: 

7 ISAR * 
Sd e Kaan Na e 27's | eat 
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qu an ave 
21 * inge pn: Aga or n V perfo | 
| appearance here on earth, is ſo fai pur 
from having the leaſt tendency towards the in 
dulgence of my diſciples, or followers, in an; 
liberties, from which thy were reftrained b 
the moral law; that I come, not only n 
confirm and ſtrengthen it in all its parts, bu amn 
in divers particulars, to heighten and enlaryi 
it: as for inſtance, the law of Moſes dnl im{ 
prohibited murder, and atinexed death as thru! 
"puniſhment due to ſo raſh and beinous A trank ai 
Oe 


22 But I gk you, to refrkin' from t 
oF firſt motion of anger, and wrath in you 
hearts ; for, depend upon. it, whoever wi 
- Indulge himſelf in an audacious and. revengef 

. difpoſition, which provokes. and ſtirs him 
do enmity, and ſtrife without any juſt provocy] . 
* nde I fay, tall es * inf 


55 * 
7 
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fellate and vengeance of the Al- 
nighty; in proportion to the offence of mur- 
er, which is cuſtomarily puniſhed with the 
:ath of the tranſgreſſor. And the man who 
idulges himſelf in ſtill greater liberties, and 
zoceeds with arrogance and preſumption pub- 
ckly to reproach and revile his neighbour, ſhall 
we his puniſhment heightened in proportion 
that greater puniſhment which the - Jewiſh 
my inflics on more open enormous offen- 
but a man who gives a looſe to all his in- 
*. luſt and affections, and audaciouſly 
eſumes to ſcandalize his brother, and cenſures 
im as an object highly worthy of hell and 
mnation, ſnall be puniſhed by the Almighty 
th the utmoſt ſeverity in a hell of fire and 
imſtone, in proportion to that moſt ſnocking 
ture of burning alive, which is frequently 
actiſed on the moſt ow m_ ann 
ous offenders. ; 


23 When, 8 your 3 are bent 


on feriog up your prayers to the Almighty, 
nſider carefully within your minds, whether 


any fuch inſtance you have wronged, or 
ceded with injuſtice againſt your . 
d by 1 anger of God 


wu | 
% A 
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- 24 And if, upon examination of your hex 
yon find you have been guilty of ſo notori 


IF S e e wit: gomr. brotha) en 


your miſ- behaviour towards him, and ende 
„ e eee e- g 
reconciliation between you, then, and ne 
till then, offer up your prayers to God 4 


3 mighty, who well knowing the inmoſt receſſ 


of your heart, and diſcerning your moſt fi 
e n and acer 
e een ee 


2 CY hd tide eee 
is nothing more than what the common affai 
of life abſolutely require: for, if you are 
variance with another, and the conteſt is li 
ly. to be carried to too high a pitch, a prude 
ſubmiſſion at firſt will ſoon extingui 


flames that were juſt breaking out, and Ml 


quarrel will ceaſe ; but if once you have | 
the reconciliation out of your own power, 
vou have referred your cauſe too raſhly 
the abſolute determination of the magiſtr 

there then remains nothing but the fearful « 
| pectation of his final ſentence, and all bo 
of an amicable n aan, 6 enti 
ber. | | HOY 3 
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Thus under my inſtitution, you may, in 
his life, prevent all the ſad effects of your paſt 
anſgreſſions, by faith and repentance; but if 
ou delay, till death and judgment overtake | 
ou, the ſentence muſt paſs, and inexpreſſible 
ments muſt unavoidably be the fatal conſe- 
uence of ſuch your fatal neglect. 


„ 
©. 


afonal Rarrzerions on the Six pre 
. ceding V FSES, 


21, 22 — our divine orator n to 
zpound the ſpiritual ſenſe and meaning of the 
ww, and to vindicate it from the corrupt gloſ- 


s of the ſcribes aed phariſees: and here 
be reader is to obſerve, that our Lord delivers 
new law, but expounds the old one; en- 
ins no new duties, but enforces thoſe which 
ad been before eſtabliſned. The law of God 
always perfect, requiring the whole race 
mankind to love the Lord their God, with 
. 
en | z 


In this qxpoſtion of che law. our bleſſed Sev 

our begins with the ſixth commandment. - 

hou ſhalt not kill. In which he ſhewe, the 

ren a perſon may violate 3 ny 
* 3 


juice of his perſon or reputation, all "unju 


-— unworthy of the name of à han. Some in 


„ dne orator in ſued inſtances as ef 


0 Tue Drvrn „ore, 0 


bitiott; namely, not only by the . gl 
of murder, but alſo by raſh and unruly anger 
und by unfuſt and vpprobrious language. Fron 
whence we may learn, that every evil motiol 
of our hearts againſt our neighbour, to the pte e 


anger and malice, all terms of ignomity a 
reproach, are as much forbidden by the lay 

Dod, a8 the grofs ut of murder itfelf. F 1 
hence likewiſe it is evident, that anger an 
wrath, when indulged without any juſt cauſ 
have their ſeveral degrees; and according 
the heinouſneſs and aggravntion of the ſin, tl 
degrees of puniſhment in the next world » 


bo duly proportioned. As to the peculiar te 
of {lander, which: our bleſſed Saviour | 


mentions, namely, Rara; it ſigniſies 2 c 
9 — chat is to ſay, a vn 
empty, deſpicable, ſenſeleſs creature; 0 


jour 
thot 
ine the words (without cauſe) in the foreg roth 
Ang part of the verſe are to be underſtood ben 
. © this place, for this reaſon 5 becauſe our ble 
Lord himſelf calls the ſeribes and phariqgith t 
ſoole, blind, whited ſepulchres, ſerperts, « red 
gerution of vipers, &. It may be ju as 
queſtioned, however, whether we may imit 


AT 


ine becalfſ 
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ecauſe he came with an extraordinary came 
nion from God, and well CT whom 
ich terms could truly and with juſt cauſe be 
pplied. Such opprobrious terms, therefore, 
hould bo uſed by us but very ſeldom, if ever 
all—But to return to aur obſervations, thers 
one leſſon of inſtruction more that naturally 
ſes from this particular text, and that is; 
de prohibition of ſelſ · murder; which in no 
ale can poſſibly be lawful, or praiſe · warthy, 
nce no perſon has any more power over his 
un life, than that of his neighbour's, Though 
ſhould prove ever ſo deplorable or painful, 
et we muſt wait God's. time for our diſmiſi on, 
d ſubmit with ae Wille 1 

3, 24 25, 26 — e 
vi raſh and cauſeleſs anger, which in our 88 - 
| onffour's account is one degree of murder, be 
+ inhorts here all his e and followers-20 
reg otherly love and unity one with another, ang, 
god hen offence is caſually given, to ſeek a mu- 
ple reconciliation as ſoon as po ble. Agree 
rid ith thine adverſary, that is to ſay, thy in- 
ed of eg eee iy with-him 
put 1 and then quickly, as 
imitÞhcomes.a chriſtian; in which words are im- 
a duty indiſpenſably incumbent on us 
r | . to 


. 


% The Deu On'arton; or, 


to act in that manner. Here the reader is 
obſerve, the argument or motive, with whi 
our bleſſed" Lord enforces his exhortation 
brotherly love, peace and unity, drawn fro 
the peril and danger of the negle& therec 
None of our performances, we may be allure 
will find acceptance with the Almighty, in c 
there {ſhould unhappily be found malice Wore 
hatred, malevolence and anger in our he 

againſt our brother. Moreover, we ſhall fund 
that no ſacrifice whatever, which we can ofWuc 
will be acceptable in the ſight of God, ſo lo 
as we ourſelves treat our fellow-creatures vi 
an implacable hatred and abhorrence. And * 
we obſtinately perſiſt in that unforgiving fr: 
of mind, we may be aſſured, that God * 
de our adverſary, when we appear before 
in judgment: Chriſt will be our impani}, ” 
judge, ſatan will be our accuſer, and hell . 
1g rags of o Sir preſumption. and perve 2 
nes. [2 
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10 Law here {eriouly conſider the kind: 
. What is it de 2 — an io 
N and to eſtabliſh with our own' an unive a8 
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good? what is it but to preſerve ourſelves from 9 
the worſt of tyrannies, namely, that of our in- Ll 
xdinate and unruly paſſions ? what is it, in Jl 
word, but to curb the ſource of ill-will and ü 
mon in our minds; to pive a' check to | 
e very firſt motions of reſentment and malig- 
ity; to raiſe in us the moſt intenſe degree” of 
* benevolence and forgiveneſs, whereby 
become qualified for the ſociety of angels, 
a are made partakers even of a divine na- 
ure ? 


Let us farther reflect, that by rage il re- 
ntment we loſe our tempers, provoke our ad- 
erſaries, and render the injury perpetual with- 
ut the leaſt hope of a reconciliation : by for- 
veneſs, we at leaſt blunt the edge of our 
emy's malice and hatred; if we don't actu- 
ly procure his friendſhip. By the acknow- 
doing our faults, and making ſufficient re- 
ration for them, we endeavour, as much as 
us lies, to reſtore that order and harmony of 
ge moral world, which we had before moſt 
W * 


What is it then that our bleſſed Lord 0 
riour requires of us? nothing more than to 
i as prudent, free, 1 accountable bein 12 3 


Dre 
3 Orc 


e 2 9 TT % * | 3 
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in order to our admittance hereafter Into Gods 
celeſtial manſions. | | 


And this is irony us frees b to reſcue 
us from the moſt dreadful bondage of rage and 
reſentment, and; all the fatal conſequences that 
naturally ariſe therefrom ; paſſions, that rend 
the ſoul to pieces, and render us unki for ſocia 
life; paſſions, that premeditate miſchief, and 
make evil their principal aim and deſign. 


( 
Once more let us reflect, with tranſport, oi 
our peculiar happineſs, in having our lot cat 
under the goſpel of peace; that we are planted 28 
- where the moſt indulgent and benevolent l le 
of our King, our Saviour, our only true Me h 
ſiah, are exhibited in the ſtrongeſt and moi] re 
advantageous light; what ſentiments.of grat | 
tude. ought, they. to excite in our breaſts? wit 
what unwearied induſtry ſhould. we fix them ii pl 
our hearts? What attention pught we alway} fo 
8 them, 1 in order to our chearful practic thi 
of them in eyery occurrence of life, and oi th: 
minds being inceſſantly inflamed with their di int 


vine excellence and everlaſting beauty ? 


ey 


the, Praurv ef HoLimgge 20, 
s Cu HR I 758 Explication of the Seventh 
2 


a The T'sxT7 according to St. MarrkE. 


CHAP. v. ver. 27 28, 29, 30. 


27 Ye have heard that it was aid by them 
of old _ Thou ſhalr not commit 
adultery, | | 


18 But 1 ay unto you, that whoſoever 
looketh on a wofrran to luſt after her, 


hath commitred addttery with her A- 
ready in his heart. 


9 And if thy rig nt e e offend cles 
pluck it out, — A it from ſthee: 
for it is profitable for thee that one of 
thy members fhould periſh, and not 
that thy whole body ſhould be caſt 
into hell. 


o And if thy right hand offend thee, 
cut it off, and caſt it from thee: for it 
is profitable for thee that one of thy 
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members ſhould periſh, and not tha 
© thy whole body ſhould | be caſt int 
hell. | F 


Panatins 1 80 Four Prece 
POE — TERLTE NT 
| 1 2 F) ; + ; 1 2 4 \ 
. Thou ſhale not commit 3 in ti 


8 as Exop, . 1 nan 
Tm $3} 5.4% ap < > TR wha 


The fame commandment is repeated, 
Dur. v. 18 


= T1 4 ry 
Þ 18 vel 


Thou ſhale not lie 5 with thy. neigh 
vane $ 21 to defile raya with her. 

Lxvrr. xViii, 2 

He that committeth n with 1 neig 

bour's wife, the adulterer and the adultere 


hall ſurely be put to death —Levrr. xx. 10, 


If s man be found 1 ying RO A mat 
ried to an huſband, — they ſhall both 
them die. —Dzor. xxii. 22. 


Whoſo committeth adultery with a woma! 
lacketh underſtanding : he that doth it deſtro) 
7 7 his own nne vi. 3%, 


: ws. 
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Iwill bea ſwift ming againſt the adulterers. 
MAbs Ul, LY 


From within, out of the heart of men, pro- 
ceed evil — us fornications. 
] MARK vii. 21. 


Maſter, this woman was taken j in adultery, 
in the very act. Now Moſes in the law com- 


manded us that ſuch ſhould be ſtoned: but | 
what ſayeſt thou ?—Jonn viii. 4, 5. 


Marriage is honourable in all, and the bed 
undefiled : but whoremongers and adulterers 
od will judge —H xx. xiii, 4. 


. 


28 I made a covenant with mine eyes ; why 
then ſhould I think ou a maid ? 
Jos xxxi. T. 


Luſt not after her beauty in thing haart ? 
either let her take thee EO her eye· ds. 
Pov. vi. 25. 


Having eyes full of nee PEr. ii. wh 
nal a 
29, 30 If thine eye ; offend thee, pluck i it out 
nd caſt it from thee: it is better for thee to 
| NN enter 


* 1 . 


on * 
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enter into life with one eye, rather than having * 

to eyes, to be caſt into hell- fire. | pon 
: | Marr. * 9 

ir tine eye offend thee, ide: it i \ f 

better for thee to enter into the kingdom of © 
God with one eye, than having two eyes . 

be caſt into dell. fire. MARK ix. 47. 

Turn away mine eyes from bebolding vani 

. PSALM. cxix. 3 28 

There are ſome eunuchs, | which were 5 

born from their mother's womb; and theſ ie 

are ſome eunuchs, which were made eunucind ! 

of men: and there be eunuchs, which ha ulfib 

made themſelves eunuchs for the kingdom ina! 
Heaven's ſake. He that is able to receive 

let him receive it. Marr. Xix. I2, *. 


If ye live after the fleſh, ye ſhall die: er a 
jf ye through the ſpirit do mortify the dee 
* the body, ye ſhall live. Rom. viii. 13. 


I keep under wy body, and OM « 

ſubjection: leſt. that by any means, whenfeſolut 
have preached to others, I __ mould bayyour 1 
a. 1 Cor. ix. * / reſen 


Mor 


* 
— 
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g Mortify therefore your members which are 
pon the _ Fornication; uncleanneſs, Ke. 
0 | | Cor. ib iii. 5. 


pf X < | 1 
ö 


\ familiar PARAPHRASE of the Four 
| preceding VERSES. 


A AIN, the law ſaith, thou thal 
not commit adultery. 


28 But I ſay unto you, whoſoever looketh 
na woman. with an unchaſte deſire and in- 
© tion, is guilty of adultery in his own mind, 
ind in the eye of God, though he may not 
ninal converſation with her. HY 


N ( 


29, 30 Theſe firidter and more cublinis 
recepts may, in all probability, ſeem altoge- 
her as difficult to be practiſed, as plucking out 
right-eye,. or cutting off a right-hand. If 
3. 77 thing, however, as dear to you as either | 
f them, be the leaſt cauſe of making you |} 
 infſuilty of fin, tis much more prudent to be | 
en eſolutely bent, to be abſolutely determined in | 1 
| beſour mind to part with it; and to bear the Wl 
reſent inconvenience with ſome degree of pa- 

| 

| 

1 


Je 


Face, how diſagreeable, how n ſoever | 
lor that 


* ; 
* 


ſuffer it to be the occaſion of your eternal ru 
And deſtruction. 


un 
pf t 


Occaſional REFLECTIONS on the Fo 
| preceding Viasks. 


Fe 27, 28 Here our Saviour proceeds to gil 
his audience an explication of the ſeventh co 
mandment, which prohibits adultery ; by whic 
term the ſcribes and phariſees underſtood on 
the groſs act of uncleanneßz, and carnal cor 
yerſation with another man's wife: our bleſſe 
Lord, however, carries the idea of this me 
enormous vice a great deal higher; for, a 
cording to his ſentiments of it, the man, vl 
only ſecretly in his heart, in thought only, 
not in fact, deſires ſuch a eloſe union and fa 
Tarity witha married woman, and caſts his c 
upon her with ſuch a ſinful inclination, and 
tranſported with pleaſure through the entertaihy c 
ment of it in fancy only, is an actual adulter 


and a criminal in the eye of God. F twit 
. *whence'we may learn, that the law of G 


is fo pure and ſpiritual, that it actually co 
dens ſpeculative laſciviouſneſs no leſs thilflther 
practical and groſs uncleanneſs: 0 th be 

| 3 = — Arann but . Tec 
„ Purpfiptur 


2 
3 


1 4 


0 ts foul affer unlawful pleaſire. 


Heer th 9 


re, 


29, 30 m the ehebefietghit verſe ar übe 
tor cenſures and condemns ocular adultery, 
x the adultery of the eye. © He that looketh 
on a woman, ſays he, to luſt after her, hath 
committed adultery. with her Ke in his 
heart.” _ WE "io | 


rods fx 


4 1 
"* * - 2 


From te we may aig 58 ths eye oy 
n inlet to fin, eſpecially the fin of unclean- 
{; luſt enters into the heart through "the 
indow of the eye. In-theſe verſes, however, 


wil this eye-diſeaſe, «Tf thine eye een mw, 
ſays wy at once pluck it out.” 


a 
e Now Woilly noe 6-arduund d Petit 
nd his, as if it was a duty incumbent on us in 


1y caſe whatever to pull out our eyes, or to 
t off our hands; but the meaning is, that 
"withſtanding any favourite luſt ſhould prove 


cole muſt determine at all events to part with it, 
ther than by our indulgence , of it, plunge 
th body and foul. into everlaſting torments. 
re it is to be obſerved; that, in the ſacred 


the Mv of 15145 28. 107 - 
lf 4 intention, and Brit Eager 4 5 


; bleſſed Lord preſeribes a remedy for the cure 


dear to tis'as is a right eye, or a right hand, 


ptures, fin is compared to à natural body; 
* a 
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£98 The.,Dayiny, OzATOR z, r, 
{marries natural body has many men 
bers, ſo the body of ſim has wany membe ch 
likewiſe. From hence, moreover, we m 
Learn, that fin may, by a proper reſiſtance : | 
| pious; reſolution, be avoided. It is a duty 
,cumbent on every true chriſtian | to avoid ey: 
thing that has the leaſt tendency. to vice, 
ma; poſſibly be the occaſion of 'hn : if he fn 
the view of an enſnaring object will enz 
him, he muſt make a covenant with his ej: 


though he is not obliged to-pluck them out, th 
he will turn them another way. The 
courſe, in ſhert, that any one can take, to p 
ſerue himſelf from the external commiſſion 
any ſin, is ta mortify the inward affections,: 
vicious inclinations; towards it: by ſuch 
timely mortiſſeation, he will deſtroy ãt i in t 
very root; if his inward affections be _ orde 
——— members may be ſpareſhhulge 
or they will no longer prove — — ſui 
cofifin, but of e ee barung tio 


_—; N enſib 
ode n ue; 
AMPROVEMENT. led 


2 * us . 2 aw — en 
. but with the deepeſt horror 
deteſtation ; as a vice, extremely dangerous 

difficult to be nn * an aden, in üg 
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> baſe "ind. treddlitrus to the laſt degree, 
d deſtructiye of all ſocial felicity. Let us 
ok, therefore, on this decree of our divine 
tor as ſtrictiy juſk and righteous, and readily: 
knowledpe, that he has exerted his wiſdom 
d goodneſs in a very conſpicuous manner 
thus guarding againſt the firſt approaches to 
s diſhonourable, chte deteſted, this moſt a- 

minable fin: Let us, then, treaſure 0 ths! 1 
ned prohibition of his in our hearts, thatithe- Al 
re of beauty may never dazle our eyes, nor- Wl 
leaſt ĩmpurity lead us aſtray; Let us re- i 
8, with thankſgiving, on: the.divine-good- 
that has given ſuch an indulgent check-to/ 1 
ir ſtep, the very firſt approach towards ſoi 
teſtable-a tranſgreſſion; to that ſource of all 
order and confuſion, Let us not preſume to 
ulge ourſelves in one vain or idle thoughts 
luffer one inordinate or unruly appetite or 
tion to poſſeſs our boſoms; ſince we are 

enſible of the fatal conſequences, that may 
ue; of the deſtructivye way we may poſſibly 

led into thereby. Better that mill- ſtones 

re tied about our necks, and ourſelves 

own into the ſea, than ſuch a band of furies, 

h a legion of lawleſs wiſhes ſhould. be let 

ſe in our breaſts; wiſhes, never to be ap- 


ed, and more deſtructive and devouring _ 


— 
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* * 
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the grave itſelf, Let us think no difficulty t 
unſurmountable, in order to avoid ſuch a ff 
of confuſion ; let us grutch no diligence or 2 
plication, in order to preſerve . ourſelves fro 
impurity, and defilement; let the puniſhme: 

' threatened upon our indulgence terrify us, a 
the reward, annexed to our avoidance of 

temptation, excite us to a ſteady. obedienc 
Let us, in this holy warfare, reſolutely cut 
the right hand of our inordinate and unruly : 
fections, and pluck: out the right eye of allo 
ſenſual deſires. Let us proftrate  ourſelyes 

fore the Almighty, in a deep ſenſe of our oy 
weakneſs; let us implore the inceſſant inte 
poſition of his divine aid and aſſiſtance; 
us, in a word, beſeech the God of all pur 
and holineſs, through the merits: of the hc 
Jeſus, to deliver us from all pollution, and p 
ſerve our bodies, ſouls, and ſpirits, pure a 
ſpotleſs to the ſecond coming of his only- 

' gotten Son, the ſame bleſſed Jeſus, when 
will appear in all his majeſty and glory to jut 
both the quick and the dead, and whoſe k 

DN ſhall have no A | 
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Cn 118 ˙⁸ Ede of the Seventh 
Commandment n.. 


54 
1 


The TExr, according to St. Marrurv. 
CHAP. V. ver. 31, 32. 


i Ir hath been ſaid, whoſeever ſhall put 
away his wife, let him give ber a "wi: 
ting of divorcement. | 


ſhall put away his wife, faving for the- 
cauſe . of fornication, cauſeth her to 
commit adultery ; and whoſoever ſhall 
marry her that 1s r anmieten 


n 


ARALLEL TExTs to the Two preced- 
ing VERS ES. | 


wnen 2 4 man hath taken a wife, and mar- 


cleanneſs in her: then let him write her a 
Ill of diworcement, and give it in her hand, 
an an. his Wan 1 

2 Dor. xxiv. Ye 
M 


— 


2 But I ſay unto you, that whoſe 


ed her, and it come to paſs that ſhe find no ; 
wour in his eyes, - becauſe he hath found ſome 
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1 

The phariſees alſo came unto him, tempt... 
ing him, and ſaying unto him, is it lawfy 

for amd ut flu wiſe for every cauſe? l 


; dc Marr. Xix. 3 ater 


The . r bin, Mut 
is it lawful for a man to put away his wiſe nm 
_— him, hang x. 2, &c. 


Our bleſed Lord affirms, that holder 
ſhall put away his wife, except it be for for 
nication, and ſhall marry another, committet 
adultery: and whoſo marrieth her which | 
Hur ne doth commit —_— 

| Marr. xix. 


g Th — thing 18 affirmed; only this clau 
: (favitg for the cauſe of fornication) | is not add 
A ed, in LUKE xvi. 18, | 


Phd Dod With" been witnef between the 
and the wife of 'thy youth, againſt whom tho 
hath dealt treacherouſly: yet is ſhe thy co 
Pa and the wife of thy covenant, A 

d not he make one? yet had he the reſidue 
the ſpirit : and, wherefore one? that he mig! 
' ſeek a godly ſeed: therefore take heed to you 


ſpirit, and let none deal treacherouſly agai 
** wife of r ii. 14, 15. 


3 


Wh 


9 W 
0 
wal 


the BzavTy of Hortus arg. 


Wholſoever ſhall put. away his wife, ang 
marry another, committeth adultery againſt her, 
MARE x. 11, 
Unto the married I command, yet not I, 
dut the Lord, It not the nile ans haben 
huſband : but and if ſhedepart, Jet her remain 
unmarried, or be- reconciled to her huſband ; 
and let not the * put away his wife. 
= | Con. Vit. 10, 11. 


\ familiar Pain as of the fix 
preceding VERSE ' 
GAIN, the law permitted a man 
{XA in ſundry caſes to ur his _ "ay 
ff dworcement. | | ke 


T 


4 


q 


32 But I fay unto you, tho x was not Md: 
g to the original intention of the Almighty; 
ut was only permitted to the Jews, on no 
ther account than the hardneſs. and. perverſe+ 
els of their hearts, and in order to prevent 
cater and more groſs evils; from this time 
wards, therefore, whoſoever ſhall put away 
Ali wife, and matry another (the cauſe of 
ue Multery only excepted) ſhall be looked upon, 
nig deemed guilty of cauſing, both her that is put 
Jay, and him that ſhall ps 24. her, 


dai commit adulte 1 
Ma” "Galt = 


all 


h . , 


that might give a man cauſe of offence, 


x24 The rend tent or, 
Qecaſional Kevizcyions on the two pre- i 


ceding Ver 82s. Fed 


7 Our Mieſſed'Saviour Kill. proceeds in vindi- 
rating and clearing the ſeventh commandment 


from-'the corrupt gloſſes of the ſcribes an 
phariſees. God Almighty had fo far indulge: 
the Jews, as to permit them to put away the 
wives by a bill of divorcement, in caſe of un 
mea 3—Dzvr. xiv. 1. NE 


98 And thertupoa the ſeribes mit phariſe yand 
maintained it lawful to put away à wife upof 
any trivial occaſion ; any flight act of he 


create his diſpleaſure. This abuſe our divi 
orator cortects, and demonſtrates, that a bi 
| of divorcement (except in the caſe of adulte 
evidently proved) is a certain breach of 
feventh commandment. From hence we m 
learn, in the firſt place, that the marriag 
covenant between two perſons is fo indiffolif St 
Aude in the fight of God, that no miſcanduſ'** be 
| no a& of indiſcretion, and no leſs crime tb rde 
chat of abſolute adultery, can ever difannul df bereb 
; Holy bands: and in the next place, that whd<<rv 
| any perſons are with juſtice put away for teres. 
1 heinous crime above-mentioned, it is unlawih 


* 


ried to them. 
IMPROVEMENT: 


— 


bath delivered us from the temptations which 
riſe from the too frequent 'divorcements 
mongſt the ſons of men. By this wiſe and 
ndulgent prohibition, the peace and harmony 
f the marriage; ſtate is ſecured: the ſhameful 
randerings of inordinate and unruly affections 
re prevented; and the fatal conſequences. of 
ve and reſentment reſtrained, and "= with- 


5 due nog . 4. $f ; Ty» e5 9 
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Hew thankful ought we to bs to this 2 
ndulgent reſtorer of the original marriage 
flitution | with what deteſtation ſhould we 
ellect on that direful havock which licentious 
ſt has made in former ages; how ſincerel 
ught we to rejoice in that delightful path of 
rue happineſs, and laſting love, which is now 


a uarded by ſuch holy, juſt, and indulgent laws, 
hereby the mind is kept under ſuhjection, ang 
clerved from the fuſk, e of 0 
eſires. 26725 Ain L1G 367 GIGH i 1494 

| M'3 + And 


for = o marry. others, or for others, eqn- 
ſcious of ſuch er breach of OA bt to e 0 


Here let us adore chat divine W 0 | 
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And whilſt we are thus wrapped up in med 


tan on the perfect beauty, and tranſporting nei 
pleaſures of the marriage ſtate; on the fitneſ 


thr 

and abſolute neceſſity, that the union wherch 
this lower world is ſufficiently ſtored witlfif; N 
inhabitants, ſhould be inviolable; and th: 
nothing ſhould ſeparate the dear, united pair 
whoſe mutual endeavours. are ſo highly 1. 
quiſite to form the tender mind, and raiſe 


| future race 10 righteouſneſs and holineſz; | 
us fall proſtrate and adore that prince of peac: 
by whom the matrimonial ſta te ſtands th 

eng Wet und feta 


1 n "Be 


q ess e e 
Comer Preceps is regard. to Swearing 
| The Text OE! to St, Marin 


F 
been ſaid by them of old time, tho 
2 | « ſhale not forſwear thyſelf, but ſha 
eaten comp... 


A I 
6 


"te Bravry of Horse 17 


But 1 ay unto you, ſwear not a All, 
neither by E for it is ; God's, 
throne : | 111 
; Nor 575 the earth, for i it is his foot- = 
if fool : neither by Jeruſalem, for it is . 
dhe city of the great King. . 


Neither ſhake Anden by u tity 
becauſe thou E's not mule Ges —_ 
white or black. * 


| 
y 


| 
C 
But let your communication be yea, 

yea, nay, nay: for VLA is more, 
than theſe cometh of wb 


Pry 7 


* 
+ 
4 


\RALLEL — to the fre pre- 


ng _ ceding Vensns. | 


2 — you, ye blind guides, which 4208 

> whoſoever ſhall ſwear by the temple, it is 
3 ling: but whoſoever ſhall ſwear e £448 
* the WO he is a debtor. > 


50 Marr. xxiii, 16. 
he thir commandment. —Exod. xx. * 


eee. v. 17. SF On 
) Ye 


it is nothing; but whoſoever ſweareth by th 


5 pg os il. 22. pre. 
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Ve ſhall not ſwear by my name falſely, ne 
cher ſhalt thou prophane the name. of thy God 
Fam the Lord.—Lavrr. xix. 12. 


That (vow) which is gone out of 0 lips 
5 . 1 281 3 and * 
N W ai "Dave: xxiii, 23 


34. 35, . 35 wo unto you, ye blind guides 
which ſay, whoſoever ſhall ſwear by the alt 


— nen 5085 
N Marr. xxili. 1 18 


0 "Be" wo at ings, . my n ſive: 
| not, neither by Heaven, neither by the ear 
neither by any other oath.— JAMES v. 12. 


Thus ſaith the Lord, the Heaven is n 


throne, and the earth is my foot-ſtool : whe 
is the houſe that ye build unto me? : 


N is the place of my reſt.— ISA Ixvi. 


And he that ſhall ſwear by Heaven, ſwearet 
by the throne of God, and by 1 bim har ſitte 


Beautiful for 8 the joy of the whe 
| earth i is mount Zion, on the ſides of the nort 


the city of the great King.—Þ$SALM»x]viii 
BR 1 


- * 
* * 
44 


the Bzavry of Hon 119 
Y Let your ſpeech be always with grace, 


aſoned with ſalt, that ye may know * e 
ught ta anſwer every man. Col. iv. 6 


Let your yea be yea, and your nay be * 
t ye fall into condemnation. 
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* proceed Erbe 2s ha wat 
all perjury and falſe fwearing among 
en, and requires an exact and religious . per- 


mance. of the obligations they had laid 
temſelves under by their oaths ; and therefore 
de as duly and punctually performed, as if 
, TY mo the TOE 


hens. 


34 lee you, ae to abſtain 4 
lutely from all ſwearing in your common 
nverſation, as is the frequent practice of the 
ws in general; by means whereof, that moſt 
emn action, for the putting a more ſpeedy 
bp to ſtrife and contention, loſes its due reve- 
ce and Weight. Never flatter yourſelves, 1 
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tem: as for example, your ſwearing by yo 
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rior and created things : for this bs, in effed 
wearing by the great Creator of all things; f 
which reaſon, I enjoin you never to ſwear | 
ven ; for that is ſwearing by the God 
wen, whoſe throne it is. 


357 Neither will I permit you 28 byit Word - 
br. for that is ſwearing by God, wo ver 
foot; ſtool the en Haq ae p city Me ha 
Jeruſalem; ſince God has been pleaſed 
honour it, by his becoming its immediaW:t | 
governor and lawgiver, and for that reaſon 
F effect An appeal to See 1 


36 Neither ſhall you ſwear by things 
leſs moment or importance, which Mill is 
appeal to that Almighty power which creat: 


head, is ſwearing by God, who created at 
faſhioned it according to his good-will al 
pleaſure 2 nay, your very hairs, were form. t 
by him; and he beſtowed that particular colo dear 
upon them he thought fit; neither is it in yo 
pwn power to make them grey before tf, t. 
time; and when they are ſilvered over by 2 pha 
though they might have been yellow or bla 
before, eee on © 
original hue again. Nabe 256, ariny 


* 37 


dhe BzAUTY. of HOLINESS 121 yy 


37 For which reaſon, under my inſtitution, 
ie plaineſt and moſt ſimple converſation is in- 
ſted on, and judged moſt requiſite, conſiſting 
nothing more than bare affirmations or de- 
als; Which are all that are any ways neceſſary | 
be uſed by an honeſt and upright man, whoſe 
ord will always be taken, without a thouſand 
yerations, which not only proceed from an 
| habit, and a raſh and wicked temper of 
ind, but frequently create a jealouſy, that 
hat is fo vehemently aſſerted, and with ſo 
uch ſeeming zeal, is not ſound,, or perfect 
th, when duly examined. 


caſional REFLECTIONS on the five 
een VERSES: . 


33, 34. 355 36, 37 Here our bleſſed Savi⸗ 
r expounds and vindicates the third com- 
ndment, which requires a. feverend and 
ful uſe of God's holy name, and an abſolute 
bearance of the mention of it on any idle 
trivial occaſion, which is, in the worſt 
ſe, taking his name in vain. Now the ſcribes 
| phariſees endeavoured to maintain, that no- 
g but abſolute, bare - faced perjury was a vio- 
on of this commandment, and that common 
aing was an innocent and harmleſs habit 
enough, 
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enough, in caſe the party who'praRiſed it 
not forſwear himſelf: nay, they farther taug 
that perſons were only obliged to ſwear by t 
name of God, in a cure of judicature, but 
their ordinary and common diſcourſe, th 
might ſwear without giving any juſt grounds 
offence, by any created being whatſoere 
Now in contradiction to theſe ſhocking and: 
roneous principles, our divine orator chary 
chem not to ſwear at all; that is to ſay, not 
fear prophanely, or in their common « 
courſe; not to ſwear raſhly y, and without thoug 
by any of God's creatures; nor lightly, un 
any frivolous and trivial occaſion z for oaths, 
uttered without conſideration, are fins of a fl 
dye, ſcandalous, indecent, and to the laſt 
gree blame-worthy.—OQur bleſſed Lord, ho 
ever, does not here abſolutely prohibit oat 
but only reſtrains them; for notwithſtand 
needleſs and common ſwearing be a very hein 
, erime;; yet it is a chriſtian and neceſſary d 
to take an oath upon any ſolemn occaſion, vi 
a court of judicature demands it of us: 
"tis demonſtrable, that Chriſt himſelf, w 


adjjured by the high-prieſt, did reply upon o: 1 
As an oath, however, is an act of religi | 
et u 


{ n Is 


worſhip, Mt is * molt horrid provocation 


_ 


5 


the BeavTyY. of 101 fn hea 123 


be an make a pradtice of vin on. 
2 | 


37 ele 
proper remedy for ſnunning the occaſion, and 
anger of raſh end inconſiderate ſwearing ; and 
jat is, by accutſtoming, ourſelves. in our ordie 
diſcourſe, to a true. ſimplicity. and conſtant 

ainneſs in the expreſſion of our thoughts 3 
ther with reſpect to , our. affirmations or de- 
als, according to the nature of the topic 
hereon we are diſcourſing; refraining, with 
diligenge. and precautions. from the uſe of 
s, till we are called. to them upon ſuch ſo- 
mn 8 ů— fate 
d contention between man and man. From 
s preſcription of our bleſſed Lord We may 
un, that as the great end of ſpeech is to 
mmunicate our ſentiments: one to another, 
ought to uſe ſuch ſimplicity and plainneſs of 
preſhon, that we may be fully ſatisſied of 

h others veracity, without any needleſs - 
5, or n and religious ere 


"EVE 


. iMPROVEMENT,, 
et us nab conſider, what even 8 re · 
on requires of us. As we haye received our 
5 80 c— | 


- 


with the higheſt reverence and regard for him; 


124 The Drvixs ORAA TOR ot, 
exiſtence, and every other bleſſing we enjoy, 


from our moſt indulgent and bountiful Creator; 
fo, doubtleſs, we ſhould poſſeſs our breafi 


and ſo think of him, as to be always influence: 
in the ſtrongeſt manner by his authority ov: 
us. Let us not preſume then, to mention the 
name of that moſt excellent and adorabl: 
Being in a light and trivial way; let us nc 
dare to call upon God in a vain and irreveren 
manner, who has power to raiſe us to the high 
eſt pitch of human felicity, or ſink us to th 
loweſt degree of miſery and perdition. Let u 
be very cautious how we call the ſupre 
Lord of Heaven and earth to witneſs our follic 
and make his holy and tremendous name be.” 
a part in any of our looſe and idle amuſement, * 
ſince ſuch a raſh proceeding is to debaſe h 
glory, to treat him with ſuch an indecent fan 
liarity, as we ſhould bluſh to make uſe of HM 
wards an earthly prince, or even e 0 

of his ne. 5 | 


If an ada monarch would think death ie 
Night a puniſhment for uſing his name to ſi e 
port a falſehold ; let us think what puniſhndF*"6i1 
we ſhould n. if we durſt impiouſiy app eme 
un God who made us, in atteſtation of Nom 

| untrut 


* 


5 
7 
g-4 


the BEAUTY of Hotingss. ws 


untruth; or if we preſumed to neglect the per- 
formance of any action, to which we have bound 


name, 


If then our regard to an oath is of ſuch 
great moment and importance; if an oath is 
never to be taken, but for the peace and tran- 
quility of our neghbours, and for putting an 
end to ſtrife and contention between them, as 


reverence that is due to it ſuffers, and is de- 


ate of confuſion and diſorder is introduced by 


ur indulgent Inftruftor, 'who, by ſo ſalutary, 
0 well grounded a law, has taken' the moſt 


4 Von an oath with: an eye of contempt, or 
* nak ing uſe of it but on min 
1 ye | roam io 


How SOS has our wiſe law-giver 


ch ere preſerved us from the danger that attends 
o Ie common ſwearer? not only from impiouſly 
um ending, as it were, to pieces the ſacred and 
appffemendous name of the moſt High; but alſo . 
\ of Vom falling into numberleſs ſurprizes of falſe 
NEru N 2 | ſwearing, 


ourſelves by his moſt reverend, holy, and awful 


0 for the ſecurity of government; if the 
royed-by looſe and prophane ſwearing; if a 


hat means; what acknowledgments are due to 


-" WefcQual method to prevent us from looking 
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ſwearing, Which) would hut too ſoon betray u. 
into the moſt deliberate perjury, mene 


voidabbyend in cure, 0 
How beautifully has Chriſt here 8 to 
us that amiable cconverfation, which in can, T! 
open, and innocent 3 à converſation: that car- 
ries : conviction in. its delivery. and gives an in. C 
CO gd ger w ro to y; 
Let. eee eee AR 38 
ducted thy. ſobriety and. ziqhte cu ſneſ ʒ. let no, 3 
deſty and truth) preſide r t 
that che hearer; may give due credit. to | 
we aſſert, and that the words of cur. 83 39 - 
way fund an enſy aoeeſs to his heart; then ſhall © 
de rejeice in the day of viflestion, and aff or 
partake ef thoſe pleaſures, <<, which eye hat ot 
„ not ſeen, nor ear heatd, neither has il 
centered into :the heart of was to. " 
« ceive.” * lay 
| Saga ha 
i I Yi! 34 hon 
ene ane? J N I A 
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te BrauTy of HoLlingss, 127 
Cur 1s T's Doctrine in regard to Reta- 


The Texrs according to St. MaTTHEw. 


8 Ye have heard that it hath been ſaid, 
an eye for an 77 543 a tooth for a 
tooth. 


29 But I fay unto you, that ye reſiſt not 
evil: but whoſoever ſhall ſmite thee - 
on thy right cheek, turn to him ir 
other allo. 


o And if any man \ will ſue thee at hy: 
law, and take away thy coat, let him 
have thy cloak alſo. 


1 And whoſoever ſhall compel 1 to 
g0 a * go with him twain. 
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42 Give to him that aſketh thee, and 
tom him that would. 3 
turn not thou aii 72 5 


Wee, Tx ys to the five preceding 
 Vrnases. | 


38 Eye for eye, tooth for tooth, hand for 
hand, foot for foot, —ExoD. xxi. 24+ 


"Breach for breach, eye for eye, tooth { 
tooth: as he hath cauſed a blemiſh in a man, 
ſo ſhall it be done to him again. 
| | _ LBviT.,xxiv. 20 


bine eye Ae eng bund mall 80 
 forilife, eye for eye, tooth for tooth, hand fe 
hand, foot for foot DE Ur. xix. xix. 21. | ot r 


39, 40 40 Kay not, I will do ſo to hm 45 
® hath done to me: I will render. to the man ac 
= cording to-his work. —PRovy, * 29. 


Thou malt not avenge, nor bear any ruck dth a 


n the children ky people. 
+ LVEF: ic. Wh 


| Say not thou, I will. recompenſe evil: Men! 
* Vu an d Lord, and he ſhall ſave thee. itted 
8 Prov, XX, 2 p 


8 N » . 
* % - 
C % * 


428 þ 
4 


the RENT of Hoixzss. 129 
Ile chat revengeth hall find vengeance of 


he Lord, and he will ſurely keep his fins in 
membrance.—ECCLvs, Xii. Ty, Kc. 


offer alſo the other: and him that taketh 
way thy cloke, forbid not to take thy coat 


M'0.—LvEE vi. 29. 


Recomperice'to no man evil for evil, Dearly 
xcloved, avenge not youtlelves, but rather give 


lace-unto wrath. : for it is written, vengeance 
mine; 1 will TOM it faith the Lord. 


Ny 


20 


There is utterly a fault among you, "becatile 
e go to law one with another: why do ye 


uffer r to be defrauded RY: 
1 Con. M. 1 


teenie none hates! evilfor n ue adv) 
an : but ever follow that Which is 0 
dt > SONNY and to all men. I 


(is i 4 2 * 10. 


Who 3 AI ee 


oy 


Unto him that ſmiteth thee on the one ok | 


Rom. * 155 419. | 


ot rather take wrong? FI FAY wor | 


> Ne lt 


hen, he ſuffered, he Wee N | 
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3 thine heart ſhall not be grieved when thi 
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Not rendering evil for evil, or railing f. 


| ling : but contrariwiſe, bleſſing; knowi 
that ye are thereunto called that ye thould in 


herit a bleſſing.—1 PRT. iii. 9. 


"He giveth his cheek to him that ſmiteth hin 
bei is filled full with reproach. 


Lamen.i iii. 30 


41 And as they came out, they found 
man of Cyrene, Simon by name: him th: 


_ to bear his croſs. 
Marr. xxvii. 2 
And a at one Simon, a Cyreni 
who paſſed by, gg nt ee 

3 | Mank xv. 2 


42 Thou hate open Wine hand wide unt 
him, that is, the poor man, and ſhalt ſure 
lend him ſufficient for his need, in that whic 
he wanteth. Thou ſhalt ſurely give him, 2 


giveſt unto him: becauſe that for this thinſh, 
the Lord thy God ſhall bleſs thee in all t 
works, and in het thou pipe thug Ju 
unto. - Dur. xv. 8, 10. 


Love ye your enemies, and do good, | 
lena, RAA nothing again : TIE * 


* 23 


ard ſhall be great, and ye ſhall be the children 
| tha Might: debe, 
|, and to eee 35. 1520 


1 


He that hath pity upon the poor, lendeth 
nto the Lord; and that which he hath * 


ill ume een re _ 


fumilar PRAKASH: A'SE of the ve 
e ee 


Jr | 6-40 


oer he t 10l. or Jes. ee 


y 74 * 


by :no2means be-allowed:; neither ſhalls 


and I Jay upon all my followers, that, if they 
mot proctre redreſs for the injuries 
lain, in 4. peaerable and quiet manner, 
t + nth bear them with patience and meeknels, 
t run the hazard of having thdle- injuries re- 


„H ein 000 10 
iy 15461 in wt 
40 „ Nay Bae, af. nw ee 
tence of public juſtice, attempt to deprive 


* 
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GAN, er jliedtilaw Ales rets- 
— and anne "rig e | 


9 2 — beben; this practier 
voſe viglence with violence: and this .. 


I 


ted, wry whey recourſe for reef | 


of whit you have even an indiſputable right 
and 


— — 


— 


— — — — <—— — mr Rr non — — — — — — — — — — — — — - 
SCAT CA ͤ˙ü— — - — — —̃—̃ oc ea — — n 
— —_ - — — , * _ = be — © — — — 
— — — — — a - = — = 4 — 
2 > - — — — oy — — 
— — . — 2 — 5 : SOOT = _ N * 
— — — — . — — — K * 
£ 4 — 7 # ah. Do — - — — — — > 
* 5 — — — — — 8 — — 5 8 — P ET — TY _ * ry — W» j be - —— — 
2 CR — — x4 ks, — 2 — I a — 2 * 4 
* 84 2 ke T 4 nt = 2 ic TED n — i — — 1 & ety, —s 
—— > — i. Pn 42 — ——— — = — 2 — — 8 — rom ra he — — 2 4 CLF. _ 
— 4h 2 — 3 — T ah 5 — — —— — 
4 * £7 n Ly — 2 = hy 3 2 =, — la. ——— , — = — — - 2 — 2 
1 — 0 MF EY ©. —_— wk — — — == ro—_ - ä yg ROI o 
— 2 > 2 — —— — i MS T2—= = — — a = ST, — LR —_ 
— — — — — —* ——— — IJ — = — = — I — 2 8 A ? þ . A 52 
: — A i g : Ta y * * — 4 A — -_ 
1 — 2 . 2 * - — — — — — 1 _ 
— — < — — — = => 2 F ; =_ 
— = SR” ot — — — - — a — Y 
— . —— - . 


- 
— 
- 2 — 
— — 


232 The binn oA o, 


and title to; (provided the debate in queſti 
be a concern of no great weight or importance Urcal 
rather let him have his will; nay, rather ie 
him even more than he demands, than continu 
in contention ww him. 57 | 
| WI & | tele fi 
41 And laſtly, in cafs any — mag 
ſtrate ſhall oblige you to perform any unreaſo 
able ſervice in regard to your attendance N olene 
public buſineſs; do twice the duty that is exact 
of you, rather than by refuſing, even what en 
has no right to demand, you involve your 
in ſtrife and contention; nay, though his d 
mands are abſolutely unjuſt, yet comply vi 
them, if they happen to prove of no great mon th. 
ment, rather than ſuffer your own. eu 
mind to be injured, er 1 


ruffled or diſcompoſed. 80 faQio1 
| IMs, i 
"42 In a word, uſe your utmoſt endexo yd 


Ears the romeo of the arora 
and contribute, as far as in you lies, towat 
| the general peace and dati den of all 5 eſed Le 
fellow - creatures. To him that begs an a 

of you, give with a free and open heart ; 
to him that deſires only to york be 1 
bee RET 


l 18 Occaſe i 18 te 


«I, 


xcafional þ SET on the: five 
eee VERSES. 


38, 39s 40, 47, 42 Our bleſſed Saviour, in 
ele five verſes, vindicates the ſixth command- 
nent, whereby we are indiſpenſably obliged to 
o no act of injury; no act of oppreſſion or 
jolence to our neighbour, in regard either to 
is perſon or poſſeſſions. The Almighty had 
wen the Jewiſh magiſtrates a law (for wiſe 
aſons beſt known to himſelf) whereby, when 
perſon was injured. or oppreſſed, he might re- 
lire an eye for an eye, or a tooth for a tooth: 
pon this indulgence, the ſcribes and phariſees 
zuoht, that any private perſon, who was 
ronged by his neighbour, might demand ſa- 
ation from him in kind, or, in other 
ms, in equal degree of proportion to the 
jury received: if he had loſt an eye or a tooth 
him, he might legally revenge the aſſault, 
d inſiſt upon a ſuitable reſtitution : our 
ſled Lord, however, in this portion of ſcrip- 
re, declares with warmth againſt the irre- 
ious practice: the law indeed, ſays he, for- 
ly indulged you in this ſentiment of reta=, ' Wl 
tion ; but I ſay unto you, ( reſiſt not evil; 1 
i to ay, ſeek no * revenge, but 
abs 


3 


* . a : 


> Sm. 


8 The Dir 1OKAT0Rz or, 


| ſubmit the avenging of injuries to God Al. 
mighty: and his vice-gerent,: the-magiſtrate, i 

a a court of equity: and, in matters but of ſmall 
moment or 1949 make no appeal, ſeck 
for no reſtitution; or, if you find yourlelye 
under an abſolute / to male you 
appeal, do it not, with any view of revenge, i 
anger and reſentment. Henes the true chri 
ſtian may learn, that he ought rather to ſuffer 
double injury, than to revenge a ſingle one 
the doctrine of patience and forbearance is h 
recommended to his practice in the ſtrongeſ 
point of ligbt. Religion, indeed, does n 
command us to invite injuries, to take a ſecre 
pride in being ill uſed; but when we meet wit 
them, to be patient and ſubmiſſive under them 
we are forbid to return evil far evil, and rathe 
to endure a greater evil, than revenge a less. 


The thirty-ninth and fortieth verſes of th 
paragraph in the text, therefore, containin 
Chriſt's precept, in regard to non- reſiſtanc 
are not to be underſtood according to the firi 

letter, but as ſpoken proverbially; For! 
ctrriſtian is required here to turn the other chere; 
to the ſmiter; or, if a man will take away 
cloke, to give him his coat likewiſe: no, 
is under no obligation to giye up his poſleſſo 

r 


3 
®» © 


* | ey 109 
- * = WL 
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ner ; #eithier- is be prohibited, or purpoſe 
deterred from having recourſe to the faw, i 
his own defenee; when he happens to be 
called before a magiſtrate, or eſtabliſhed judge; 
for this our bleſſed Lord himfelf did, in the caſe 
of him that {mote him in the preſence of the 
pich-prisſt. (See Jonn the xvii. 22, 233 
And St. Paul, we find, pleads his privilege of 
being a Roman, to ſave himfelf from being 
ſourged. · (See AcTs xxii. 25.) Neither are 
1— in all caſes to bring others before 
ie magiſtrates,” in vindication of our juſt 
nights and legal demands. For St. Paul's 2 
towards thoſe magiſtrates, who had 
eaten him and Silas uncondemned, being Ro- 
nans (ſee ACTS xvi. 37, &c,) ſeems to imply, 
it he intended to do himſelf juſtice, had not 


he magiſtrates, by their compliance with the 


Ws aw. 2. he 
* 
1 


itt > 1 . r 


gal e, 8 | 


With oa here forbidden is "this; ak go 
ore; namely, to go to law for trifles, for 
null and inconſiderable loſſes, and acts of op- 
eon. We are expreſsly forbid here, it is 
e, to ſeek private revenge, and make public 
peals to courts of aber oats! with no other 


re. | 


"4 


erms propoſed by him, prevented him from” we | | 4 g 


„be word here rendered, compel, is deri 


£ 


porttance, from the ſovereign prince or prime 
. niſters of ſtate, were inveſted with ſuch an aui 


men, cattle, or ſhips, if occaſion required, in o 
to expedite their journey. And it is highly | 
buable, that ſo extenſive an authority might 

been too fre uently abuſed to the oppreſſion of i 


LA. 
v7 
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frame of mind ; and moreover, we are forbid 
indeed, to ſzek ſuch. reparation for injuries re 
ceived, as can never make us the leaſt compen 
ſation; 3 which he would do, who ſhould re 
quire an eye for the loſs of an eye, &c. had v. 
any ſuch law amongſt us. Turning the chee 
to the ſmiter, therefore, in this precept of ou 
Saviour's, bears no other meaning, than if h 
had ſaid, when you are treated with indig 
« nities ; when you are injured and abuſed 
. never aim at ſeeking revenge on that ac 
„ count, but bear with chearfulneſs, patiency 
© and Forbearance, thoſe inſults which ye 
% may meet with, as I have done before you 


And though our bleſſed Lord ſays farth 
whoſoever ſhall ® compel you to go a mile 


from a Perſian-term, which ſignifies, in our |: 
guage, a courier, or court-meſſenger. Thoſe po 
men, as we may properly call them, being ﬀ 
ployed in carrying letters, or diſpatches of 1 


rity, that they could, at leaſure, preſs eil 
fellow-ſubjeRs. 


\ | 


o 


rm ia eas 
! 2 *% | "», WY 1 


he Beaury of neiikzit hs. 


precept, that we are indiſpenſably obliged to be 
at the beck of every one, who ſhould take 
upon himſelf: the privilege of employing us; 


be no more than this: that he would adviſe us, 
nder the pretext of public authority, chearfully 


an diſpute the point, and raiſe a contention 
about it. | 

la che laſt of the foregoing verſes, our 
leſſed Saviour preſſes the law of charity upon 
is diſciples ; that is to ſay, he exhorts them 
not only to be liberal to thoſe that beg for re- 
jef; but to lend a reaſonable ſum, where they 
ind a favourable opporranitys to ſuch as deſire 


bliges all his faithful — whom God 
ath bleſſed with abilities, to abound in every 
ood work. He that is truly charitable does 
t only give but lend likewiſe : nay, ſome- 


cert ourſelves in one act of charity ohly, but 


unty and benevolence as extenſive as polbble. 


4 


Ox: \__ giver 


with him bim Ie dove Ker Met tia chat 


but the meaning of our divine orator ſeems to 


ind readily to do more than our duty, rathec 


nly to borrow. Chriſt, by this precept, 


imes lends, where he has no proſpect or ex- 
ation of any return. It is not ſuſſicient to 


e muſt be ready and willing to render our 


o giye is a God-like act; for God is the 


hen any ſmall violence ſhould be offered to us, | 
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before we aſk; and tis a duty incumbent on 
every chriſtian, that is able, to imitate that 
divine benefactor, by beſtowing his alms with 
chearfulneſs, ſincerity and diſcretion 3 in obe- 
dience to God's poſitive command, and with a 


| praiſe-worthy view to his honour and glory. 


"To conclude, there_is ſometimes; as much 
chatity demonſtrated in only lending, as there 
is in abſolutely giving; ſor many a poor family, 
by our timely aid and afſtance in lending them 

a ſmall matter, may, by their honeſt induſtry 
and application to buſineſs, raiſe themſelves 
into a condition to live, not only comfortably 
but with ſome degree of reputation in the world 
oe the time to come. - 8 l 


—— 


AAMPROVEMENT.' 


F ne reflect, with the greateſt attentio! 
. injunction before us, that, being full) 
convinced of its reaſonableneſs and beauty, 
may obey it with all the readineſs and alacrit 
imaginable: a law, which, however rigid anc 


* 


ſections it may poſſibly at firſt appear, has a i 
rect tendency to raiſe us to as high a pitch c 


perfection, as our natures are capable of, an 
T1 , 7 . ; IP 


% 


of : 


the BEAUTY of Horixzss. 139 
"0 ” 8.43 A 


ſit us (be our intion what it will) for the fer- 5 
lies of the Lord our Ged. * b 5 


For this purpoſe, let us ferioully l 
with ourſelves what the employment is, which 
our bleſſed Lord has called us to, and intended 
us for. His 'intention of coming into this 
wicked world, was graciouſly to take us out of 
it, to raiſe us above the good or evil of this 
life, and to conduct us at laſt to eternal glory, 
a ſtate of uninterrupted 811 and S - 


mind. © © 


Ir little e rule 100 1 0b 
, how then can we be qualified for that happy 
ate? can peace” of mind, unmoleſted by 
hneſs and reſentment, ſubſiſt in a- ſociety, 
here the leaſt contradiction cannot be endured. 
mth any degree of patience ? ſhall we not too 
on 1 1 acts of violence and injuſtice, 
find our paſſions rouſed, and inflamed 

— offence ? ſhall we not, in 4 
ry little time, lie under the government of 
fon” and caprice, ſo that every thing which 
ppens to erbate in us the leaſt diſguſt, ſnall 
come with us an inexcuſable crime, a crime | 
{the deepeſt; dye:? will not ſuch a procedures 
r e unity, which 
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50 1 | 
100 the Grower oe ot; 
abs of love and goodneſs, pew thereby dil. WM tors i 


- qualify us, to all intents and purpoſes, for an active 
NI mn n nt 5 and f 


e giviny 

| Dun then, our — e beings, I ve e 
ory in the government of our; paſſions, in (elves 
giving a- ſevere check to our reſentment, and 
dearing with willingneſs and patience, the 
infults and injuries of wicked men, rather tha 


| ard the community or ruffle our owt Let 
| tempers? could 2 diſpenſation leſs perfect dif. boent 
cover, that it is more glorious to conquer ou ls pr 
den ſpirits, chan to fubdue = city! and are." 19 
ve thereby duly prepared to deport abe a dent. 
the governor of the world would have us; and 
hall we not make it the buſimeſs of dur lives of e 
unde: 50 ound nau unos irs! 201. 
1012 of TT fla 920 * 10 991 E Kun 


ob tefledt on the bieden ase whic| 
bur great law-giver has ſet us: has Chriſt o 
Mefed LoidundSiviour prifoinind the nents 
bffices- of love and aſſection in return ſor th 
thalice and reproaches of , Wicked world 
nas he employed the power of Heaven for t 
good of moſe from whom be tecrived il 
7 21 
were his laſt groans on the ev6ſs; uttered | 


4 not oniy 3 


che BRAU TT of UHdtiness.” ier 


ors in but even thoſe, who were moſt 
mo ne reſoute in his crucifixion z nn 
ind ſhall we think much of paſing by, of for- 
ging the little indighittes and inſults, which WM 
we cafuxlly meet with from men like our- 
ſelves, and to whom, in ſome inſtances, it is 
pollible, we qurſelves have bern the greateſt 85 
pellors Fl | | | | 
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Let us ae led and: ee as cus . 13 
cent law-givet, who has. thus obliged ws,by WW 
his preſcription of fo, worthy. a law; a, law, 
in ſhort, ſo Wan was to our | reg 2 
he. 4% L FIT WT Win At 4 [ 23 
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CHAP, v. ver. 43. 46 45. 46, 4 oe | 


3 Ye have heard that it hath been ſaid, 
Thou ſhalt love thy * and 
hate thine enemy: 


4 But 


1 
: 
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44 But I ſay unto you, Love your ene. 
mies, bleſs them that curſe you, d 
good to them that hate you, and pray 
for them which e * yo 

and perſecute e bas 


45 That ye may be the Gulden e 4 you 
Father which is in Heaven; for be 
-* maketh his ſun to riſe on the evil and 

on the good, eee od 

| © juſt and on the unjuſt. e 


46 For if ye love them which jt yo 
what reward have "pg do * the 
©; ppblicans. the ſame ? 


AR. 


— 


47 And if ye ſalute your an wa 
what do you more than others? do nc 
even the publicans fo ? 


FY Be ye therefore perfect, even as you 


Father which is in any is re. le not 
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ceding YARSKE. 


43, 44 Thou halt ave tr thy Weder in 
hy heart — thou ſhalt not avenge, nor bear any 


rudge againſt the children of thy people, but 
hou ſhalt love thy neighbour as thyſelf, x9 
Ley IT, xix. 17, 18. 


8 3 
© N 


A new . I give unto you, That 
e love one another; as I have loved you, 

at ye alſo love one By this mall 
men know that ye are are my diſciples, if ye 
ve love one to re xiii. 34, 35 


Sa © 


Love your enemies, 'd any to them which 
te you, bleſs” them that curſe 7! you, and pray | 
them which Sg Er uſe you. _ | 

| Tux vi. 27, 28. 


Bleſs them which perſecute mu: died and | 
ſe not. Ron. xii. 14. 


be! bene t 


If thine enemy 8 fred bim; if he 

irt, give him drink: for in fe doing thou 

lt heap coals of fire on his head. 
PLAY "Rowe. x. 20. 


5 BY Ru ns Onknox; PY | 
8 Then ſaid Jeſus, Father, forgive them ; for 48 
5 they know not what they do.— Luxx xxiii. 3 Near 


And he (i. e. Stephen) knecled down, andi Ye 
cried with a loud voice, Lord, lay not this { | 
to their Charge.——ACTs vij. 60. _ 


| Being reviled, we bleſs: deing perſecuted 
ve luffr it: being defamed, we intreat. 
5 I Con. iv. 12, 


ve 


people 


Wo, when he was reviled, reviled no 4s 1 
| „ OO he threatened not. 
; | 1 Pzr. ii. 2 2? 


| Wat addy ni for evil; dr Wing 6 
railing : but —— bleſſing; knowin 


that ye are thereunto called, chat ye ſhould is 
hect rng Px. ill. 9. te 


45 He left not himſelf ident Wii, 

chat he did good, and gave us rain from He 
ven and fruitful ſeaſons, filling our hearts wit 
| food and gladneſs,—AcTs xiv. 17. 


46, 47 For if ye love them which love yo 
what thank have ye ? for ſinners alſo love thi 
chat love them. —LvKz vi. 32, | 
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48 Be ye therefore followers of dyes as 
dear 1 Wy: 


Ye hal be holy for L am holy. FRY. OP 
ths Luxxvxr. xi. 44. 


Ye ſhall Gi unto me ; for I the Lord 
m holy, and have ſevered you from other 
people, that ye ſhould be mine. 

Levi. xx. 26. 


As he which hath called you is holy, lo be 
ye holy i in all manner of converſation ; becauſe 
it is written, Be ye holy, for I am holy. 

3 9 PET. i. 153 16. 


| familiar PLL AVER of the fix 


preceding Vers... pipe 


$: ] * ASTLY you have been G chat 


notwithſtanding you were commanded 
love your neighbours; yet you were per- 
nitted to hate and ſeek the overthrow of all ſuch 


s oppreſs you, 


* 


44 But 1 command all my diſciples to cul- 


vate ſuch an happy diſpoſition towards good- 
cis and loving-kindneſs, as to Foe always ten- 


der 
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 der-hearted, and well-affeQed, even. to thoſ, 
perſons who treat them with the utmoſt for; 
and hatred; and that they diſcover this mil 
temper, this ſerene frame of mind, both þ 
ſpeaking all the good they are able, even 
ins who revile and curſe them, and by per 
| all the kind offices of life to thoſe wh 
Specht uſe them; and embrace every of 
portunity to injure and oppreſs them. And 
after all this praiſe-worthy patience and forbe: 
ance, when their implacable malice and reſent 
ment riſes to ſuch a pitch, as to return evil f 
ſuch good; and ſtill be diſcontented, unle 
| they can take away their very lives; yet aft 
 fuch premeditated malice, it is my * 
junction, that they pray for thoſe implacabl 

thoſe inhuman creatures, that God Almight 
would give them grace to repent of ſuch thr 
heinous, ſuch their unnatural proceedings a 

9 finally forgive mem. 1 


45 That by the conſtant vratiee of 
olden rule, they may raiſe themſelves t to ſuc 
an eminent degree of goodneſs, as to be rea 
on all occaſions, to perform every act of ben 

volence and friendſhip, without the leaſt mu 
mur or complaint; and thereby approve ther 
| -elves the true Shildren.of * . 
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and ſovereign of the univerſe, e 
the comforts. and, bledings of this life, even 
with a boumteous hand, as well to the wicket! 
and ungrate ful, 9 
ene vo 


46 This procedure, though 8 1 
ingly too difficult to be complied with, I aſſure 
my diſciples, is highly requiſite for their ac- 
quibtion:of my Father's Kingdom; for in cafe 
their love and affection is circumſeribed, and 
confined only within the narrow bounds of their 
fiends and well- beloved companions, they do 
nothing praiſe · worthy 3 nothing more than 
what is daily pracdiſed n e * 


worſt of ſinners. 


47 Nay, I tell them moreover, that ab 
hey proceed to expreſs the warmeſt love and 
fection for ſuch as are of their own party and 
pinion ; yet if they top there, the very pub- 
cans, who are reputed the worſt of ſinners, 
ary their tokens of reſpect and eſteem to as 
ich a pitch; and take delight in the company 

nd converſation of ſuch as agree with * | 
point of A and AT 


; Y 
* 
F . 


"Ps 
%. 
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q 48. Let me, however, prevail on you, who 
1 my followers, to ſet the divine 
being before your eyes for the object of you 
-imitation ; and, by doing all the good that in 
your power lies, to imitate the beneficent 
preſerver of the univerſe in the moſt amiable c 
IEP. 


. Occaional Ryi.nerIONs on the f 
| "pong ” VzRSES. 


25 ihe „ Yorty-third and forty- -foutth verſes 
the text before us, our bleſſed Saviour take 
notice of another corrupt gloſs which th 
ſcribes and phariſees had put upon the law 
Bod. The law ſaid, thou ſhalt r adg 
N | 'bour, —LEviT. xix, a 18. | | Ws 
| This precept, however, Is to the 
interpretation, had reference only to their ou 
countrymen, the Jews; and they falſly cot 
cluded, that they might treat all ſuch as we 
Ancircumciſed, every native of any oth 
country, and of a different. faith from thei 
with all the marks of their mortal ſcorn 1 
| hatred. Our bleſſed Sayiour, however, e 
preſſes himſelf in a quite different way 


11 


* BrAurv of Nenn TOY 140% 


thinking. I command all you, ſays he, who 


profeſs yourſelyes, to be my diſciples, ti love, 
and be tender -hearted to the whole race of 
nankind; I require you to love your very enk - 
nies. In this injunction the inward affection 

s required, :,and I: expect, ſays he, that you 
bleſs them that curſe you. In this injunction 
ability, and an external courteous. deport-| | 
nent, is required... Do good, again, ſays he, 
to them that hate you. In this precept, all- 
real acts of charity and benevolence are en- 
vined us; and theſe likewiſe to be performed 
our moſt ĩnveterate and implacable enemies. 
Nay, farther, ſays Chriſt, pray for thoſe that 
leſpitefully uſe you and perſecute you. Now . 
wough theſe are the higheſt expreſfions of en- 
nity, reproach, and inhumanity, that carbs. © 
eviſed, - yet {till we are commanded to pray. 
en for thoſe barbarous wretches, who would , 
uch or affect us, if poſſible, in two of the” + 
toft tender points, namely, our reputations | 
nd our lives. This, in ſhort, is the law of 
te goſpel ; this is the law of chriſtian cha- 
ty; and in the practice of all the duties 
reſcribed in this chapter, we ſhall find not 


ly our * but our glory. 
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Was ooh © Au 
Set us Weben W len- 
tion, the great poodneſs and wiſdom 'where- 
Wich our bleſſed Lord” and law-giver leads us 
through the various duties ef # chriſtiga life; 
let us take peculiar notice how amiably he pre- 
e dee ws 22 0 our more K of 
: When be has rated us bore + enden fre 
trzvial inſults and injuries, and prevailed on u 
to be calm and ſedate under ſthall provocations, 
and acts of opprefflons in matters of no mo- 
ment or importance, he then proceeds t: 
© guide us to perfection; he then ſets before ou 
þ a; the example of the Almighty bimſelf 
ſovereign Lord of the univerſe, and the 
ofigin of 5 being, or exiſtence for our pattern 
for our imitation. He places the God of : 
ecteated nature in the ſtrongeſt point of light 
with whom is all might, majeſty and domi 
nion ; and to whom no one can ſay, why do 
| thi6ii. exerciſe ſuch an unlimited bounty an 
| benevolence, even towards the thoft'ungrat: 
ful, the moſt obſtinate, and worſt of ſinners? 
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patter; 
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Let 
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Ts not this love immenſe is not this good- 
neſs beyond all conception ? how ought we to 
[aud and adore this our indulgent law-giver, 
who is the fountain df mercy, from whence all 
pity and compaſſion flows ; who not only bears 
with the moſt perverſe, 25 obdurate ſinners, 
but pours down his bleſſings upon them witn 
the moſt liberal hand, though. altogether unde- 
ſerving, with the tender and indulgent view. 
only of awakening them to repentance, and. 
preparing them for everlaſting happineſs. How. 
ſhould our ſouls be enflamed by ſo perfect a 
nttern | how induftrious ought we to be in 
following, as far as lies in our abilities, ſo di- 
vine, ſo ſhining an example |! 


Let us conſider with ourſelves, let OY 


Let us argue in the following manner. Shall 
he great Lord of life, the Creator, and all- 
jile Governor of the univerſe, thus exerciſe 
Wis goodneſs towards his offending creatures, 
whom we are an ungrateful part, in order 
Wo our amendment and regeneration. z- ſhall our 
reat Creator be thus indulgent ; who, not- 
thitanding he ſhould in his diſpleaſure totally 
troy us, could , raiſe out of the duſt of the 
arth, a more noble order of beings, to ag 
ich mate gratitude and obedience, and to 
P 3 | ſpeak 


J 
U 
| 

| 


| 


\( 


ne on this important leſſon of inſtruction. 


| us? how can we be eaſy, till we have ma 


13 The Dit OA of, 

| ſpeak forth his glory in a more exalted man- 
ner and ſhall not we, -poor ſinful, helplef 
creatures, who ſtand in need of indulgence 
2 forgiveneſs ourſelves, ſhew ſome pity and 
| on upon our offending fellow-crea- 
Fu ſhall we preſume to implore mercy and 
the remiſſion of ten thouſand talents, due tc 

that fountain of love and tenderneſs ; and ſhall 
not we make it our glory to imitate that di 
vine Being, by our cultivation of a gentle an 
* ſocial temper, and by ſhewing our readineſs tc 
* 2 our 3 brother his trivial debt 


5 awake AFR ASE ws, 0 
de haye convinced ourſelves, that we are actu 
ally poſſeſſed of ſuch divine frame of mind, b 
bur imploring, with the utmoſt fincerity an 
_ affection, all manner of bleflings on the ve 
man who imprecates the worſt of evils up 


feſted our good · will and loving-kindneſs to o 


Jello w- creatures, by aiding and afſiſting the 
in a day of diſtreſs, with the utmoſt: alaer 
vnd pleaſure, though they ſhould return 0 

- Tavours with | repeated acts of ingratitudg 
mough they ſhould treat us with contempt : 


\ TTY hos 
* I 


+ bier of Rois * | 


125 notwithſtanding the embity and ill-ha- 
ture of man ſhould ariſe to ſuch an height of 
enormity, as to deprive us of this tranſitory 
fe) yet let that glorious principle of divine 
loye be perfected in us; and tet our laſt 
breath, in imitation of our bleſſed Saviour, be 
ſpent in prayer, for the pardon and forgiveneſs | 
wen of thoſe who perfecute us with the moſt 
implacable malice, and in the warmeſt and 
moſt fervent ſupplication for their = Ong 
WIR 0 OS 
And in order that this cs! temper, this 
ſerene frame of mind, may be raiſed in us to 
the higheſt pitch, let us reflect with ourſelves, 
to what a dignity ſuch a conſtant and uniform 
diſpoſition will exalt us | we ſhall by that means 
be taken into the ſociety of the great ſovereign 
of the univerſe, the Lord of all; and admitted 
into the preſence of his deariy- beloved, and 
mly-begotten ſon, the Lord Jeſus Chriſt. We 
ſhall be acknowledged by him as his brethren, 
and, Nun, oy Under him, as oy ſons of 
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And 01 us not A ha a we 
ver attain to ſo high a dignity, ſo exalted a 
haracter, unleſs we make the amiable precepts 

5 ; | above 
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We find, by daily experience, that there 
is no man but what is pleaſed with another, 
who conforms to his cuſtom and manners; 
no man but what will careſs thoſe who are 
ready and willing to careſs him. What is 
there, however, in ſuch a procedure, that 
is any Ways uncommon, or indeed praiſe-wor- 
thy; what wonder is it, if we are pleaſed 
when we are humoured, and treated with a 
partial fondneſs ? where is the man that will 
not love his neighbour, who is ready anc 
willing to indulge him in all his capricious 


n lle. 5 


| However, if we would be ay . 
to live for ever; if we would be deſirous © 
acquiring the exalted title of a child of God 
we . muſt endeavour, to the utmoſt of ou 
power, to be like unto him in all our actions 
and be conducted by his ſhining example 
Truth, righteouſneſs, and holineſs muſt be tb 
rule of our lives ; and love and mercy mu 
be the overflowing of our boſoms; that ſo b 
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icent Creator in all:his'divine perfections, we 


may be perfect (that is to ſay, 
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The Txxr, according to St. MaTTHzw 
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Chaos? s — 50 im to edge 

Arus-GIYIxo. . 

ee: 

I Take heed that ye do not your al nto tf 
before men, to be ſeen of them 

' otherwiſe ye have no reward of youll Re n 

Father which is in Heaven. s righ 

ball be 


2 Thivefare, when thou doeſt aa alms 
do not ſound a trumpet before thee 


Tz. £089 


the BA Av TY of Hol IN E68. 7 
gogues, and in the ſtreets, that they 

may have glory of men. Verily 19 
unto you, they have their reward.” 


; But when thou dveſt ams, let not 


thy left-hand know what thy Te 
hand doeth : 


4 That thine aw may * in 4 and 
thy Father which ſeeth in ſecret, him- 
{elf ſhall reward thee openly. x. 


NI TEXTS to the four preced- | 9 
ing VERSES, h | 


* 


1 In any caſe thou ſhalt deliver him the 
pledge again when the ſun goeth down, that 
he may ſleep in his own raiment, and bleſs 
dee: and it ſhall be righteouſneſs, i. e. alms 
into thee-before the Lord thy God. 


Drur. XXIV." 13. 


He hath diſperſed, hath given to the poor ; 
is righteouſneſs endureth for ever; his hag 5 
ball be n 6 Wii 
ö PSALM exĩi. . 9 
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- 1» Wherefore, O King,; let my cqunſel be 2c 
veptible. unto thee, and break off thy ſins h) 
righeeauſneſs, and thine! iniquities by fhewing 
mercy to the poor; if it may be a . 


oh thy tranquicy-—Dax avi _ 


"As it is written, he hath perde abtoad 
he hath given to the poor; his righteouſnel 
xemaineth, for ever. Now he that miniſtre 
ſeed to the ſower, both miniſter bread for yo 
food, and multiply your ſeed ſown, and in 

2 the fruits of your righteouſneſs, 
| | Nee! ix. 9 1 


I, 2 


do it. 
jor by 
forfeit 


1 * „ 
* | L "= 


5 2 He — let him do it ohh fir 
err xi. *. 40 


Moſt men will prohim everyone tis 0 
grodnel—Puor, xx 6. : 


Come with eee 
Lord. —2 Kinds x. 16. 


And thou ſhalt be bleſſed ; for they cann 
recompenſe thee : for thou ſhalt be recon 
boa ape at the reſurroction of the juſt. 

Lokk xiv. ! 


Cam bl 


F * P o 44 


Come, ye bleſſed of my Father, Nen der 
0 | 


. 34. 


A familiar PaRATRRA8E of the four 


Em VERSES. a 


ae of ee e 


L the poor, take peculiar care that you 
do © mi a public and oſtentatious manner: 


therwxſe ariſe therefrom in the kingdom of 
caven : as all ſuch hypocrites moſt certainly 
lo, as are over ſolicitous, and too fond of popu< 
jar applauſe ; for they firſt make a+ procla- 
mation of their good intended works in thaſe 
places particularly as are of the greateſt reſort, 
ind then, but not before, diftribute their alms: 
ow, theſe, I ſay, have their ſufficient reward, 
ave all the ends of their ambition anſwered, 
W) thus ſounding their trumpet, and having 
Je ſecret ſatisfaction of being gazed at, and 
deeting with the applauſe of the mukitude 
Found about them, TEN 


3 But as for you, when „ee 
lowers, Whoſe views are of a ſuperior na- 
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or by ſuch a method of proceeding, you will 
forfeit all the benefit and advantage that would 
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3 ne, whoſe hopes are raiſed to a more "RG by. 


ly fate, let your acts of bounty and benefi. MW and 
cence, or, in other terms, your works of righ-M do 


tteouſneſs, be performed as ſecret as poſſible, M pro! 


without the leaſt 11 of empty pride and and 


oftentation. 1 
2 52 
4 And God — our e Father, othe 
who ſees your pious intentions, the inmoſti prob 
receſſes of your hearts, and perfectly approve we | 
of that frame and temper of mind, with which expe 
you diſcharge the duty incumbent on you] were 
namely, with an eye to his glory, and tha may, 
comfort and | refreſhment of your indigenf caſe 
fellow- creatures; God Almighty, I ſay, wh than 
ſees your good will, and approves your actions them 
will openly reward you before men and ange deeds 
in the. — 55 coma" th that i 
a N &« Le 
Occaſional Aire tiene on the fou i 5 
preceding VERSE S. is mu 
of thi 

Y The reader is deſired to N Wa in tl ar 
firſt place, that our bleſſed Saviour does n 5 4 
Abſolutely prohibit the doing out alms, or oth * 


| works before men, but- the doing the 
openly, out of pride and oſtentation, wit 
ſiniſter view, and ſecret buigag to be reve 
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by men, and applauded for chew Tha true 
and only: praiſe-worthy reaſons why we ſhould 
do good works are, that we may glorify. God, 
prove a friendly aid and aſſiſtance to our indigent 
and neceflitous brethren ; and above all, pro- 
mote our own future happineſs and ſalvation. 
If, however, we beſtow our alms, with no 
other view: than to gain the applauſe and ap- 
probation of ſuch ſtrangers as hover round ug, 
we cannot, with any”. juſt hopes of ſuoceſo, 
expect to receive a reward from God, as they 
were not dane with an eye to his glory. We 
may, indeed, give our alms before men, in 
caſe we do it with no other view, and deſign, 
than to excite others to glorify God, or tempt 
them to an imitation of our .praiſe-worthy 
deeds ;, for then we obey, in a proper manner, 
that injunRion of our bleſſed Sayiour; namely, 
Let your light ſo ſhine before men, that 
* they, ſeeing: your good works may glorify 
your, Father which is in Heaven.“ And it 
Is We to be feared, that the miſunderſtanding 
of this divine precept has prevailed. with divers 
"Wl 200d. chriſtians to. conceal their charity and 


and want of. knowledge, have deprived the 
n ef; 755 dea of their ren ban 


2 ä 


good works, and by that act of imprudence i 


"- 
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The reader is to.obſerve, in the next place, 
Wor dhece ab ſome copies of our ſacred text, 
wherein the injunction is thus expreſſed, 
Do not your righteouſneſs before men: 4 
and the reaſon is this; becauſe is 
one conſiderable branch of that righteouſneſs 
and juftice, which we owe to our indigent 
'. neighbours ; for uncharitableneſs is an act of 

injuſtice. We are to take peculiar care, how- 
ever; 'that the matter of our alms, that is to 
fay, that all our gifts, or free- will- offerings, 
are ſuch a part of our effects as are righteouſly, 
that is, honeſtly gotten, without fraud or de- 
ceit; for to give alms out of what we have 
| Piveured by any acts of violence or injuſtice, 
is robbery, and not righteouſneſs. And laſtly, 
we ate to obſerye, that, in order to prevent 
the fin and danger of a pharifaicat oftentatio 


20d vain-glory, 
bis diſciples, nit to let their left hands know 
<<" what their right hands do,” that is, i 
other terms, to conceal from the world, : 
much As poſſible, thoſe acts of bounty and 
"benevolence, which we think proper "oj confe 
on our neceffitots neighbours; becauſe ſuc 
ſecrecy is a kind of teſtimony of our intentions 
Aud the Egyptians, we find; in their Hierc 


lyphic 
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„our blefſed Saviour here exhorts 


moſt 
paſſ⸗ 
than 
ſolut 
form 
comt 
cure 


of all 


heart 
conce 
the ſr 
with 
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olyphics,, repreſent charity by a. 19280 youth, 
3 out honey de | PW TAE 


TUBS, | | 1 a4) M „ i Riyal 
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Ng ee cr 
What is it, "i our bleſſed Saviour, and 
moſt indulgent law-giver, in this particular 
paſſage, requires of us ? Why, nothing more, 
than ſuch a frame and temper of mind as is ab- 
ſolutely neceſſary, not only for our due per- 
formance of thoſe divine precepts which he re- 
commends to our practice, but for our pro- 
curement likewiſe of his Father's approbation 
"Wl of all our actions, from whom no ſecret of the 
beart, no deſire of the ſoul; can poſſibly be 
concealed: and, unleſs our regard to him is 
the ſpring of all our good works, how gan we, 
vith any juſt grounds, expect his countenance 
or fayour !? can our moral actions be conſtant 
and uniform in any degree at all, unleſs we are bl 
villing to teſtify, at all times, keg obedi- 
ence to that God, who 1 18 conſtantly and inva- "i | 
nably ingulgent to all thoſe who incerely. loye 
tim? our Actions will ever be ſuc > a3 the mo- mo- 
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Ir the's applatiſe of men induces us to perform 
e to-day; the ſame ap- 
plauſe will tempt us to the commiſſion of ſome 
' blame-worthy action to-morrow. But if we 
-ardently defire to be as like to our great Cre- 
tor, as poſſibly we can ; if all our aim and 
ambition is to gain the approbation of that 
God, with whom there is not the leaſt ſhadow 
of change from the eternal laws of righte- 
 oulneſs and truth; then we ourſelves ſhall ne 
ver change, but. be univerſally juſt and good 
und no ways liable to be perverted by an 
Wy N how — _ 


Let us trenſure by the this ken 
tba in our dreadls.” Letit be our firſt thought 
| when we awake in the morying, the fir 

queſtion we aft ourſelves, how, or by wha 
means, thall we gain the approbation of th 

Almighty? and which way ſhall we procu 
his favour and moſt gracious alfiftance le 
every, ation of our lives be performed wit 
fuch a precaution, as will demonſtrate, th: 
we have a Hyely ſenſe of its being naked an 
open to his all-ſceing eye. And let that | 
"the foundation from whence it flows. Tf we t 
. thus watchful and circumſpect i in our con 

r | 
tria 
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trial, ard urig ane be our excceding 
great reward. | ae OJ dee ts 


s 10 $1 = 258 


e 2 Our 258 gracigus and 
bountiful law-giver has been pleaſed to menti- 
on fuch particular caſes, wherein lies the gr 
elt danger of aur being perverted by — 


careful, and more on our guard than 


to point out to us, leaſt the applauſe of man 
ſhould prove the unhappy: means of depri 
us of the Almighty's 5 and appro- 
bation, of our actions. 2: vera Ar 


And foraſmuch as there is ME 
to ſtrike the human mind than a — 
regard for the ſorrows and afflictions of our 
fellow oreatures; and, by conſequence, | 
is great danger of our being too deeply affected 


principal, if not the only mative to our bounty 
and ce; how thankful ought we to . 


to our bleſſec Lord and Saviour Jefus ChtiR, 


c they ought; that is tu ſay,” that they, ſee- 


944 Fg 


and worldly allurements, let us be cn 
in all fach inſtances — — . 


by the applauſe of men; and making that the 


who has ſo diſtinctiy pointed out our duty to 
us, that our good works may'ſhine before men 


* them, may glenſy their Father ho in in 


4 angels, wy vs himſelf be our Brent reward 
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ee then, I fay, againſt the 
approaches to popular applauſe, let not ou 


left hands know what our right perform: bull 1 
| as all our hopes are centered in the favour and ſh 
| approbation of our God; ſo let our acts oi wW. 

pity and compaſſion for the diſtreſs of of wi 

neighbours: have no other witneſs than Goc op 

alone; that ſo our faith and ſincerity may b. 

piochimed at the laſt day before men an 7 Bu 
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CHAP. Vi ver. 5, 6, 78, to 11 
6 _ incluſive. 1 


lo + # A 15 1 4. 6 


ye | 
Aft 
Ou 


c H RIST'S ed Precepts with . 
| low 


N eee to PRAYER. 


5 And 88 2 prayeſt, * 55 noſe II 
| as the hypocrites are: for they loi don 
Ks to pray ſtanding in the ſynagogues, an Gi 
an the corners of the ſtreets, that t he 
may be ſeen of men. Verily I ſay un : An 
to you, they have their reward,” Þ give 
" "9D ©» 


* 


99.4 


rn 
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6 But thou, when thou prayeſt, enter 
into thy cloſer, and when thou haſt 
ſhut chy door, pray to thy Father 
which is in ſecret, and thy Father 
which oth. in ſecret, ſhall reward * 

| But when ye y. 4 
titions as ye pry, uk do: for they 
think — e eee 0 


ſpeaking. i 
Be not ye therefore 2 unto 5 : 
for your Father knoweth what things 
ye have need of before ye. aſk him. 


After this manner therefore pray ye: 


A Our Father which es hab 
lowed be thy name. I oi 


o Thy kingdom come. nen 
done in earth at it is in Heaven. | 


! Give us this dayour daily bread; ' 


9 * ra 


: And ongive us aur be as we for 
n E Arq ee 
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13 And lead us not into temptation, b 
deliver us from evil: for thine is the 


„ kingdom, che power, and: Wo > glory 
for ever. * ? 


g' 
14 F or, * ye forgive men * tel Th 
| paſſes, your heavenly F ather will a 

ee Th 

45, But if ye 3 not men A the t treſſ krone 
Paſſes, neither will your F * forgiy 

| ; your trelpaticy, EM Wale 01 

| name 
tn Tzxrs to | th eder 

pteceding VE ASE. Hol 


5, 6 He (chat is, Eliſha) went. in, an 
wal the door upon them twain, boa ag 
unto the Lord, —2 KINOS iv. 33. 


dd Make not much babling, AY 
prayeſt. Ecerxsiasricus Vit 14. 


8 They called on;the- name of Baal fro 
morning even until noon, ſaying, O Ba: 
| hear us.—And it came to paſs, when mid- died it 

was paſt, and they propheſied until the ti 
of 7 he * of the evening ſacrifice, 
n 81 the 


. 
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there was neither voice, nor "np to anſwer, 
nor * that 1 wor that ow 
SY KinGs xviii. 26, 29. 


9 The Lor 8 prayer —LukR xi. 2, &c. 


i 


PSALM xi. 4. 


Thus faith the 2 che 3 is my 
throne, and the earth is my footſtool. 
Is alan Ixvi. 1. 


0 Lat our Lord, how excellent is by 
name in all the earth, —PsALM \ viii. 1. 21 


Holy and reverend is his name. 3 
17 0 Fearn cxi. 9. 


All thy ale ſhall 9000 thee, 0 Lonk 
nd thy ſaints ſhall bleſs thee. They ſhall 
peak of the glory of thy kingdom, and talk 
oe mn Nee cxlv. 10, 11, and 

55 Ps ALM cxlviii, throughout. 


Father, glorify thy name. Then came there 
voice from Heaven, ſaying, Fhave both 'glo- 
q hed it, and will glorify It Wr 
i | Joun xii. 28. 
t 


he 


'0 
47 


Holy, 


The Lord's throne i is in Heaven. 1 


#6 Te DVV Onaron; o, 
* Holy; holy, holy, is the Lprd of hoſt, the 


ww . is Hull of. his glory. ſtre 
! | alan vi. 3 ing 
Sanctify the Lord of hoſts nimſelf, and let — 
him be your e. and let him be your dread. 
Wo T8AIAn viii. 131 1 
10, 11 ; And it ſhall come to paſs.in te 1 
days, that the mountain of the Lord's hu C 
ſhall be eſtabliſhed in the top of the mountains me 
and ſhall be exalted above the hills; and a | 
nations ſhall! low unto it. And many peopſi _ 
ſhall go and lay: Come ye, and let us go uf E 
to the mountain of the 2 to the houſe q with 
the God of Jacob, and he will teach us of h 1 
ways, and we will walk in his paths; for o f 
of Zion ſhall go forth the law, and the wo The 
of the e ene e ii. 2, viy 7 
re e e T 
from we, eee thy will be done. ing, 


MA r. xxvi. 4 


Wann ] . A 
pw yl we: eaſed, ſaying ; the wil: of came 
IE Cn „% is, 


Ble 


} 
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Bleſs the Lord, ye his angels, that excel in 
ſtrength, that do his commandments, hearken- 
ing unto the voice of his word. Bleſs ye the 
Lord, all ye his hoſts, ye miniſters of in my 
do his pleaſure, —PoatMe cli. 20, 217. 


I has rage the Ss '« his mouth 


more I wy a food. Jon xxiii. 12. 


Give, we nition poverry4. non cd feed 


me with ane me. 


af wget e A 
Haring food 0 raiment, let us by there- 


with content. — 1 TIXI. vi, 8. 


The bread of God i is He which pete, 48 


from Heaven, and giveth liſe unto the world. 
Then ſaid they unto him, Lord, evermore 


give us this bread.— Joux Vi. 33. 34. 


They gathered it (i e. Manna) every n morn- 
ing, * man according to his eating. i 
ExoD. xvi. 21. 


They, made ready the preſent againſt Joſeph 
came at noon; for they heard that they ſhould 


eat bread there—ſet on bread. He took and 


ſent meſſes unto them from before him. 
SEN ESIS xlill, 25, 31, 34. 
R 12 There 


152 The Drvin® OIAAToR; c, 


12 There is forgiveneſs with thee, een 
maßen anne anne exxx. * off! 


1, eren I, am he that blotteth out thy trand. I bea 
greſfions for mine own ſake, and will not re- T 
member thy. fins.—ISAIAH xlitl. 25+ | 


Take heed. to yourſelves. of thy brother Be 

' erefoule againſt thee, rebuke him; and if he 

treſpaſs againſt: thee ſeven times in a day, and 

ſeven times in à day turn again to thee, ſaying, 
I repent ; thou ſhalt forgive him. 

LuKE xvii. 3, 4. 


"Then came 8 to n and ſaid; Lord, 
how oft ſhall my brother ſin againſt me, and! 
forgive him? till ſev@ times? Jeſus faith unte 
him, I ſay not unto thee, until ſeven” times: 
"but until uy times ſeven. 
wo) Mart. xvili, 21, 22 


tienc 
temp 
worle 


Ty 
art ex 


14 
from 1 
In rei 
burt tl 


13 Watch and pray, chat ye enter not int lins al, 


RR ie och xxvi. 41. 


I pray not that thou ſhouldeſt take them ou 
of the world, but chat thou ſhouldeſt keep 
them from the evil.—Jonx xvii. 15. 


Ane 
ave © 
rhich 
There hath no temptation _ you, bu ene 


ee as is common to man: but God is faith 
| fy 


oe Burr of YoLiw2g6, 17 


ful, who will not ſuffer you to be e, 
above that ye are able; but will with the temp- 
tation alſo, make a, way to eſcape, that ye * . 
be able to bear it.—1 Cox. CF" i 


The Lofd Lnowerk Ho, to deliver the en 7 
out ot temptations.—2 Per. it. 9. 


Becauſe thou haſt kept the . 89 my pa- 

tience, L alſo will keep thee from the hour of 

MW icoptation'; which ſhall come upon all the 
| world, to try them that dwell upon the earth. 

RVE. ini. 10. 


Thine i is the FEY O Lord, ang Hou 
. Saales! as head above all. 
3 Canox. xxix. 11. 
14 He hs e ſhall find vengeance 
from the Lord, and he will ſurely keep his ſins 
2Min remembrance.” Forgive thy neighbour the 
hurt that he hath done nth ſo ſhall thy 
ns alſo be PR when thou prayeſt, &c. 
 EccugsrasTICus Wil. 1. 


And when ye ye ſtand, praying, forgive, if ye 
we ought againſt any: that your father alſo 
rhich is in Heaven may forgive you your treſ< 


Wen x1. 25». 1 Te ay 
Ra Ze 


th „ 


al Tie" a ROOT 4 155 1 » 


ode one another, even as God 2 Chrif 
Take hath forgiven you. — Erf. iv. 32. +0 wha 


Forbearing one another, and forgiving one 6 
another, if any. man have a quarrel againſt 
any even ye n Foe ave rx ſo alſo do ye. 

* Co. iii. 13. 


9 5 $ wei ſhall my heavenly Father do 
alſo unto. you, if ye from your hearts . forgive 
Hay every one his brother their treſpaſſes. 

| MATT. xvili. 35 


1 Y 4 TW 7 * 1 


1 He ſhall have judges withou mercy \ that 


£ bath ſhewed no mercy; and mercy 5 = 
— — — ii. Ae your 
wo ho 


A na Pra on ad br x ah ele P*titi 
us, ven ins, Mist. 


1 40 A 1 N, indo: you put up ae pet 
tions to the Almighty, you ſhall no 
imitate thoſe hypocritical phariſees, who per 
form their private acts of devotion in ſuch place 
as are moſt public; that they may be looke 
upon as perſons of unaffected piety and fandti q 
of manners; but be affured, that as their prin fituati 
cipal 
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cipul, if not ſole aim, is to procure the applauſe 
of men, that empty and menen 


their only reward. G ct! 


6 But when you are diſpoſed to make your 


addreſſes to the throne of grace, withdraw to 
ſome commodiaus private place; and there offer 
up your ſupplications to the Almighty, who is 
inviſible ; and the Almighty, notwithſtanding WW 


be is inviſible, ſees and approves your devout 
Ind pious frame of mind, and will openly re- 


ward you, and crown gon petitions. wich the 


deſired ſucceſs. 


b 7 Let me, Mat. give you this 22 pre- 
caution: be not guilty of vain repetitions in 
your prayers, as the Gentiles generally are; 


who are fo thoughtleſs, as to imagrne, that their 


petitians will be anſwered. the ſooner. for their 


uſe of a multiplicity of needleſs; words; fines 


it is the inward frame and temper of mind only, 
that God Almighty ſhews any regard to, and 
for the ſincerity, whereof he bleſies you, and 


pines yolk you woquaſte, 43” 434 


8 Nor does he, doubtleſs, whe: is perſcAty 
acquainted with your wants before you mention 
them, need to be infarmad of the N! 


ituation of your affairs. | 
" | 5 72 3 : 9 Let 


is The Divinz OIAATOEK I ef, 
9 Let your prayers therefore be 'compoſed 
after the following ſhort, but very comprehen- 
five form. „ nd OT 


* Almighty God, the creator and gover- 
% nor of all things, and moſt bountiful bene- I « th 
c factor to thoſe who fear and obey thee: „ o 
c grant, that all reaſonable creatures, who Wl « m 
& are capable of underſtanding the greatneſs W « pe 
c and glory of thy attributes, may unfeignedly MW « {1 
„ admire and adore thee; and expreſs their W « bl 

« yeneration and praiſes of thee, in ways moſt | 
<« ſuitable to the condition of their nature, and 11 
<« the diſcoveries of thy will.“ | « th 


10 Grant that all mankind may come to « fu 
5 the knowledge and belief of thy true reli- « fo 


As this ſhort collect, or form of prayer, 
commoly called the Lord's prayer, is the beſt, 12 
moſt perfect, and comprehenſive one, that ever « pi 
; was compoſed ; and propoſed by our bleſſed Sari- I u c 
our himielf as the ſtandard and pattern of all fu- 1 
ture addreſſes to the divine majeſty; fo we hare al 
thought proper to oblige our readers with the late © by 
reverend Dr. Clarke's moſt excellent and judici- 
ous paraphraſe of it, rather than to make an at- 
| temptof our own, which, we are highly conſcious 
| to ourſelves, would, after all our bcft endeavours 
all extremely ſhort of chat juſtly admired" per 
"Ig formance. 1 HERNE AS e en 
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extended over all the earth, and the eternal 
« laws of godlineſs, 1 righteouſneſs, charity, 
« and ſobriety be eſtabliſhed through the 


« this thy true religion, may live in perfect 
« obedience to the laws thereof; and that 


men, as the infirmities of their nature will 
« permit, may obey thee with proportionable 
« ſincerity and n HON the Ne 3 
(6 W in Heaven.“ ä Ai | 


11 * Beſtow upon us every 44% n 
« the remaining part of our lives, as many of 
« the things of this preſent world as may be 
« ſufficient for our neceſſary ſubſiſtence, and 
for the uſeful . innocent oonveniencies * | 
n Trin * | 


1 


12 * Forgive e i eibbeld thy 
« puniſhments which we have thereby de- 
* ſerved ; in like manner as we freely forgive 
« all thoſe injuries and offences, which have 
* Mane, deen done to n 


13 #Take from in the e 
« of temptations, or elſe deliver us from the 
« power of them: that we may not be moved; 
* . ee the — . of riches, ho- 


“ nours, 


* 
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«gion: that the kingdom of Chriſt may be 


« whole world. Grant that all, who profeſs' _ 
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4 ours, or pleaſure; or with the fear of want, 
ec diſgrace, or pain; to do any thing know- 
<« ingly contrary to thy will. And deliver us 
6 from ali the evils and calamities, which 
< either the malice of the devil, or the wick- 
« edneſs or misfortunes of the world, might 
* bring upon us: theſe petitions we offer up 
& unto thee, O God; knowing that thou canſt, 
and truſting in thy mercy, that thou wilt do 
“ for us more than we can deſire or deſerve; 
& who art infinite in power, glory and ma- 
ce jeſty from everlaſting to everlaſting, Amen, 
i. e. ſo be it as we have prayed for.” 


14 Thus have I given you a plain and com- 
prehenſive form of prayer, to guide you in 

ur addreſſes to the divine majeſty, But what 
por a have you particularly attend to, is, 
that you pray for forgiveneſs upon your ſincere 
and folemn promiſe,” that you will forgive thoſe 
injuries and infults, that you may 5 meet 
5 wy from you . pl | 


1 15 Be wy careful, pa 4 penn ar 
| the habits of benevolence, and forgiveneſs ; 
for you may depend upon it, that the Almighty 
will not, for any entreaties or prayers you. are 
capable of making, forgive you your treſpaſlcs, 
e — which. t! 
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commit againſt vou: if, however, you ds ſin- 
cerely, and from your heart, without the leaſt 
hypocriſy or reſerve, forgive men their offences; 
then you may be aſſured, that God Almighty 
will paſs by, and forgive you infinitely more 
heinous offences againſt himſelf.” 7 


— * 
x, 4 N 1 7 7 
hs * . 


Occaſional RrrIEZOTIOVS on the 


eleven preceding VERSE. 

In the fifth and ſixth verſes of our Text, 

our bleſſed Saviour warns his diſciples againſt 

the ſame phariſaical hypocriſy, pride, and 

oſtentation in praying, as he had before 
cenſured and reproved in regard to alms- giving. 

It was lawful to pray in the * ſynagogues, and 


| ; . 
» * 9 » > 7 FL z * 1 * 4 * „ 0 if 
LS # 1 : # ; 4 . ts 4 g 
"4 - = Ss S * 
* Az it was lawful to pray in the ſynago 


ſanding, and that too before men, as we have 
2 — we hope 8 aceount of 
the Jewiſſi ſyna es may be thought noimproper, 
but rather — intruRive Aww. g ' *a ene 
Synagogue, according to the general acceptation 
of the term, means no more than'a congregation, 
or an aſſembly, conſiſting of a great number of 
perſons met together for the diſpatch of ſome pub- 
lic affair of weight and importance. Thus St. 
John, in his Revelations, calls the falſe, hypocri- 
tical profeſſors in Smyrna' and Philadelphia, the 
ſynagogue of Satan: but for the moſt * 
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to pray ſtanding, and that too before men 
but to do this with an. artful n view, 


| on) 
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the term fes. meant the plow wherethe 
Jews aſſembled far the performance of their di- 
vine ſervice, or religi ous worſhip ;. as praying, 
reading, and hearin ick holy books, and other 
| _— ions. It is 1 mentioned in the 
ay nad: in the acts of e ir fifoce 
- oy . and *S apoſtles it a common 
practice to preach in e, „The 
origin of theſe ſynagogues is not well known; 
ſame will have them to be as antient as the cere- 
monial law, It cannot be denied, ſay they, that 
che Jews did worſtiip God publi every ſab. 
| ies ny «qo — occaſions, even When 
nei nor cou up to e 
it is therefore highly probable, 1 were 
ſome convenient p yg ap) ointed for that purpoſe. 
Onthe con rned men have thought 
them a later i itution. Dr. Prideaux affirms, 
that the Jews had os 975 gue before the Baby- 
qu — th — — 
ys he, e aw: unto 
[> oma where there was no book. of the law i 
to-be read, there certaial was no ſy „ But 
how rare the book of the law — 
all Judea, before the Babyloniſh captivity, many 
— of ſcripture. inform us. When Jehoſhaphat 
| teachers through all Judes, 10 Infrnſ.6 7 | 
57 in the law 1 God, they carried a, boo 
2 law with them, (2 Chron. xvii. Jae 
ey needed not to have done, if there had 
n ase wet 
they | went; which certainly there would ha · e z.) 
been, con 
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only to gain popular applauſe, is here con- 
demned by our bleſſed Saviour, 25 a moſt wieked 


and 


-Fpcen, had there been an 114 -ſynagogu es in them; ; 
and aer Hilkiah found the N in the t temple, 
(2 Ki ings xXii, 8.) their behaviour on that oceafion - 
© Wufficiently 7459 that 1 4 never ſeenit before, | 
"ich could not be, had there beenany other 0 
f it to be found among the people, And, if t 
ere no copies of the law at that time among 
zem, there could then ja moſt certainly) be no y- 
ag0gues to reſort to, for the h bearing it read to 
hem. FO whence he contlades.” that there 


uld be 0 the Wl after 
be Babylon; e . * 2 


cap EVI: | 
As to 1j lxxiv.g, „ Th 
' all the fyn | 


it 
, Where the people 
6 9 a Gat but e 
at theſe places were ſynagogues; an is 
dot one ik pl the antient 14 5 — excepting that of 
:quila, that ſo renders this Pilar. Thoſe that 
ved at a diſtance from the temple, or from the 

e before the temple was built, 

to reſort 7 

in which 


heir 
alled k 
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and abominable, practice. Our whole buſineſ 
in prayer lies with God only ; 1 we are not tt 


"ut : © "+ BHNCer 
the original, 4 nd he continued all night i in 
roſeuche of God.“ 
"Free proſeuches differed from ſynagogues i in ſe 
ec in che proſeuche, every on 
521 apart for himſelf, as in the temple ; ti 
dings were open courts, that had no covering 
"and they were built without the cities, in tf 


felds; Whereas, the 15 gogue was a public ed T 
| " fice, generally ſituated within the city, in an ele he 
7 lace; 81 for the moſt part covered and 
th che midft of the ſynagogue was a delgſWan 
12 Wpülpit, u which the 5 or roll of Thu 
law was re There, likewiſe, the perſon ſtoothoſe 
; who intended to harangue the people. At thW{paſſi: 
" bigheſt part of the ſynagogue, or IK A the ea An 
or over againſt the 3 which was always to tHnvite 
"welt, as much as poſſible, was the cheſt, or preſ{iſcoi 
_ wherein the book, or. roll of the law or pr 4, 1 
"wrapped up in a ine "embroidered cloth, TW Th 
. women were there diſtinct from the men, ae c. 
"ſeated in a gallery, encloſed with Jattices, ſo there 
they puta e an hear, but not be ſeen. built, 
ſynagogue bad its chief, Or, perhaps, W*en r 
vo FX. officers, more or leſs, accordiſ lat it 
"os . circumſtances of places. There was off fiſting 
called Chazan, who apppointed and chanted Mays t 
; prayers; - there was another that kept the keys, And L. 
Was à kind of church: warden, whom they cal iſters 
**Sciamus, or fervant. | Py _ 


The ruler of the f. 82g (Lake Mü. th. 
1 in the n , and in judicial a wb, 
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concern ourſelves whether men are pleaſed 


for us, and all we ought to aim at, if our 
petitions be but ſincere; if they are accept- 
able in the fight of God, and meet with his 

1 ab 8 | favour | 


u that were ſometimes there decided againſt thoſe 
ol who had given any ſcandal, or tranſgreſſed the law 
th in any important point. 


the ſynagogue whom they judged capable of it, 
and offered that honour to ſtrangers, if there were 
eleny that ſeemed to have the gift of ſpeaking. 

Thus our bleſſed Saviour himſelf often ſpoke in 
ow AD (Luke iv. 16. Matt. ix. 35. and 
paſſim. 92 | 

And St. Paul being at Antioch, in Piſidia, was 
nvited by the rulers of the ſynagogue to make a 
liſcourſe to them for their edification. Acts xiii. 


7 IC, aw. 4 \ 5 
W The Jewiſh authors give this general rule for 
he conſtruction of Synagogues, that wherever 
here are ten batelnim, a F ought to be 
built, The ſignification of the term batelnim has 
een much controverted. Buxtorf is of opinion, 
hat it means perſons receiving a ſtipend for dul 
ſiſting at divine ſervice; that there may be al. 
3 ten perſons, at leaſt, to aſſemble together # 
nd Lightfoot imagines them to have been mi- 
iſters and officers of the ſynagogue. It is affirmed, 
hat in the city of Jeruſalem alone, there were no 
ſs than four hundred and fixty, or even four 
WQdred and eighty fynagogues. 8 


with our performances or not; it is ſufficient 


The ſame preſidents invited thoſe to ſpeak in 


Every = 
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favour and approbation. Our bleſſed Saviour, 
in order to dĩſſuade us from being 'vain-glo- 
rious, directs us to the practice of ſeeret or 
private prayet, to withdraw into our cloſets, 
where God Almighty is the only witneſs of 
our acts of devotion, and, according to the 
ſincerity of our hearts, will bleſs and reward 


As in theſe two verſes a vain· glorious oſten- 
tation in prayer is cenſured by our Saviour, 
. ſo in the ſeventh and eighth verſes a vain · glo- 
rious multiplicity of words, by idle tautologies 
and impertinent repetitions, is equally con- 
demned. Tg 5 


4 1 5 4 : 7 

The true chriſtian is to conſider, that his 
buſineſs in prayer is not to inform the Al- 
mighty ; for he knoweth what things we need 
before we aſk him; nor yet to move and per- 
ſuade him; for he is our indulgent Father 


Every trading ag had one of their own, A 

; hat ſtrangers built ſome for thoſe of thi, „ 
| nation. Hence it is, that (Acts vi. g.) wel] 8 
find the ſynagogues of the Libertines, Cyrenians, the -« 
Alexandrians, Cilicians, and Aſiatics, appointed conti 


for ſuch of the inhabitants of thoſe cities, or of bleff 
| thoſe nations, or perſuaſions, as ſhould at an $ 
dime reſide at Jeruſalem, — - 


1 
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it argues therefore, doubtleſs, an undue ap- 
prehenſion of God, when we extend our 
prayers to a needleſs length. He is here how- 
ever to obſerve, that it is not all repetition of the 
ſame words in prayer, which Jeſus Chriſt, our 
all-wiſe law-giver, in this place reproves and 
condemns: for he himſelf prayed thrice, uſing 
the {ſame words, that the cup. might paſss 
from him; neither is the chriſtian to appre- 
hend, that prayers, though ſometimes, and 
upon ſome particular occaſions, continued to 
Aa conſiderable length, are, by this divine pre- 
"i cept, {abſolutely prohibited by -- chriſt; for 
 Soloman's prayer, recorded in the eighth chap- Þ 
er of e bock of u on 1 


s Our bleſſed Saviour kin we are e told, 
- continued in prayer all night; and the church, 
ag in the twelfth chapter of the Acts of the 
* Apoſtles, made Prayers, without intermiſſion, 
bor St. Peter's enlargement, A ae 


And moreover, we read of St. Pat's pray= 
ing night and day, and of his commanding . 
the .chriſtians to be inſtant in prayer, and to 
Continue in prayer. But the prayers which our 
OY bleſſed Saviour here condemns are thoſe which 


are > out upon a vain and idle notion, 
8 2 that 
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that we ſhall be heard for our much ſpeaking, 
or can influence, and move the Almighty by 
any arguments that we can urge, whilſt we 
eontinue in our ir treſpaiies and n 40 


FB, or the prevention of theſe; and all other 
deft or ' faults in our prayers, our bleſſed 

Saviour, in the ninth and ſubſequent verſes of 
the text, has given us a compleat form of 
Prayer, and an exact pattern for the imitation 
of all his diſciples in general. In our evan- 
geliſt, indeed, it is ſaid, ** After this manner 
« pray ye; dut St. Luke the evangeliſt, ex- 
preſſes himſelf thus, When. ye pray, ſay, 
<< 'our Father,” &c. Concerning this divine and 
moſt excellent prayer, we may obſerve, inthe 


| - firſt place, that this, which is here recorded, 


was not delivered at the ſame time with that 
recorded by St. Luke; but a conſiderable time 
before it. For this being a part of the ſermon 
on the mount, was delivered in the year of our 
Lord thirty-one,; but that in St. Luke, in the 
beginning of the thirty-third year, which 
accounts for the little variation between them. 
The diſciples do not ſeem to have underſtood 
that their maſter deſigned it for a form, but 
only for a pattern of prayer, and as ſome gene- 
ral heads, to which they were to reduce their 

petitions 


8 f. 1 


n ee 
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ies It is thereſore ſaid in St. Luke, 


that our bleſſed Lord, having been at prayer 
with his diſciples, one af them ſaid, Lord, 
« teach us to pray as John taught his diſ- 
<« ciples; whereupon our bleſſed Lord gives 
them the/form. there ſet down, When ye 
pray, ſay our Father, &c, He does not | 
forbid them eee but dere 1 
them Ow this. ö | 


u 8 e eee i 
Dr. Lightfoot, and divers of our moſt eminent 
divines, obſerve, that this prayer, excepting | 
only the following worde, as we forgive 
« them that treſpaſs againſt us, is to be met 
with in the Jewiſh liturgies, or forms of pray- 
er. „Our Father which art in Heaven,” is 
in their Seder Tephilloth, as they call their 
form of prayer. Let thy great name bo 
« lancified, and thy kingdom reign,” is to be 
found in their Kaddiſn. Let thy memory 
be glorified in Heaven above, and in earth 
06 — is in their Seder Tephilloth 
above - mentioned. Theſe words, forgive. us 
our fins,” are inſerted in the faxth of their 
eighteen daily prayer. Deliver us not into 
«. the hand of temptations, | and deliver us 
from the evil figment,” are not only in that, 
S 3 1 but: | 


. 


. * * * * 
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but in their book called Mufar. For thine 
is the e and the kingdom for ever and 
e ever,” is, according to an. * 
. uſual formof doxology. Te 


"Thirdly, we may ane 4 eaſy it 
would have been for our bleſſed Lord we 6 
compoſed a prayer conſiſting entirely of. new 
matter; but it is plain, he did not affect 
novelty, nor diſapprove of the uſe of ſorms of 
prayer; for if he had, we may reaſonably ſup- 
poſe he would, on this occaſion, have told his 
diſeiples as much. So far, however, was he 
from doing this, that when he was hanging 
on the eroſs, he made uſe of forms extracted 
from the book of pſalms. Some are of opi- 
nion, that he uſed a great part of the twenty - ſe- 
cond pſalm; but that he did of the firſt verſe 
is recorded by St. Mark in the fifteenth chapter 
and the thirty-fourth verſe ; . my God, my 
„ God, why haſt thou . forſaken mel“ 
Another prayer our bleſſed Saviour uſed, when 
he gave up the ghoſt, was taken out ef the 
thirty firſt pſalm, and recorded by St. Luke, 
in the forty-ſixth verſe of his ewenty-third 


| bend; ; namely, ' into ay hands I com- 


% * 
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And laſtly, had our bleſſed Lord intended, 
that his diſciples ſhould have uſed this prayer 
only, till they were endued with power from on 
high, by their reception of the miraculous gifts 
of the holy Ghoſt, it is highly probable, that 


he would have told them ſo ; and that they 
would have told their followers as much. 


As to the two laſt verſes, in regard to for- 
giveneſs, our bleſſed Saviour repeats that duty 
over and over; and frequently inculcates it 
(as there is no duty to which our corrupt na- 
tures are more backward) in the holy goſpels : 
and there he aſſures us, that forgiving others 


is an indiſpenſable duty on which we are to 
expect the remiſſion of our ſins from God. 


From whence we may learn, that every y 
time we make our addreſſes to God in prayer, 
and beg forgiveneſs of him as we forgive 
others; if we do not forgive them heartily 
and ſincerely, fully and freely, chearfully and © 
with a willing heart, we only fly in the face © 
of the Almighty, and our prayers are no better 
10 than a kind of imprecation of his vengeance 


-en our own heads. 
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= theſe divine admonitions, theſe ii impor- 
tant precautions of our bleſſed Saviour, let us 
+ be conſtantly on our guard; and when we are 
inclined to make our addreſſes to the throne of 
grace, Jet us withdraw to ſome ſecret place, 
left we ſhould be turned aſide from the due diſ- 
charge of our duty by any worldly allurement 
whatſoever ; leſt vain-glory, hypocriſy, and 
the mean ambition of meeting with applauſe 
from men ſhould creep into our acts of devotion, 
and render them fruitleſs and ineffectual. 
Let us conſider, that it is the great God of 
Heaven and earth that we are making our ad- 
dreſſes to; that he is no ways to be blinded by 
any artful methods of delufion ; that his all- 
ſeeing eye beholds, in the cleareſt light, our 
inmoſt thoughts and affections; and according 

to the ſincerity or impurity of our hearts, he 
will either reward or puniſh us. 
collect, that, as he has endued us with rea- 

ſan, ſo he will expect a reaſonable ſervice from 
us. The ſervice of the lips, if our devotion 


be infincere, is; in fact, no better than ſound- 
ing braſs, or a tinkling cymbal, Such deceit- 


ful, baſe, and hypocritical ſupplications, in 2 
word, will be accounted no lefs a crime, than 
making a mock of the ſupreme Being ; 


Let us re- 


at our — to the may meet 
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and the great governor of the univerſe, inſtead 
of anſwering ſuch mean. deſires, will reſent the 
affront, and with the ins: ary nn 1 
accordingly, Ws. 


Let this —— Gbr r our 
pleſſed Saviour, this warm exhortation to truth _ 
and ſincerity, in all our addreſſes to the divine 
Majeſty, be ever before our eyes; in order 
that the words of our mouths may prove faith-- 
ful images of the thoughts of our hearts; and 
true, though but very faint 3 of 
our inward frame and temper of mind. And, 
in order to the preſervation of an habitual awe 
and reverence of our great Creator, and moſt 
bountiful benefactor, let our ſupplications be 
frequent, our words well- ordered, but very | 
few, and reſpectful; and, whilſt - our bodies 
ae laid proſtrate before the great Lord of the 
univerſe, let our hearts, with the loweſt humi- 
lity, be perfectly reſigned to his good - will and 
leaſure, - Let us not preſume to hope for his 
avour and approbation, but in that way which - 

e has appointed us to purſue, It is ſineerity 
f heart and ſanctity of manners that muſt 
commend our prayers to his acceptance. 


Let us liſten fill further to the rules pre- 
ribed us by our divine law-giver, in order 


3 


paſſes and ling, in regard to Gd, will in 2 


a 4 


ag2 The 'Drvin® ORA TR; ot, 


with a favourable reception, and be crowned M 
with ſucceſs; let us conſider that, as we are po! 
Krall mortals, and as ſueh, engaged daily, MW in; 
more or leſs, in human affairs, we ſtand ex- wh 
_ the offering of. inſults, and doing acts I ma 

of injuſtice to . others, as well as receiving wit 
like injuries and affronts ſrem chem. And fru 
from thence ,we may reaſonably | conclude, 
| _ that the acceptance of our petitions at the 

* throue of grace, and the remiſſion of our treſ- 


great meaſure depend on our -cþearful pardon 
39d remiſſion of thoſe; offences, which we cr. 
ſually meet with from our | fellow-cxcatures, 
Let us, impreſs, therefore, deeply enour:minds, 
me ahſalute neceſſity of forbearance, and of 
the duty incumbent on us :to ſargive the in- 

juries: we from time to time receive ſrom our 
neighbaurs : ſince the pardon and remiſſion o 
dur much greater number and more-enotmous 
tranigreſpons in the fight of God, is not with 
reaſon to be expected, but on thoſe- conditions. 
We may reflect, however, with great comfort 
undd ſatisfaction on this, that, if we treat ou 
neighbours with pity and compaſſion, and ſthew 
mere toward them, and relieve them, when 3e 
we ſee them in giſtreſs 3. thoſe who are * n 
1 . win moſt e obtain merey· Nor tl 

hm" 
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And here again, let us recolle&t -all- our“ 
- rowers ; let us read over and over this moſt 

important declaration of our divine law-giver, 
which ſo powerfully affects the whole race of 
nankind: a+ declaration, that carries along 
of vith it, either hg aig * de- 


Let us argue thus "with ourſelves ; 7M W 
18 not the word of truth, and ſacred ſerip- 
tures to aſſüre us, that in caſe we Indulge | 
ourſelves in anger, and breathe revenge 
againſt our neighbours ; if we purſue them 
wich implacable malice and hatred, and will. 
„ver forgive them ; that then God Almighty, 3 
de great Lord and governor of the univerſe, {| 


f | 
» will never forgive us ? on the other hand, | 
url bowever, have we not the ſame ſacred ſerip- 4 
off ures to aſſure us, that in caſe we will uſe our | 


utmoſt endeayours to acquire a meek and lowly | 
il emper and frame of mind; if we will but take 
pity and compaſſion on our offending brethren, || 
and with fincerity forgive them, then God will ' 
be merciful and gracious to us, will hear our Þ} 
prayers, and forgive us all our tranſgreſſions, } 
though ever ſo numerous, or of the. deepeſt } 
dye? and if we are bot fully convinced of a 
truth ſo important as this is, ſhall we ſuffer any 
of the tempeſtuous paſſions to ſwell and rage 


"3 
in * * 
. At 
* 


* 
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in . doſoms ? ſhall reſentment, * envy and 
diſcontent, ſcorn and hatred poſſeſs our breafts ? 
ſhall we preſume to indulge ourſelves in a re- 
vengeful temper ? and ſhall we be perfectly in 
a flame of fury upon being treated with cold- 
neſs and want of reſpect, with every little tri- 
vial inſult, and mark of contempt ? no, far be 
it from us: for by ſuch indiſcretion, 
ſuch an unchriſtian like deportment, We bid 
defiance, as it were, to the mercy and good- 
nels of our great Creator. Let us, therefore 
(as © our everlaſting woe, or eternal happineſs, 
Will depend i in ſo great a meaſure on our. con- 
duct in this fundamental and moſt important 
article) exert our pity and compaſſion, our 
forbearance and forgiveneſs towards our nei 
hours: Jet us, in ſilence, paſs over their worl * 
offences, as we live in hopes of having our own 
more enormous treſpaſſes blotted out of God's 
remembrance, and, on our ſincere repentance, 
of having them for ever buried in oblivion, and 
totally forgiven: and if we will but come to 
this pious reſolution, we may depend on our 
f being delivered from evil in the day of tempta- 
tion; and, at the laſt day, on our ſtanding 
approved by the great N he A and 
the dead. 
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